ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST
GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
14485 SW WALKER ROAD
BEAVERTON OR 97006

NONPROFIT ORG
US POSTAGE PAID
BEAVERTON, OR
PERMIT NO. 24

greek orthodox archdiocese of america * metropolis of san francisco

Witnessing
the Truth
of Apostolic
April 2017
Christianity

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

14485 SW Walker Road
Beaverton, Oregon 97006
Oﬃce: 503.644.7444 Fax: 503.296.2507
E-mail: churchoﬃce@stjohngoc.org
Parish Website: stjohngoc.org

VOL. XX NO. 4

Χριστός Ἀνέστη! CHRIST IS RISEN!

Holy Week & Pascha Schedule: April 9th - April 16th
Palm Sunday

8:45a Orthros & Divine Liturgy
followed by Fish Luncheon
Holy Monday 8:30a Presanc�ﬁed Liturgy
Holy Tuesday 8:30a Presanc�ﬁed Liturgy
Holy Wednesday 8:30a Presanc�ﬁed Liturgy
Holy Thursday 8:30a Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil the Great
Holy Friday
Holy Saturday
Pascha

9:00a Royal Hours
10:45a Youth Retreat
8:30a Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil the Great
12:00a Pascha Orthros and Liturgy
followed by ﬁnger food potluck

7:00p
7:00p
7:00p
7:00p
7:00p
10:00p
3:00p
7:00p
11:15p

Bridegroom Orthros
Bridegroom Orthros
Bridegroom Orthros
Holy Unc�on
Twelve Gospels Orthros
All Night Vigil
Descent from the Cross
Lamenta�ons
Resurrec�on Service,
Orthros & Liturgy
1:00p Agape Vespers
followed by Pascha Picnic

Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
In the light and joy of this blessed and holy Day of Resurrection,
we gather to celebrate our Holy and Sacred Pascha. This
Pascha, this Feast of Feasts, is a celebration of life, abundant
and eternal. It is a celebration of the power of grace. It is a day
above all others when we proclaim throughout the world that
the chains of sin and death have been broken, we have victory
through Christ, and through the power of the Cross and the
Resurrection we are being transformed from death to life.
On this blessed day, Lent ends by being transformed into a
feast of joy. The time for contrition of heart and contemplation
has past as we engage all our soul, body, and mind with the
jubilance before us. Repentance has received forgiveness
and grace. We have returned home and are welcomed with
the loving embrace of the Father. We have
completed the journey of faith, and in the glory
of this Holy Pascha, we glimpse eternal life and
rest. Our hope in the blessed promises of God
has been fulﬁlled in the Holy Resurrection.
This transformation has come to us through
our Risen Lord. On this holy day we celebrate
because of Him Who said I am the resurrection
and the life (John 11:25), and we celebrate with
Him. He is in our midst. We have seen His
Passion. In the journey through the wilderness
we have seen our Lord lifted up on the Cross to
bear our shame and sin through His suffering.
Today, Jesus Christ is risen in holiness and glory,
revealing the power of eternal and abundant life. We greet Him
in joy. We receive His body and blood in thanksgiving. We
proclaim to the world His Resurrection. We are transformed
in the light and life that comes from Him
Our transformation changes everything! In the radiance
and glory of this Holy Pascha we ﬁnd the meaning of life
as it was created to be. We see our goal, our purpose, our
completion, and our eternity. Our hope for the journey of life
is strengthened. Our understanding of life, of others, of the
world, and of all creation is changed in the truth and certainty
of the Resurrection. Fear is vanquished, the threat of death is
annihilated, and the weakness of sin is exposed in the enduring
light of our Lord’s holiness and glory. We are now free from
the guilt, our communion with God has been restored, and He
offers to us an abundant life of peace and joy.
As we gather on this day, let us be completely ﬁlled with the
joy of Holy Pascha! Let us purify our senses, and we shall

see Christ! Let us celebrate the saving Pascha of God! Let us
worship our Holy Lord Jesus! Let us forgive everything in the
light of the Resurrection and proclaim: Christ is risen from
the dead, by death He has trampled down death, and on those
in the tombs He has bestowed life! ~ Paschal Encyclical 2015
With paternal love in the Risen Lord,
†Demetrios Archbishop of America
WHY DO YOU SEEK THE LIVING AMONG THE DEAD?
As a masterpiece begins with a single brush stroke and a grand
opera begins with a single musical note, the ﬁrst glimmer of
Christ’s Resurrection began with a single question: “Why do
you seek the living among the dead?”
The women who faithfully remained with Christ until the
bitter end, now dutifully returned to His tomb
to anoint His body with myrrh. Their intentions
to perform the Jewish custom of burial was
perfectly acceptable and their resolve is worthy
of imitation. In this sense, the angel’s question is
less directed toward the Myrrhbearers, and more
towards us.
“Why do you seek the living among the dead?” Not
only does the magnitude of this question serve to
usher in Christ’s Resurrection but it also begs for
a personal response from us. The tomb is no place
for the living, yet how often do we search for the
fullness of life within the alluring promise of its
hollows? Looking for life in the wrong places is
often what we do best. Too frequently we seek out the fullness
of life where death seems to have the last word. Real life is not
among the things that perish; among the security of savings
accounts, the status of job titles, the satisfaction in completing
to-do lists, the assurance of compulsively checking emails,
the validation from social media “likes”, and the escape of
Netﬂix binges. While there is nothing inherently wrong with
any of these particular examples, they remind us that there are
as many ways to search for an abundant life as there are ways
to ﬁnd painful disappointments.
Fortunately, we need only turn to the same Resurrectional
account in the Gospel of St. John to help gain some much
needed direction so as to avoid our tendency to seek the
living among the dead. Standing by the entrance of the empty
tomb, the Resurrected Lord asks an otherwise distraught
Mary Magdalene, a simple question which contains a cosmic
Paschal message cont. on pg. 5
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Many Years! XPONIA POLLA! MANY YEARS!
.....to those celebra�ng their Feastdays in April:
.....to those celebrating their
namedays in April:
April 1 ~ St. Mary of Egypt
Gloria (Maria) Walker
Vicki (Maria) Horton
Charity (Maria) Reiter
Sylvia Maria Taylor
April 8~ Lazarus Saturday
Eli (Lazarus) Chiprout
April 14 ~ St. Thomais of Alexandria
Thomaida Hudanish
April 22 ~ St. Nathaniel, Apostle
Nathan Crandall
Nathan Hudanish
Nathaniel Corazza
Neal (Nathaniel) Perlmutter
April 23 ~St. George the Great Martyr
Dn. George Ketrenos
George Choban
George Gregores
Patrice (Georgia) Kuchilis
April 25 ~ St. Mark, Apostle & Eveangelist
Mark Powell

April 29 ~ St. Jason of the 70 Apostles
Janssen (Jason) Hills
Jason Palumbis
April 30 ~ St. James, Brother of Apostle John
James Feyler
Holy Monday ~ St. Joseph, son of Jacob
Joseph Muzik
Second Sunday after Pascha
~ Myrrhbearing Women and Susanna
Susan Bournelis
Susannah Tussing

...to those celebrating Wedding
Anniversaries:
Maur & Vicki Horton ~ 19 years on April 3rd
Fr. Vasili & Pres. Maria Hillhouse
- 13 yrs. on April 25th
Aaron & Maria Armstrong ~ 21 yrs. on April 28th

Memory Eternal:
Demosthenes Kuchulis -11 years on April 6th
Gus Kriara - 8 years on April 9th
Georgia Leles - 36 years on April 13th
Ekaterini Sardis ~ 7 years on April 28th

*Please notify the church oﬃce if your feast or anniversary was not listed.
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Altar Boys
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NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE
Articles & Announcements

Due by the 2nd Friday
of every month
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Oratorical Festival Speeches cont.

SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATE

Petra R., Jr. Division Finalist

Even though we have missed more Sundays than usual due
to snow, 2016-17 has been a rewarding, and smooth-running
Sunday school year. Our 109 registered students have been
distributed into 7 different classes and we have had good
attendance this year.
Due to the date of the Spring General Assembly, May 21st,
The last day of Sunday school will be May 14th instead of
May 21st. THERE WILL BE NO SUNDAY SCHOOL
OR CHILDCARE DURING THE SPRING GENERAL
ASSEMBLY. We want to encourage families to work out
a way for one parent to stay for the whole assembly. It is
important for you to be represented.
The Sunday school awards will be held on June 11th. Please
make every effort to have your child there to receive their
reward so we can celebrate together!
By: Jessie Crosby

In the Name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.
Reverend Fathers, Honorable Judges, Fellow Speakers,
Ladies and Gentlemen.
St. John Chrysostom once said; “Our alms are judged not by
the measure of our gifts, but by the largeness of our mind”.
This is saying that the amount we give is less important than
how open and loving we are. We must have a large heart to
become closer to God. First I will tell you about the nous of
a person by explaining how it relates to the largeness of our
mind. Second I will tell you a story of a man who wasted
an opportunity to have a large heart. Finally I will tell you
about how Jesus sets an example of what we should do to
help others, and not ourselves.
“The largeness of our mind.” What does this mean? This
is referring to the largeness of our nous. Our nous is what
connects us to God, it is the eye of the soul. It pulls us to
do good deeds like helping a friend in need, or having the
love of God for others. One of my best friends is struggling
with serious depression. Nothing seems to go right for
her, but when she needs me I am always there. I will drop
everything to make sure she is alright. I believe that love is
your superpower and you should give it to everyone.:)
In Luke chapter 16:19-31 a story is told about Lazarus and
a rich man. The rich man lived his whole life in selfishness
and narcissism. This brought him away from God and little
by little destroyed his soul. The story goes that Lazarus
begged the rich man for a few crumbs from his table. Each
day the rich man refused him. Eventually they both died and
Lazarus was sent to heaven and the rich man to hell. Here
their roles were reversed. The rich man begged for just a
drop of water. This goes to show that those who ignore the
less fortunate and spend their time in self indulgence will
be drawn away from God, which leads to eternal suffering.
There is another quote from St. John Chrysostom, which
teaches us that the “rich exist for the sake of the poor, and
the poor exist for the salvation of the rich.” If this was
the rule followed by this story then both Lazarus and the
rich man would end up in heaven, but since the rich man
neglected this rule, and only thought to benefit himself, he
was not welcomed into God’s embrace.
The definition of Alms is, giving to others as an act of
virtue. Giving alms is an act of love taught to us by Jesus,
when he sacrificed himself to bring us salvation. When you
give alms your reward is offered in heaven, but if you go
bragging about it then your reward will only be on this earth
for a few glorious minutes. God sees this as the opposite of
an act of kindness, but as an act of pride. We are not judged
by how much we give, but by how much love we have.
Now that I have told you of the importance of St. John
Chrysostom’s quote, I would like to leave you with these
three simple steps you can do to make a difference:
1.) Make a point every day to try to do something good for the world.
2.) You don’t need to do extreme things to prove yourselves to God.
3.) Keep in mind the story of Lazarus and the rich man. If you can
learn from the past, your future will be much brighter.
I hope that we can all be more like Lazarus and keep our faith
growing strong and our heads lifted up towards God.
Amen.

May 14th
May 21st
May 28th
June 4th
June 11th

Important Dates
Last Day of Sunday School
Spring General Assembly (see above)
Memorial Day Weekend
Pentecost
Sunday School Awards

LOGOS BOOKSTORE

PASCHA OFFERINGS
For the children:
• “Catherine’s Pascha”, by Charlotte Riggle
• “Holy Week and Pascha”, by Euphemia Briere
• “Miracle of the Red Egg”,by Elizabeth Johnson
For adults
• “Holy Week” by Fr. Papadeas,
The service book used during Holy Week
• “Pascha Transforms Wolfman Tom”
A true story of repentant murderer.
• “At the Ringing of the Bells”
The Paschal Martyrs of Optina.
Pascha & Gift Items:
• Paschal Beeswax candles,
decorated by the Sisters at the Monastery
• Icons of the Resurrection of our Lord
• Eikona Byzantine Chant:
Pascha-Come Receive the Light
• Baptismal Crosses and cross pins
• Pascha icon greeting cards
• Red egg dye for coloring Paschal red eggs
and many gift items for Pascha!
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Myrrhbearring Maidens Retreat

Lazarus Saturday, April 8th

After Divine Liturgy, the pancake breakfast & rehearsal, please join us from 1-5 pm at the
Rich’s home: 14700 NW Rock Creek Rd, Portland.
All girls 3rd-8th grade are welcome to serve as Myrrhbearing Maidens at the tomb of Christ
on Holy Friday & Holy Saturday nights.
skull?” he queried with an air of skepticism, arms crossed. I was
Journey to Orthodoxy
curious to see how the deacon would respond. Theological debate
A few years ago, a good friend invited me to a girls’ weekend was familiar to me and I was going to enjoy watching this one.
in Portland, Oregon. Since I live in a rural area, it was a muchanticipated opportunity to visit a few shops and restaurants and The deacon smiled, unruﬄed. “Icons,” he said, “are a picture of
catch up with my friend over lots of steaming coffee. I was truth, not a picture of subjective ‘reality’.”
looking forward to the chance to step outside of my busy life for I had to sit down. All my questions of art, beauty, and knowledge
a few days and I sensed this trip would hold many meaningful all fell away. The hidden, hurt place in me, the place that cried
conversations. My friend and I shared a similar love for books, out for meaning, for truth, was touched in a way that was beyond
art, and beauty, but usually found ourselves unable to live out our understanding.
high ideals in any meaningful way. I chalked this up to being a The deacon ﬁnished the tour and ushered us out. My friend and
hard-working mom, but I could tell my friend was searching for a I stayed for the rest of the day; we watched a video series being
deeper answer, some sort of meaning to her life.
shown in the choir loft about the history of the Church, and joined
I wasn’t really searching anymore. I had grown up with a healthy the next Church tour. We ate another lamb dinner, and went
relationship with religion, but over the years had drifted away. on the Church tour again. We went to Vespers, dazzled by the
chanting and the incense wafting from the censor.
Occasionally, my husband and I would
Afterwards the deacon, with laughing eyes, told
visit churches with the vague hope of
us that he needed to lock up the church, but we
reconnecting to a ‘better way,’ but would
could come back for Liturgy in the morning.
always leave dissatisﬁed and empty.
“We’re invited?” we asked, dazed and unable to
Eventually we quit visiting all together,
believe we would be welcome there. “Well, it’s
and the darkness of despair began its slow
either that or a restraining order,” he joked.
creep into our lives.
The next morning, we were back at the Church
When I arrived in Portland, my friend
bright and early. Thankfully we noticed that none
mentioned that a Greek Festival was going
of the parishioners were carrying coffee cups
on, and it would be fun to visit. She had been
into Church and hid ours behind some shrubbery
reading a lot of history lately, and wanted
before tentatively following them in. We were
to check out the Church. I just wanted to
greeted warmly, though we did receive more than
get some coffee and visit a bookstore. Once
a few curious looks. The next two hours were
she convinced me that there would be great
an unbelievable experience. In what I can only
coffee there, we were off.
describe as a miracle, I met Christ that day in the
Even though it was rainy and cold,
Liturgy. I knew from that moment that whatever
the festival was in full swing when we
Lisa and her family are members
the cost, I was being called by Christ to His
of Holy Cross GOC in Roseburg, OR.
arrived. We made a beeline for the coffee
Church, and must answer it with my life.
and treats, watched the dancing, and signed up for the lamb dinner.
We had an hour to kill before the dinner would be ready, so when That day a journey of healing began for my family. My husband
visited the Church with me the very next weekend and had a
we noticed a Church tour about to begin, we joined in.
different but equally compelling experience. We began attending
The interior of the church was such a contrast to the noise outside the closest parish, which was still two hours away in Eugene, and
that it took a minute to adjust. A deacon in long black robes was then the local mission in Roseburg. Not long afterwards, we were
talking, but I could not pay attention to his words as my eyes were made catechumens and a year later my family was received into
drawn to the chandelier, to the beautiful images along the walls, the Church on the Feast of Theophany.
then to the glint of gold from behind the wooden screen up front. I had the great joy of representing my parish at a recent Metropolis
It was peaceful, yet there was a sensation of expectancy in the air Clergy Laity Assembly, and by God’s grace ran into the deacon
and in the still, deep eyes looking down on me from every wall.
who showed me the Kingdom of God. I was able to tell him of his
The deacon was answering a few questions about the beautiful great impact on my life, and thank him for it. He had no idea at the
picture of the Cruciﬁxion (an “icon”, I learned later) near the time that his words on that rainy fall day, surely spoken from the
front of the Church. A man asked him about the image of a skull inspiration of the Holy Spirit, would be like a stone thrown into
beneath the cross. “But how do we know that is really Adam’s the waters of my life, with the effects rippling out into eternity.
By Lisa Zenais Buck

Please Join Us!

So, being sent on their way by the church,
they passed through Phoenicia and Samaria,
describing the conversion of the Gentiles;
and they caused great joy to all the brethren.
~Acts 15:3

Crossroads 55+Ministry
Upcoming Events
April-We will help with a
Pascha Project (TBD)
May 15th -Lunch with ASA
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Additional rehearsals will be announced via email to maidens and their parents.

Please dye 1-2 dozen eggs RED.
bring them to the kitchen on Holy Saturday night.

Red dye is available at Logos Bookstore.
Tips for dyeing eggs are on our website under
“Parish Resources”.

PALM SUNDAY LUNCHEON
Sunday, April 9, 2016
Enjoy a delicious
DO YOU HAVE A FLOWER GARDEN?
We need WHITE OR LIGHT PASTEL FLOWERS for Christ Tomb!
Lilacs, wisteria, roses, bluebells, cherry blossoms, columbine, azaleas,
peonies, rhododendron, or similar type flowers work great.
Please bring fresh cut flowers by 9am Holy Friday Morning.
(Label your vase or bucket if you want it returned)
DON’T HAVE ANY FLOWERS?
Consider a donation instead! Or give your time & talents!
It takes many hands and no experience is needed.
Contact Lauri (laurichosvig@yahoo.com) or
Euphrosyne (mckenzietribe@gmail.com) for more information.

Fish Luncheon
8:45 a.m. Orthros & Divine
Luncheon following services
Proceeds go to St. John the Forerunner

PASCHA PICNIC
Sunday, April 16, 2016
Join Us!
1:00p Agape Vespers
Picnic following services
Lamb, Salad + beverages included.
Sign-up to bring a main or side dish and to set-up or clean-up.

Cost for each event:
$10pp or $30/family

"Agia Sophia Academy is something Orthodox Christians in other cities can only dream of having.
It's a family atmosphere of sincere love, support, fun and learning. All of our boys were blessed to
spend some of their formative years at ASA. If you want to see how special ASA is, attend one of
the school Liturgies and listen to those sweet voices chant. Heaven on earth!" ~ Jennifer Davis
Q: WHAT DOES AGIA SOPHIA ACADEMY OFFER?
A: We offer a Montessori Primary Program for 3-6 year olds (includes Kindergarten), a Lower Elementary Program
for Kindergarten – 2nd grade, and an Upper Elementary for 3rd – 5th grade. Additionally, our specialty classes
include Music, P.E., Art, Latin (starting in 2nd grade), and Greek.
Q: WHAT DOES AN ORTHODOX EDUCATION COST AT ASA?
A: $4700 to $6500 depending on the program. Financial Aid is available! If cost is holding you back, please contact
the school to �ind out more about our need- based tuition assistance. About 25% of our students receive some
form of �inancial aid. ASA is not a line item on any Parish budget. However, we are graciously hosted by St. John
the Baptist GOC. While we contribute towards utilities and maintenance costs, the Parish offers a rent-free
space to help us maintain a moderate tuition, so that it is affordable. Our funding comes from tuition, gifts from
friends of ASA, foundations and grants. Our goal is that everyone who is interested, especially our Orthodox
brothers and sisters, may be able to send their children to ASA.
Q: HOW DO I GET MORE INFORMATION, SCHEDULE A TOUR, OR APPLY?
A: Visit our website at www.asapdx.org. We have a rolling application deadline until space is �illed.
You can stop by the school weekdays, email Euphrosyne McKenzie at info@asapdx.org, or call at (503) 641-4600.
You may also reach out to a St. John’s representative of ASA: Christina Blankenstein, Rachel Daniels, or John Davis.

Sunday, April 30th

Sunday, April 23rd

Friday, April 21st

Holy Pascha, Sunday April 16th

Holy Saturday

Holy Friday

Holy Thursday

Holy Wednesday

Holy Tuesday

Holy Monday

Palm Sunday, April 9th

Lazarus Saturday, April 8th

Friday, April 7th

Wednesday, April 5th

Sunday, April 2nd

Goldman (4)/Courogen (2)

Becker (4)/Rush (2)

Wehlitz (2)

Barnes (4)/ Ketrenos (2)

Duchow-Pressley (4)

--

Whitton (2)

Blankenstein (2)

Courogen (2)

Becker (2)

Poulos (4)/Rush (2)

Wehlitz (2)

Ketrenos (2)

Whitton (2)

PROSFORA BAKERS
(Loaves delivered day
before)
Goldman (4)/Blankenstein (2)

scope, “Who are you looking for?” (John 20:15). It is
important that we notice Christ asks “Who are you looking
for?”, rather than “What are you looking for?” There is a
marked difference. Mary was initially looking for a what: a
sealed tomb, a stone, a body; she was looking for something.
Jesus pointed her to someone. The answer to our deepest
longing is not something, but someone, the Resurrected Lord.
I am reminded of a professor who said that the popular
question “What is the meaning of life?” should more
accurately be rephrased, “Who is the meaning of life?” In
the same breath that we proclaim the Resurrection of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and sing the Paschal hymns of
our Church, may we also profess that our Risen Lord lifts
us up from the dead – not only from the graves but also our
passing pleasures which perish and scarcely satisfy – and
instead brings us into a newness of life, through our personal
relationship with the Triumphant Christ. Christ is Risen!
Truly He is Risen! ~ Meditations from GOMSF, May 2015

DATE

April Schedule

GREETERS

St. John the Baptist

Becker

--

PARISH COUNCIL

--

--

Weick/Davis

--

--

--

--

Flower Committee

--

Chosvig

--

Crosby/VanSickle

--

--

am-Chiprout/Chosvig
pm-Souza/Walsh

--

--

Davis/Lindgren

--

--

Weick/Taylor

--

--

Chosvig/Chiprout

Walsh/Crosby

--

--

Royal Hours-Keese/Weick

Descent/Cross-Lindgren/Souza
Lamentations-Taylor/Keese

--

Flower Committee

Chiprout/VanSickle

Goldman

--

Crosby/Davis

--

Flower Committee

--

Reiter

Russo/Kuchulis

Weick/Chosvig

Blankenstein

Crosby/Davis

Team E

ALTAR
BOYS

Team 4

--

CLEAN-UP

--

--

CHURCH
FLOWERS

--

--

Team D

--

--

Team 3

--

--

Alex

--

--

--

--

Team A

--

Team 5

--

--

--

Team B

--

Team 6

Team C

--

Team 7

Clean up Team 6: Ketrenos J & K, Lubliner D & J, Lubliner N, Goldman, Thienes, Tesfamicael, Taylor, Hatch
Clean up Team 7: Gebrehiwot, Hailey, Jungwirth, Deming, Russo, Walters, Hall I, Stebner, Dale
Clean up Team 8: Patske, Rich, McKenzie, Reiter, Downs, Ionescu, Walker, Hafez
Clean up Team 9: Feyler, Jones/Kuchillis, Lindgren, Rush, Wehlitz, Solomon, Mansager, Crosby, Gebreeyseus
Clean up Team 10: Wilson, Blankenstein, Hudanish P & J, Hills, Braden, Perlmutter N & D, Stovea, Breen

Altar Servers:
Team A: Samuel, Zacharias, Nathan, Elias, Gavin, Tasso Team B: Anthony, Christos, Stathi, Nicholas, Makarios, Nicolas Team C: Tobias, Kyle, Levi, Aiden, Thomas, Petros, Gabriel
Team D: Team D: Demetrius Constantine, Athanasios, Basil, Wade, Owen, Simon
Team E: Alexander, Gabriel, Yoas, Pavlos, Noah, Peter

Clean-up Team 1: Becker, Armstrong, Benson, Lowe, Whitton, Marine, Leslie, Mirras, Maletis
Clean up Team 2: Wood, Barnes, Morgan, Powell, Stinman, Gillespie, Muzik, Poulos N & A
Clean up Team 3: Cherry, Makarounis, Chiprout, Knight, Chosvig, Poulos J & P, Contes, Dorrance
Clean up Team 4: Corazza J, Trumpower, Buckley, Williams, Soot, Ketrenos B, Dunfield, Gonzales, Ramzi
Clean up Team 5: Walsh, Daniels, Hudanish T, Keese, Chan, Olson, Ntatsos, Kolpakov, Clary

dish of the Agha, and wished out loud that he was there
to eat it. St John who was sitting quietly nearby came and
asked for a plate of pilaf for his master. The guests laughed,
thinking he was just going to take it back to the stable and
eat it himself, but the Agha’s wife gave it to him anyway.
St John, wanting the best for his master, took it back to the
stable. Setting it down on the hay, he asked God with great
faith that if it was his will, God would bring the pilaf to
his master. Moments later, the plate disappeared in front
of his eyes. A couple weeks later, the Agha returned. He
told the household his strange story. He had been gone all
day and returned to his locked room, and found a steaming
plate of pilaf sitting on the table. He looked closer. It was
a plate from his house with his own initials carved in
it! He was astonished. Then his wife told him of John’s
request the night of the banquet. Everyone wondered at the
miracle that John, a simple servant, had performed. Even
after death, John continued to help people, curing many
people including an old woman who was bent over almost
to the ground. John also healed the sick spirit of a man that
mocked God. John’s miracles have led many people to a
stronger belief in Christ.
Having lived in a God pleasing manner, even in slavery, John
is a perfect example of humility, obedience, and love for his
enemies. He knew being captured in battle was God’s will and
never questioned it. He lived in full obedience to his Muslim
master, the same master who had killed his brothers in war,
and he never complained or judged him. John lived in the
Agha’s stable out of humility, imitating Jesus, who was born
for us in a lowly cave. He refused to sleep in the main house
because he viewed this dirty stable as a blessing, a perfect
place for him to pray in peace to the Lord. He never gave
himself credit for any miracles he performed, but remained
humble and a compliant servant, of not only the Agha, but of
God, whom he trusted from the beginning.

Paschal Message continued

By:Rev. Fr. Michael State, Asst. Priest St Nicholas GOC-Northhridge,CA.

JR. ORATORICAL FESTIVAL
FINALISTS
On Saturday, March 11th, 15 Jr. Division and two Sr. Division
speakers participated in our Parish Oratorical Festival. All
of our speakers did a wonderful job! Two finalists were
selected in each Division to represent our parish at the
District Oratorical Festival at Assumption Greek Orthodox
Church in Seattle on April 30th. Junior Division finalists are
Petra R. and Eva H. Senior Division finalists are Ruth H.
and Alex D. The Jr. Division speeches are included here.
Next month, we will feature the Sr. Division Finalists.

Eva H., Jr. Division Finalist

My mom has a magnet on our refrigerator that says, “Bloom
where you’re planted.” This means that we should all work
to fulfill our calling wherever God puts us. This reminded
me of the story of St. John the Russian. His story has
inspired me and countless others to become better Orthodox
Christians.
Born in Ukraine around 1690, St. John was drafted into
the Russian army to fight against the Turks. However,
like many of the soldiers, he was captured and sold to a
Muslim commander, the Agha. He made it clear to his new
master that, “I am a Christian, and if you let me practice my
religion, I will obey all your commands, but if you force
me to become a Muslim, know that I will give up my head
before I give up my faith.” The Agha agreed and John spent
the rest of his life humbly tending the Agha’s horses. God
blessed him and the Agha. He lived a life of quiet humility,
doing everything his master asked him, and following
Christ’s example. He went to church faithfully and lived
in the stable despite being offered a room in the master’s
house. St John continued living in a God-pleasing way
and after his death, his relics remained incorrupt. Many
miracles have occurred during and after his life.
One of his most famous miracles happened when John’s
master went on a pilgrimage to Mecca. The Agha’s wife
had friends over for a special dinner at his house to pray
for his safe return. She served a meal of pilaf, a favorite

St. John’s Oratorical Festival Participants

St. John the Russian is a role model for all Orthodox
Christians since we all struggle to gain the virtues he
attained. He showed us how obedience and love are tied
together by submitting his will to God and having faith that
God would provide for him, regardless of the circumstances.
St. John is a saint who definitely, as the magnet on my
fridge says, bloomed where he was planted. St. John the
Russian, pray to God for us!
Oratorical Speeches cont. on pg. 7
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