
GET READY!    LENT IS ALMOST HERE!

greek orthodox archdiocese of america * metropolis of san francisco

As I sit down to write this article, it’s hard to believe that Great 
Lent is just around the corner. It seems like only yesterday, we 
were in the midst of the Forty Liturgies of the Nativity Fast. 
Despite this feeling, when we hear certain Gospel readings in 
church on Sunday, we know that Lent is drawing near. This 
is because our Church does not let great feasts or important 
seasons sneak up on us. I thank God for the Sunday readings 
that come just before the beginning of the Triodion, such 
as the Ten Lepers, Zacchaeus and the Canaanite Woman. 
These three Sundays present to us important themes that are 
necessary spiritual tools for the upcoming Lenten journey of 
repentance and return to God: gratitude, desire and faithful 
perseverance. We do not always read these Gospel passages 
each year, depending on when Lent begins, but this year we 
are blessed to have all three.

Every year, four Sundays 
before Great Lent begins, 
we bring out a liturgical 
book of the Church called 
the Triodion, “the book of 
Three Odes.” This book 
contains all the hymns and 
readings that take us through 
Pre-Lent, Great Lent and 
Holy Week, right up to the 
very threshold of Pascha. 
This year the Triodion 
starts on February 5th. The 
Triodion always begins 
with the Parable of the 
Publican and the Pharisee. 
This reading teaches us 
that a necessary virtue to 

draw closer to God is simple, authentic humility without 
hypocrisy. This humility is clearly expressed in the prayer and 
disposition of the Tax-Collector, and it is contrasted with the 
pride and self-love of the Pharisee. Although the Pharisee is 
“religious,” his focus is not on God but himself, and on self-
justifi cation rather than on repentance. It is also worth noting 
that this entire week is fast-free to remind us that externals by 
themselves do not justify us before God.
On the second Sunday of the Triodion, we read the parable 
of the Prodigal Son. This is the clearest blueprint we have 
in Scripture of repentance. We see in the younger son the 
negative, dehumanizing ramifi cations of turning away from 
God: isolation, deprivation, nakedness, misery and distortion. 

We also get to see what happens when the same son comes 
to himself and remembers his relationship with his father and 
begins his return. We see the Father, who is God, continually 
looking and waiting for His son’s fi rst sign of repentance. 
When He sees the son turn his face toward home, He runs 
down the road to embrace His 
son, restore his sonship (ring, 
shoes and robe) and reconcile 
His son to His household 
(kill the fatted calf and 
throw a party). In this same 
parable, we again get to see 
the negative consequences 
of legalism and self-love, in 
the older son, who becomes 
jealous and fails to enter 
into the joy of his Father 
and the restoration of his 
younger brother. During this 
week, we fast, as normal, on 
Wednesday and Friday. 
The next Sunday we read the Gospel from St. Matthew on 
the Last Judgment. There are many truths expressed through 
this reading. First, we are reminded that every human being 
will go before Jesus Christ and be judged. The criterion will 
be whether we have seen Christ in those around us during 
our lifetime and have ministered to them in love. Secondly, 
we hear from Christ that it is God’s will for every human 
soul to be forever with Him in His Kingdom. “Come, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world.” It is the misuse of our own free will that causes us 
to reject God and our neighbor and brings about our own 
condemnation. Thirdly, we are reminded that God loves us 
so much that He identifi es Himself with us, and even with the 
least of us. Fourthly, we see that both the righteous and the 
unrighteous are surprised by God’s judgment, showing that 
we have neither the ability nor the blessing to judge another 
or ourselves. Finally, the end of this Sunday’s reading clearly 
states that heaven and hell are forever. “And they will go away 
into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 
This Sunday is also called Meatfare Sunday, for this is the 
last day we are permitted to eat meat, while we are permitted 
to eat dairy each day of the week including Wednesday and 
Friday. This gradual increase in ascetic strictness falls in 
line with this Pre-Lenten period being a preparation for the 
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We need you in 2017!
That means we need to have committed individuals for this summer's build.  

Parents can come if they can get permission from their kids ( and if there is still enough room).
Please let Dn. Innocent or Sandy know ASAP, if you wish to have one of the best weeks of your life! 

Or, if you want to have another best week of your life.  
Our fundraising eff orts always seem to cover all of our expenses. 

Scholarships are available for the deposit of $100, 
so don't worry or let money stop you from off ering yourself for Project Mexico in 2017.  

Project Mexico is a great way to "commend ourselves and one another and our whole lives to Christ our God!"
~ St. John Chrysostom

Let Dn. Innocent know ASAP, so that he can save your space!

Calling all Project Mexico Homebuilding Missionaries ! 
August 2nd-8th       2017

Father’s message cont. on pg. 9



.....to those celebraing their 
namedays in February:

Feb. 1 ~ St. Brigid of Kildare
Kathleen Brigid Powell 

Feb. 2 ~ Anna the Prophetess
Jillian Walsh

Carrie Thiennes

Feb. 3 ~ St. Simeon the God-receiver, St. Eia 
& St. Nicholas of Japan

Eia Hailey
Simeon Muzik

Wayne (Nicholas) Olson

Feb. 6 ~ St. Julian of Homs
Julian Theodore Smith

Feb. 8 ~ St. Theodore the General & 
St. Zacharias

Fr. Theodore Dorrance
Wade (Theodore) Chosvig

Zacharias Ketrenos 
Zeb (Theodore) Hyde

Feb. 9 ~ St. Apollonia
Carri (Apollonia) Benson

Feb. 17 ~ St. Theodore of Tyre
Theodore Deming

Feb. 18 ~ St. Leo
Monya (Leo) Martushev

Feb. 26 ~ St. Photini
Fotini Dorrance

Beth (Photini) Carper

Feb. 29 ~ St. John Cassian
Cassian Contes

...to those celebrating Wedding 
Anniversaries:

Norm & Eleni Goldman~14yrs on Feb.1st
Meles Hagos & Genet Gebreeyesus~

22 yrs on Feb. 5th 

Dino & Maria Ramzi ~ 12 yrs on Feb. 5th

John & Jennifer Davis ~ 18 yrs on Feb. 6th

Michael & Donna Chan~ 26 yrs on Feb.14th

Demetri & Elaine Kontaxis ~ 62 yrs on Jan. 30th

Memory Eternal:
Christos Maletis, Jr. - 9 years on Feb. 9th 

Constantine Davis - 29 years on Feb. 13th

Parissis Roussis ~ 25 years on Feb. 26th

St. John The Baptist 
Greek Orthodox 

Church

Rev. Fr. Theodore L. Dorrance, Priest
Rev. Fr. Timothy Pavlatos, Priest

Fr. Innocent Duchow-Pressley, Deacon

2016 Parish Council
John Davis, President

Kent Taylor, Vice President
Gregory Walsh, Secretary
Karen Keese, Treasurer 

Erik Chosvig, Stewardship Chair
Robert Crosby
Eli Chiprout

Mark Lindgren
Steve Roth
Joe Weick

Maria Souza
Matt VanSickle

Sunday School
Jessie Crosby 

Logos Bookstore
Agape Ketrenos - Director

Paraskevi Whitton - Co-Director

Philoptochos
Eleni Goldman - President

Sandy Duchow-Pressley - Vice President
Colleen Van Sickle - Treasurer

Patrice Kuchulis- Membership
Pres. Stacey Dorrance- Communication

Hospitality
Stephanie Makarounis

Patricia Poulos

Moms & Tots
Athena Gonzales  
Kendall Muzik

Church Music
Presvytera Stacey Dorrance

Altar Boys
Tobias Armstrong

Demetrius Van Sickle
Barry Ketrenos

Dn. Innocent Duchow-Pressley

Bookkeeping
Kathleen Ketrenos

Parish Administrator
Barbara Coert

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE

Articles & Announcements 
Due by the 2nd Friday 

*Please notify the church offi  ce if your feast or anniversary was not listed.

Many Years!  XPONIA  POLLA!  MANY YEARS!
.....to those celebra� ng their Feastdays in February:

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE
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A Glorious Night Under the Big Top
Support the Agia Sophia Academy Gala!

May 7th at the Multnomah Athletic Club
Tickets on Sale February 15.  www.asagala.org

For Sponsorships & Donations, please see:

Naomi Knight (naomi@asagala.org or 971-238-2266)

     

During this year, I would like to look at stewardship from the 
perspective of the Old Testament.  There are several reasons 
for this. One, I love the Old Testament. In fact, my love for 
scripture started with my reading the Old Testament as a 
young man. Secondly, we need to remember that the Orthodox 
Church didn’t start from scratch on the day of Pentecost, but 
was brought forward from Judaism and the Old Testament 
worship of God.  And lastly, the Old Testament gives us some 
clear insight of why God made the people responsible for the 
support of the Temple through the stewardship of their lives. 
   This fi rst article I will look at Israel’s return after they were 
in exile in Persia.  As we used to say in the protestant churches 
before a sermon or bible study: “Open your bibles”.  This is 
neither a sermon or a bible study, however “Open your bibles 
to Haggai”.  It is a short book, so take a few minutes and 
read the whole thing.  The Holy Spirit is speaking through 
the Prophet Haggai and telling the people that they need to 
rebuild the temple.  You notice they have built their houses 
and planted their crops and fi xed their fences for the livestock, 
but the Temple is still in ruins.  The story ends well, so don’t 
get nervous about the message in Haggai as it seems dire for 
the Israelites. 
God tells them why the Temple is important and why they 
need to take time to rebuild the temple (see 1:8).  Their 
Temple, just like our church temples, are to honor God and 
for His pleasure.  This understanding is at the heart of true 
stewardship.  We off er our money, time and talents to honor 

God. When we come to the Church to serve or worship and 
we give our money to support God’s Church and someday 
build a church temple, we honor God.  
I am guilty of looking at stewardship as inconvenient at times, 
and I have thought many time I don’t have time to do this or 
that.  Look at what the people of Haggai’s time were dealing 
with.  Now, turn your Bibles to Nehemiah. This is where you 
get the rest of the story, and it ends well. Read through this 
book, and you will see that they were trying to rebuild the wall 
around Jerusalem and were being hindered greatly by people 
who kept tattling to the king.  They were planting crops to eat 
and building houses for their families; sound familiar?  
We also have families and jobs and responsibilities that at times 
seem to dominate every hour of the day. We need to remember 
God knows our needs and responsibilities.  We need to remember 
that as this year starts and we fi ll out our stewardship cards, we do 
this to honor God. Remember from the above readings that God 
is pleased when we put Him fi rst in our hearts.   It is our hearts 
that honor God, and we should joyfully support His Church with 
our time, talents and money.

By: Erik Chosvig

2016 Parish Directory
If you haven’t picked up your directory, they are 

available in the Church Offi  ce during regular hours or 
from a Parish Council member on Sundays.

Prayer for Missions
God of truth and love: 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
Hear our prayer for those who do not know You. 
That they may come to a saving knowledge of the 
truth, and that Your Name may be praised among 
all peoples of the world. Sustain, inspire, and en-
lighten Your servants who bring them the Gospel. 
Bring fresh vigor to wavering faith; sustain our 
faith when it is still fragile. Continually renew mis-
sionary zeal in ourselves and in the Church, and 
raise up new missionaries who will follow You to 
the ends of the world. Make us witnesses to Your 
goodness full of love, full of strength, and full of 
faith for Your glory and the salvation of the entire 
world. Through the prayers of all the missionary 
saints, have mercy on us and save us. Amen.

 ~ OCMC missions website
https://www.ocmc.org

Don’t miss it!
OCMC Missionary to Guatemala,

Jesse Brandow

will be speaking on:
Saturday, February 25th

at 6pm 
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February is Membership Drive Month
What is it?

How do I get involved?            Why would I want to? 
Philoptochos (pronounced: phil-op-toe-
hos) means “Friends of the poor”.  While its 
mission is to help the poor, destitute, hungry, 
sick, aged and anyone in need of assistance 
outside the Church, we are also called to 
promote participation in the activities of 
the Greek Orthodox community. 

A wonderful advantage of belonging to Philoptochos is that 
membership allows us all to connect with one another. By 
working together on the various ministries of the church, we 
get to know each other and do what we are called to do and that 
is to love and support one another.     
The ministries of Sts. Mary & Martha Philoptochos include:  
Comforters, Hospitality, Almsgiving, Art, Membership, Prayer 
and Study.  When you see the acronym CHAAMPS you are 
called to remember the lives of those in need, as well as a 
commitment to Christ to build a strong relationship with Him 
and other women in our community.  
What is a Membership Drive?  The once-a-year fi nancial 
commitment not only helps support our local Philoptochos, 
but the ministries of the Metropolitan Philoptochos and the 
National Philoptochos.   A one-time per year minimum 
off ering is $40. A small portion of the $40.00 goes to 
National Philoptochos, our own Metropolis of San Francisco 
Philoptochos and the remainder to our own chapter, Sts. Mary 
& Martha, all of which is ultimately for our commitment 
and obligation to Christ.  The goal of our chapter is to make 
ongoing decisions to spend our money for the good and to 
never carry a large balance.  In other words, all of the monies 
collected by Sts. Mary & Martha Philoptochos are distributed 
to fulfi ll our mission to help those in need. 
The following are some examples of how donations to Sts. 
Mary & Martha Philoptochos are utilized: Parish Service Day, 
Hospitality Events, such as Saturday of Lazarus, Palm Sunday, 
HFYR Jr. & Sr. GOYA Service Day. Pascha Picnic, Book 
Drive for college students, Mochas 4 Missions, Pentecost 
special snack hour, retreat to the Monastery, Beautifi cation of
the church for fall and Christmas, Camp Agape, Pregnancy 
Resource Center, Food Drive, Tasso the Turkey, Benevolence 
Christmas Cards, Grab & Give Bags, Food Pantry-Meadow 
Park, Women’s Retreat, and Sts. Mary & Martha Camping trip 
and other outdoor activities. 
Join us to help determine your personal role in serving God and 
humanity.   There will be a membership drive throughout the 
month of February (5th, 12th, 19th).  Membership Committee 
members will be available to help clarify the mission of 
Philoptochos and answer any questions you may have.  There 
will be a Pot Luck fellowship on February 16 to welcome all 
re-joining and new members.   
In Agape, 
 Eleni Goldman                        Chapter President

          Sandy Duchow-Pressley                Vice President
 Colleen Van-Sickle                                 Treasurer     
 Nika Buckley                                          Secretary
 Patrice Kuchulis                               Membership 
 Presvytera Stacey Dorrance      Communication

Introducing St. Justin’s College Student Ministry
It’s February! The High School class of 2017 has submitted 
their college applications and are waiting for their acceptance 
letters. For many young people, college is the fi rst true taste of 
independence.  This independence also includes the spiritual 
life,. Today, will I say my prayers? On Sunday, will I attend 
Liturgy? Will I attend Church, or will I sleep in on Sundays 
like my classmates?
As parents, Godparents, and members of the Parish, we cannot 
follow our children to college and make sure they attend church 
or say their prayers. What we can do, however, is pray and 
encourage students to remember their faith.  This is the mission 
of St. Justin’s College Student Ministry.  When students go 
off  to college, we want them to know their Parish family is 
still supporting and praying for them. We send birthday and 
names day cards (sometimes with coff ee gift cards), words of 
encouragement, prayers and more, to students throughout the 
year. This past November, we sent all our students cards with 
a cheerful note for fi nals week and small icons of St. Nicholas.  
What does St. Justin have to do with this ministry?  St. Justin 
the Philosopher, sometimes known as St. Justin Martyr, 
was a second-century Greek pagan who was unusually 
intelligent.  He studied several schools of Greek philosophy 
before he concluded that these pagan teachings did not reveal 
knowledge of the one true God.  After his conversion, St. 
Justin used his considerable intellect to defend and spread the 
truth of Christianity.  Before his martyrdom in 166, St. Justin 
authored several apologies, or defenses, of Christianity. For 
these reasons, he is often petitioned by students who need help 
with their studies. 
Anyone can get involved in the St. Justin’s College Student 
Ministry!  During Great Lent, we will be sending our students 
a card, a dark chocolate bar, and the book, “The Way of the 
Pilgrim”.  This is a classic book on the Jesus Prayer and a great 
beginning to any young person’s personal library.  Members 
of Sts. Mary and Martha (and the Parish, too) will be able to 
purchase and donate a copy of this book or a dark chocolate 
bar as an almsgiving opportunity during March.  
If you would like to get involved, provide donations for 
postage, or put together care packages, please contact Bethany 
Downs or Sam Marine. If you know a college student that is 
not currently a part of this ministry, please let me know.

By: Bethany Downs

STS. MARY & MARTHA PHILOPTOCHOS CORNER

Please Join Us!
Don’t miss the next

Crossroads Senior 
Ministry Luncheon

Monday, February 27th
1:00 pm

Speaker: Fr. Theodore Dorrance
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YOUTH NEWS

intensity and rigor associated with Great Lent and Holy Week.
The last Sunday before the beginning of Great Lent is called 
the Sunday of Forgiveness. On this day, we read from the 
Sermon on the Mount, and hear Jesus’ teaching on forgiveness. 
If we want to be forgiven by God, we must forgive others. On 
this same day, we are invited to participate in a special Vespers 
of Forgiveness. At the end of this Vespers, we are invited to 
reconcile ourselves to one another by tangibly asking each 
person present for forgiveness. From a horizontal perspective, 
this serves to spiritually clear the slate and provides us with a 
clean beginning. It also clears the way to God, for we know 
that reconciliation with our fellow brothers and sisters enables 
our reconciliation with God. This day is also called Cheesefare 
Sunday, for it is the last day to eat dairy products. The very 
next day is Clean Monday, the fi rst day of Great Lent.
Great Lent is indeed a journey. It’s a journey of repentance, 
a journey closer to God, whereby we can, by God’s grace, 
participate and experience Christ’s humility, His love and His 
victory over sin and death. The starting point of this journey 
is also presented to us on this same Sunday of Forgiveness.
 We are given the image of Adam sitting outside of Paradise, 
exiled and fi lled with sorrow. He is looking back at what he 
lost. Our Lenten Journey begins with identifying with the Old 
Adam. We, too, are spiritually exiled from Paradise, but rather 
than looking back, our focus is ahead. Our journey and all 
its Pre-Lenten preparation have as their destination the saving 
Passion, Crucifi xion, and glorious Third-day Resurrection of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the New Adam. May God indeed bless 
this preparatory period, and may our entire Journey to Pascha 
bring us into closer union with God.   

In Christ’s Service,
Fr. Theodore Dorrance

Oratorical Festival
As you all are aware, the Oratorical Festival is quickly 
approaching. Our festival will take place on March 11th.  
The Oratorical Festival is a very important rite of passage 
for our kids (Grades 6th through 12th) that helps teach them 
how to give a convincing speech and lets them grow deeper 
in their faith, through researching what the church believes 
and questioning their own beliefs. This year’s oratorical 
topics are as follows: 

Junior Division (Grades 7-9)
(Our 6th grades will be choosing from this category and 
participating on a different day.)
1.  The opening petition of the Divine Liturgy is “In peace 
let us pray to the Lord.” What is this peace, and why do we 
need it to begin our prayers? 
2.  St. John Chrysostom said, “Our alms are judged not by 
the measure of our gifts, but by the largeness of our mind” 
(Homily 52 on the Gospel of Matthew). Discuss how even 
small acts of kindness and generosity can make a difference. 
3.  Discuss the role of bread and its symbolism in the Bible 
and the life of the Church. 
4.  The Orthodox Church venerates saints and martyrs every 
day. Talk about a saint whose life inspires you to be a better 
Orthodox Christian. 

5.  Explain why the Orthodox Church focuses more on the 
resurrection than it does on the passion and suff ering of Christ.

Senior Division (Grades 10–12) 
1.  The gap between the rich and the poor in the United 
States and worldwide is arguably wider than it has ever 
been. How should we as Orthodox Christians address such 
terrible financial inequality? 
2.  Although many people diet for health or vanity, the 
discipline of fasting is found in many religious traditions. 
What is the difference between dieting and fasting, and why 
is it important? 
3.  Psalms are an integral part of matins, vespers, and many 
other Church services. Talk about a Psalm that impacts or 
influences your life. 
4.  The Lord commanded us not to create idols (Exodus 
20:4), yet people continue to do so. Discuss the kinds of 
idols people make or worship today and the response that an 
Orthodox Christian should have when confronted by them.
5.  Jesus said, “Render therefore to Caesar the things that are 
Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s” (Matthew 
22:21). When no political party represents genuine Christian 
teaching, how does an Orthodox Christian navigate political 
conversations and make political judgments?
I would encourage all our parents to remind your children 
of the upcoming festival and assist them through the 
sometimes-arduous task of writing their speeches. I would 
also encourage those of us who do not have children 
participating in the Festival this year to still attend and show 
our support for the amazing effort these kids put into their 
speeches. If you have any questions regarding Oratorical 
Festival, please contact either myself or Jill Hudanish. 

              By: Beth Carper

Upcoming Events

Feb 18-19 Jr. GOYA Monastery Retreat
Mar 11 6th -12th Gr. Oratorical Festival and Potluck
Mar 17-19 7th-12th Gr. Pan Orthodox Amazing 

Youth Retreat

March 11th
Oratorical Festival Schedule:  

 • 3-5 p.m.   Jr Division
 • 5-6 p.m.   Vespers
 • 6-6:30 p.m.   Potluck
 • 6:30-8:30 p.m.  Sr. Div.

Youth Volunteers 
Needed!

Specifically: 
Hosts for Jr. GOYA, and GOYA
Leaders for Jr. GOYA (6th-8th) and HOPE (K-2nd) 



Refl ections on The Simple Faith of Mister Rogers
From the C.O.M.E. blog         January 6, 2017

A hopeful start to the New Year often involves setting some 
goals to improve at least one area of our life, whether in the 
realm of fi tness, prayer, relationships, housekeeping, or all of 
the above! Refl ecting on what makes a meaningful resolution 
and how to approach each fresh start with optimism and 
renewed eff ort, I recalled a role model who did the same. His 
name and face are familiar to most, though he kept his inner 
life and faith more private, but in 2016, I gained a deeper 
appreciation for Mister Fred Rogers.   
At a barbecue this past summer, a conversation among friends 
about childhood heroes sparked my curiosity to read, “The 
Simple Faith of Mister Rogers”, by Amy Hollingsworth. 
Everything I learned about Fred Rogers confi rmed what I 
inferred as a viewer of his program--he was a deeply faithful 
man who believed in the value of each human person. He 
had a B.A. in Music Composition, a degree from Pittsburgh 
Theological Seminary, and completed coursework in Child 
Development. His work on, ‘Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood’ 
was a culmination of his passion, learning and experience,love 
of music, faith in God, and the desire to provide positive 
role models and nurturing to children. Mister Rogers was 
intentional about off ering viewers a comforting routine, 
affi  rming their unique worth, showing them how to name and 
express diffi  cult emotions such as anger, fear and sadness 
and introducing them to athletes and artists who exemplifi ed 
hard work, diligence, and integrity.  
Mister Rogers was himself a fi gure worth emulating. He was 
hardworking and genuine and in situations where others might 
have felt pressure to be trite or witty, he chose to be sincere, 
truthful and sober. Each interview he gave led to topics of 
eternal signifi cance. Notably in a 1994 Charlie Rose interview  
he spoke about forgiveness, sacred individuality, and the gift 
of silence in order to allow for wonder and refl ection. 
From a Missions & Evangelism perspective, Mister Rogers 
is an inspiration and here were my three major takeaways: 

    

I am one of the fortunate people to have had Mister Rogers 
on television during my childhood, just knowing someone 
in the media had my best interest in mind was reassuring. 
This year as you step forward in achieving your goals, I wish 

you the greatest success. Additionally, I pray for each of you 
to have someone in your life who cheers you on and helps 
you to see yourself as God sees you. A unique, unrepeatable 
person of profound value. And fi nally, to go forward and be 
such a friend for someone else. Happy New Year! 

                           By: Thomaida Hudanish

Glory to God!   
As of January 10, 2017,  

we have raised close to $30,000 in our  
Annual Appeal.   Thank you to all of you for your 

continued support of Agia Sophia Academy!

~ with much love and thanksgiving,  
the students and staff of Agia Sophia Academy 

www.ASApdx.org   |   503.641.4600
Agia Sophia Academy 

14485 SW Walker Rd, Beaverton 97006

REFLECTIONS

1. Like a missionary, Mister Rogers used the unique 
talents  and circumstances of his life and ministry to 
bring Christ to the world. He recognized the power of 
television and was driven to invest his life producing a 
program that valued and encouraged each human person. 
2.  Like the saints, Mister Rogers imitated God’s love for 
each individual. People were valuable to God, so they 
were valuable to Mister Rogers. He learned to be present 
with each person, as if they were the most important 
person in the world. 
3.  Mister Rogers viewed the space between two people 
as holy space and witnessed again and again how God 
could work through an unworthy vessel to reach a 
spiritually hungry person. He approached his work each 
day as an opportunity to be that vessel and to speak to 
an audience who might be hurting or spiritually hungry. 

$15/person
$50/family
For chili, cornbread, slaw, dessert 
and a good time! Gluten Free sides 
available. Beer, wine and soda for 
sale. Tickets at stjohngoc.org 
and at the door. All are welcome! 

Want to bring your chili to 
the show-down? Contestant 
Registration open through 
11:59 p.m., Feb. 1st online.

Invite your friends for a family-friendly celebration of great 
food with a dash of competition. Enjoy a delicious meal and 

vote for your favorite chili. Stop by for a bite or come 
for the whole evening! 

St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church  14485 SW Walker Road, Beaverton, Oregon

Sunday, February 12, 2017
5-8 p.m.

The 2nd great St. John 

Chili Cook-Off
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Wed. Jan. 18 - Jesus Christ & the Holy Trinity 
Wed. Jan. 25 - The Human Person  
Tues. Jan. 31 - The Divine Liturgy 
Wed. Feb. 8  -  Orthodox Spirituality I 
Wed. Feb. 15 - Orthodox Spirituality II 
Wed. Feb. 22 - Orthodox Spirituality III 
Mon. Mar. 6  -  Church History I 
Mon. Mar. 13 - Church History II 

All Classes are 7:00-8:30 p.m. 
at 14485 SW Walker Road, Beaverton, Oregon 97006 

St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church 503-644-7444 
stjohngoc.org 

Basics of Orthodox Christianity 
Explore the Ancient Faith 

Classes are Free and Open to the Public 
S ch edu l e  & Top i c s 

Mon. Mar. 20 - Veneration of the 
                        Theotokos & the Saints 
Mon. Mar. 27 - Holy Mysteries I 
Mon. Apr. 3   -  Holy Mysteries II 
Mon. Apr. 24 -  Holy Tradition  
Mon. May 1   -  Church Architecture &        
                        Iconography 
Mon. May 8   -  Basics of Bible Study  
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LOGOS BOOKSTORE
BOOK REVIEW

STRATEGIC PLANNING UPDATE
Strategic Planning Workshop Postponed

The February 25th Strategic Planning 
Parishioner Workshop has been 
postponed. Due to weather conditions, 
your volunteer planning committee 
lost valuable time to ensure necessary 
preparations and a successful outcome. 
However, during the interim, St. John 
the Baptist has been blessed with a new 

opportunity! Bill Marianes (a dynamic and experience presenter, 
and facilitator of the Metropolis of San Francisco’s Strategic 
Plan) has graciously off ered to work with us. We anticipate that 
this exciting partnership will begin after Great Lent and Pascha.  
This is, indeed, a surprise and an unexpected blessing. We need 
your prayers, now. In a few months, we will need your full 
engagement, as we focus on our Parish’s current strengths, our 
hopes for the future, and our action plan for moving forward. 
Please pray that our eff orts glorify God and His Church.      
If you have any questions, please contact one of the Strategic 
Planning Committee members: Co-Chairs: Kent Taylor and 
Diane Cherry; Michael Becker, Brent Braden, Deacon Innocent 
Duchow-Pressley, Michael Hailey, Patrice Kuchulis, Niko 
Poulos, Ron Rich, Richard Whitton, Father Theodore, and our 
newest member Father Timothy.                  By: The Committee

Building Fund Update
We hope you enjoyed the beautiful 
Nativity Card that was sent by the parish 
this year, showcasing the artistic talents 
of one parishioner and the letterpress 
printing talents of another. Many 
additional hands came together to address 
and prepare these for mailing and greeting 
you during this important season. Sixteen 

people responded with donations for the Building Fund 
totaling $8225. We appreciate the generosity of these donors. 
This is a great opportunity for those who prefer to make a 
donation rather than volunteer at an event.  
This winter parishioners had the unique opportunity to 
sponsor additional icons to adorn the church as part of the 
Adopt-an-Icon campaign. Rachel Daniels organized this eff ort 
with proceeds benefi ting the Building Fund. Six icons were 
sponsored for installation in the church nave in the spring. 
After the icons are purchased, we will have potentially raised 
up to $1000 for the Building Fund. The icons chosen were of 
St. Mary Magdalene, Prophet Elias, St. Stephen, St. Menas, 
St. John of Damascus, and St. Savvas. 
In the midst of this activity, we experienced a signifi cant 
loss to our community and our ministry. Our friend, mentor, 
former Parish Council President and Fundraising Chair, 
Jimmy Makarounis, passed away on Monday, January 2nd 
surrounded by his loving family. For several years, Jimmy 
brought vision and passion to our Fundraising Ministry. He 
and his wife, Stephanie, and the Glendi Team organized fi ve 
memorable and fun Greek Festivals (2009-2013), which not 
only kicked off  our dormant fundraising eff orts, but also 

brought at least six people into the Orthodox Church. Then 
Jimmy, together with John Davis, provided guidance and 
mentor-ship as Sam Marine and I developed our three small 
fundraising eff orts, now in their second year: 
Take-n-Bake, Chili Cook-Off , and Festival Food Booth. Every 
success we have comes as the fruit of following Jimmy’s solid 
advice; and when we go wrong, we return to Jimmy’s wisdom. 
Our ministry is dedicated to keeping Jimmy’s memory eternal 
in all that we do. We look forward to building a church where 
we will continue to pray for him and welcome new people 
into the Church that we love.         By: Thomaida Hudanish

On Earth We’re Just Learning How to Live
By: Archpriest Valentin Biryukov

This book is another in a recent fl ow of 
spiritual works on Russian spirituality.  
The author recalls the events of people 
that Archpriest Valentin Biryukov knew or 
knew of, and how they related to him over 
the course of his 90 plus years, besides the 
events of his own life in Russia.  

If you were blessed to have read,”Everyday Saint”, this book 
is like it, only on steroids.  The amazing things he witnessed 
are mind-boggling.  If you want to read something that will 
pick you up, dust you off  and pat you on the back, then this is 
it.  You will be so encouraged to face whatever comes at you 
and to be victorious in Christ Jesus. 
At the end, his admonition to “Defend Heavenly Love,” is a 
call to action to put these things to work in your own life.  To 
not shrink from being bold enough to proclaim the truth to this 
world we live in; and to take courage in knowing that nothing 
can stand against those who stand in the power of the Cross 
of Christ.
I highly recommend this book for all readers, young and old. 
There’s a lot that can be learned from it, as it shows us more 
about ourselves than it does about other people.  

By: James Feyler

FUNDRAISING UPDATE

March Forth to Serve 
on March 4th 

The St. John the Baptist Parish family will 
be reaching out to our local community 
by serving those in need. A variety of 
service options will be available for most 
all ages.

This loving use of our time and talents will be a 
beautiful way to begin our Lenten Journey. 

Watch the weekly bulletins for details. 
Questions? See Lisa Corazza or Jennifer Davis. 

As each one has received a gift, 
minister it to one another, 

as good stewards of the manifold grace of 
God. 
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