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DID MARY SING LULLABIES TO JESUS?

Join Agia Sophia Academy for our 22nd annual

Greek Open Golf Tournament
Fundraiser with Brewfest, Dinner & Auction

September 18th at Langdon Farms Golf Club

$125 Golfer Registration *

Includes lunch, golf, brewfest & dinner.
Dinner only @ $50 each. * $100 per player for the first 100 registered golfers!

Register online at:

www.greekopen.com

& for additional information

Dear beloved parishioners,
Some of you will remember Dn. Stephen Muse who came to
our parish two years ago to conduct a marriage retreat for our
community. As we enter the summer months, we can already
set our eyes on the next great feast day of the Orthodox
Church, the Dormition of the Theotokos. In light of that,
I asked for Dn. Stephen’s permission to repurpose for this
combined summer newsletter a beautiful article he recently
wrote. Enjoy!
~Fr. Timothy Pavlatos
Did Mary Sing Lullabies to Jesus?
Jesus sang with His disciples (Mt 26:30). That much we
know. Other sources suggest He danced with them as well
(Acts of John). He was tender enough to weep over Jerusalem,
and publicly at Lazarus’s grave. He evidenced other signs
of psychological maturity characteristic of what we would
call today, a securely attached child who was able to live a
balanced life.
Jesus was sociable, attending family weddings, spent time
with friends and attended synagogue. He regularly withdrew
by Himself in silent retreat for discernment and communion
with God. When Peter sought Him out asking Him to leave His
desert sanctuary to return to Capernaeum to cure diseases and
deal with people’s immediate problems, Jesus refused, saying
He had to go on to other places and fulfill a different diakonima.
He had active and clear boundaries, allowing an embrace
when it was appropriate and refusing it when it was not (John
20:17). At peace in His own skin, He was not threatened by a
woman unexpectedly pouring perfume on His feet while He
was reclining at supper, undoing her hair in public and wiping
His feet with her tears. He could confront those who placed
themselves above others in judgment and yet was humble
enough to wash his disciples’ feet one by one, clothed in the
vestments of a towel wrapped around Him, signs of mercy
and humble service.
He dined with dignitaries and also with public pariahs. He
went about speaking openly among the people yet was able
to travel incognito as circumstances and His mission required
(John 7:10). His disciples remember Jesus as having strength
and composure under fire that enabled Him to respond to
the confrontations of religious scholars and public officials
who questioned Him as well as showing the tenderness and
compassion needed to comfort and console others when they
were most ashamed.
Throughout His tumultuous ministry He did not get His sense
of self from other people’s opinions about Him, even when

adulation was enough to make Him king, because kenodoxia
(vainglory) had no place in Him. “He needed no one to bear
witness to Him for he knew what was in man.” (John 2:25)
St. Isaac the Syrian says to know oneself is greater than
raising someone from the dead. Such knowing comes from the
humility, clarity and simplicity born of repentance and no one
is humbler than Jesus. Elder Arsenios observed “Humility is
genuine only when Christ is present.” For Christ is Himself
the utter humility of God’s willingness to become empty and
patiently endure all things, die and go to hell for those He loves.
So how did Jesus get this way? Well, He’s God. That would
seem to be enough at first glance, but not exactly. He is also fully
human and His divinity and humanity are seamlessly united
in his person without distinction and unconfused. In other
words, His divinity is affected by His humanity in every way
possible by the same temptations, developmental hurdles and
life challenges that affect every human being from conception
to birth to infancy, childhood to adult maturity. Hmmm…
As a human being, utterly helpless at birth, Jesus needed good
parents to introduce Him to human community. What if Jesus
had had an angry abusive alcoholic father or been born with
fetal alcohol syndrome or as a crack baby with his brain already
damaged by drugs? What if instead of telling Him stories of
Israel’s history and its spiritual heroes, Joseph and Mary had
abandoned Him to digital media to waste His time with hours of
video games and inane titillating television shows with endless
commercials designed to incite passions? What if they showered
Him with all sorts of toys and gadgets but didn’t really engage
him with attention and presence? Suppose His parents both
worked long hours and spent little time with Him leaving Him
in day-care as soon as he was weaned? And what if when they
were home they were too tired
and spent from the day’s work
to really enjoy Him or show a
vital interest in Him? What if
His mother never sang lullabies
to Him or tenderly brushed the
hair from His eyes with her
own eyes full of joy and love
and wonder so that He smiled
in joy all the way down until
His toes curled in pleasure at
her welcome and embraces?
What if Jesus had a mother
who was more often critical
and dismissive of Him,
Dn. Stephen Muse’s article cont. on pg. 4
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Many Years! XPONIA POLLA! MANY YEARS!
.....to those celebra�ng their Feastdays in July/August:

.....to those celebrating their
namedays in July & August:

July 2 ~ St. John of San Francisco
John Martin Downs
Reg (John) Leslie
Samantha (Ioanna) Marine
Jonathan Smith
Kirsten (Ioanna) Thienes
Bryan (John) Wood
Joe (John) Weick
July 4 ~ Royal New Martyrs of Russia
Elisha (Tatiana) Lubliner
July 5 ~ St. Elizabeth New Martyr
Donna (Elizabeth) Chan
Lauri (Elizabeth) Chosvig
Bethany (Elizabeth) Downs
Melanie (Elizabeth) Hatch
Elisabeth Jungwirth
Elizabeth McAtee
Christy (Elisabeth) Sumerfield
Judy (Elizabeth) Sherley
July 6 ~ St Sisoes
Erik (Sisoes) Chosvig
July 12 ~ St. Paisios of the Holy Mountain
Carlos Esparza
July 17 ~ St. Marina Great Martyr
Marina Ketrenos
July 17 ~ Archangel Gabriel
Gabriel Egli
July 19 ~ St. Makrina the Younger
Jennifer (Makrina) Barnes
Alyssa (Macrina) Meals
Cindy (Makrina) Trumpower
July 20 ~ Prophet Elias (Elijah)
Elias Ketrenos
Ilyana Stoeva
July 22 ~ St. Mary Magdalene
Maria Armstrong
Maddie Bob
Magdalena Sumerfield
July 24 ~ St. Christina
Kristi Maletis
Kristine Wiseman Patzke
July 25 ~ Dormition of St. Anna, Evpraxia
Jennifer (Anna) Dunfield
Janet (Evpraxia) Wehlitz
July 26 ~ St. Paraskevi
Haley (Paraskevi) Fortier
Patricia (Paraskevi) Poulos
Voula (Paraskevi) Trichos
Paraskevi Whitton
July 28 ~ St. Irene Chrysovolantou
Irini Hall
Aug 6 ~ Holy Transﬁguration
Patti (Sotiria) Ross

Aug 15 ~ Dormition of the Theotokos
Colleen (Maria) Van Sickle
Diane (Despina) Cherry
Maria Daniels
Maria Hafez
Maria Souza
Athena Gonzalez
Maria Gonzalez
Panagiotis Poulos
Mia (Maria) Alex
August 20~ Prophet Samuel
Samuel Duchow-Pressley
August 25 ~ Apostle Titus
Titus Crosby
August 26 ~ St. Adrian
Adrian Gonzales
August 28 ~ Moses the Ethiopian
Clayton (Moses) Dale
August 30 ~ St. Alexander, Patriarch of
Constantinople
Alexander Davis
Alexander Hafez
August 31 ~ St. Aidan of Lindisfarne
Aidan Chiprout

Rev. Fr. Matthew Swehla, Priest
Rev. Fr. Timothy Pavlatos, Priest
Fr. Innocent Duchow-Pressley, Deacon

2017 Parish Council

John Davis, President
Kent Taylor, Vice President
Gregory Walsh, Secretary
Karen Keese, Treasurer
Erik Chosvig, Stewardship Chair
Robert Crosby
Eli C.
Mark Lindgren
Steve Roth
Joe Weick
Maria Souza
Matt VanSickle

Sunday School
Jessie Crosby

Youth Director
Beth Carper

Logos Bookstore

...to those celebrating Wedding
Anniversaries:
No. of years
Jeb & Amber Hyde
14
Chris & Kristi Maletis
34
Janssen & Irene Hills
4
Mark & Brigid Powell
17
Scott & Laurie Soot
20
Brandon & Erica Wilson
5
Matthew & Colleen VanSickle
20
Barry & Agape Ketrenos
48
Sean Crandall & Diane Cherry
26
Glory & Tiffany Morgan
15
Steven & Janet Roth
44
Brian & Shannon Rush
15
Paul & Arielle Jungwirth
9
Niko & Athanasia Poulos
4
Charles & Helen Stinman
34
Constantine & Adrienne Trumpower 6
Fr. Edward & Judy Hillhouse
49
Seraphim & Rachel Daniels
14
Richard & Paraskevi Whitton
39
Philip & Jill Hudanish
20

Agape Ketrenos - Director
Paraskevi Whitton - Co-Director

July
Philoptochos
3
Eleni Goldman - President
3
Sandy Duchow-Pressley - Vice President
6
Colleen Van Sickle - Treasurer
9
Patrice Kuchulis- Membership
12 Pres. Stacey Dorrance- Communication
15
Moms & Tots
19
Athena Gonzales
19
Kendall Muzik
23
Aug.
Church Music
3
Patrick Barnes
4
Melanie
Hatch
9
17
Altar Servers
18
Samuel Duchow-Pressley
20
Alexander Davis
21
Barry Ketrenos
23
Dn. Innocent Duchow-Pressley
24
Facilities
27
Ted Deming
31

Bookkeeping

Memory Eternal:
Haralambos Pavlatos ~
Andree Poulos ~
Robert Limperis ~
John Wehlitz, Sr.
George Mouskondis ~
Mary Mouskondis ~
Ann Davis ~
Ioanna Miller ~
Aly Hope Weiser-Lilly

No. of years
7
8
2
6
23
12
10
16
2

*Please notify the church oﬃce if your feast or anniversary was not listed.

St. John The Baptist
Greek Orthodox
Church

July
12
13
20
Aug.
8
8
21
23
23
23

Kathleen Ketrenos
Parish Administrator
Barbara Coert

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE
Articles & Announcements

Due by the 2nd Friday
of every month

will give us immeasurable gifts in return, out of love.
In Mark 12:41-43 is the story of the widow who gave a few
cents, but it was all that she had. Her reward, her mansion in
heaven is greater than any palace built by men. What we give
to God on earth will not go unnoticed by God. He is pleased
to shower us with His love and riches, but we must act. The
next story will help us see how great the widows dwelling will
be in heaven. It is from becomeorthodox.org,. It goes “The
story from the travels of Apostle Thomas”. It is said that
Thomas went to India to spread the gospel. King Gundaphar
heard that Thomas was a brilliant architect and gave him a
lot of money to build him a palace. Saint Thomas took the
money and gave all of it away to the poor. The king sent some
men to check on Thomas’s progress and they found he had
not even laid a foundation. The king pronounced that Thomas
would be killed. Before Thomas’s sentence was carried out the
king’s brother, Gad died. Gad was carried to heaven and saw
a brilliant mansion and the angels told him it belonged to his
brother. He asked if they would allow him to return to earth
and buy the mansion from his brother. God allowed him to go
back, so at his funeral he was raised from the dead. He told his
brother everything and King Gundaphar released Thomas. If
you read the story there are more details. We can see that both
the king and the widow invested in eternity where moth and
thieves and rust do not corrupt our riches.
We should be as children who want to please our father, and
know that God desires to give us every good thing. As always,
our greatest example is Christ who lived every moment to
please His Father.

STRATEGIC PLANNING UPDATE

As we discussed at our spring general
assembly, we are doing a bit of a “reset” for
our strategic planning effort. Bill Marianes,
who has facilitated several successful
parish strategic planning efforts, is going
to be leading us through the rest of the
development of St. John’s Strategic Plan.
Strategic planning is well-accepted among the most successful
Christian, non-profit and for-profit organizations in the world
and was actually modeled by Christ with His Apostles. He
challenged us to make a difference and to build up God’s house
on this earth. We are blessed to pursue this noble work and a
“good account before the awesome judgment seat of Christ.”
Our parish leadership is in the process of assembling a crosssection of our church family who will together develop a new
and comprehensive strategic plan that will guide our church
for years to come.
In addition, and because we want the ENTIRE St. John’s
community to participate in this process, we will be asking
everyone in the parish to help identify our parish’s Strengths,
Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats (what is referred to as
a SWOT analysis). Your participation and helpful insights will
provide us the necessary information to continue to build upon the
strong legacy of our past 20 years, while strengthening our parish
in the future, creating a place where joy, peace and love abound.
During the month of July, we will be distributing instructions
and forms for all to fill out, in order to provide this very
helpful input. We will ask that it be returned by the end of
July, so that our strategic planning team will be able to
organize the information, which will be used at a retreat in
September. Please watch for these documents starting in early
July. If you have questions, please contact one of the Strategic
Planning core team – Father Matthew, Father Timothy, John
Davis, or Diane Cherry.

Welcoming Fr. Matthew and family
Parish Family Play Date
Saturday, June 18, 2017

STEWARDSHIP
By: Erik Chosvig
In the past two articles, we have looked at how we should
give our time, talents and money to God. We should give out
of love; we give because it honors God and pleases Him, and
we also give because it helps our brothers and sisters. In this
article we will look at the rewards we receive from giving.
Now it has been said that when a person chooses to serve God
there are three steps we may go through. In our first encounter
with God, we are like a slave who knows we need to obey the
master or face punishment. Then we mature into the hired hand
who works for the master with the expectation of receiving a
payment for our work. If we strive for the last stage, we enter
into the position of a child who loves and wants to please the
Father. Keeping this in mind we should be living to achieve the
last stage. This is the stage the Saints attain.
One of the best ways to help us move to the last stage is
through our stewardship. I want to look at two stories from
the Church to help us see how important it is for us to give
our tithes to God. Keep in mind that God loves us and wants
the best for us. That sounds cliché, I know, but it is the simple
truth. We should give to our Father out of love and believe he

LOGOS BOOKSTORE
The Summer Reading Program
Begins July 1st
Read the first 5 books of the Holy
Bible, that were written by the hand of
the Holy Prophet and Saint, Moses.
Some informative or preparatory reading available:
Orthodox Study Bible
https:// bible .org/seriespage/3-law-first-five books
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Clean-up Team 1: Becker, Armstrong, Lowe, Whitton, Marine, Mirras
Clean up Team 2: Wood, Barnes, Morgan, Powell, Stinman, Gillespie, Muzik
Clean up Team 3: Cherry, Makarounis, Chiprout, Knight, Chosvig, Poulos J & P, Contes
Clean up Team 4: Corazza J, Trumpower, Buckley, Williams, Soot, Ketrenos B, Dunfield, Gonzales, Ramzi
Clean up Team 5: Walsh, Daniels, Hudanish T, Keese, Chan, Olson, Ntatsos, Kolpakov, Clary

Altar Servers:
Team A: Samuel, Zacharias, Nathan, Elias, Gavin, Tasso, John Team B: Christos, Nicholas, Basil C., Kyle, Makarios, Nicolas Team C: Stathi, Levi, Aiden, Thomas, Petros, Gabriel
Team D: Alexander, Athanasios, Basil VS., Wade, Owen, Simon Team E: Constantine, Yoas, Pavlos, James, Noah, Peter

Clean up Team 6: Ketrenos J & K, Lubliner D & J, Lubliner N, Goldman, Thienes, Tesfamicael, Taylor, Hatch
Clean up Team 7: Gebrehiwot, Hailey, Jungwirth, Deming, Russo, Walters, Hall I, Stebner, Dale
Clean up Team 8: Patske, Rich, McKenzie, Reiter, Downs, Ionescu, Walker, Hafez
Clean up Team 9: Feyler, Jones/Kuchillis, Lindgren, Rush, Wehlitz, Solomon, Crosby, Gebreeyseus
Clean up Team 10: Wilson, Blankenstein, Hudanish P & J, Hills, Braden, Perlmutter N & D, Stovea, Breen

----Wehlitz (2)
Tuesday, August 29th

--

Team E
Team 10
Poulos/Braden
Reiter/Carper
Poulos (4)/Ketrenos (2)
Sunday, August 27th

Walsh/Chiprout

Team D
Team 9
Hudanish/Muzik
Goldman/Poulos
Goldman (4)/Whitton (2)
Sunday, August 20th

Chosvig/Taylor

----Blankenstein (2)
Tuesday, August 15th

--

Team C
Team 8
Ketrenos/VanSickle
Blankenstein/Chosvig
Barnes (4)/Courogen (2)
Sunday, August 13th

VanSickle/Lindgren

Team B
Team 7
Trumpower/Chosvig
Dale
Duchow-Pressley (4)/Rush (2)
Sunday, August 6th

Davis/Walsh

Team A
Team 6
Lowe/Cherry
Becker
Poulos (4)/Hailey (2)
Sunday, July 30th

Souza/Chosvig

----Wehlitz (2)
Thursday, July 27th

--

----Ketrenos (2)
Wednesday, July 26th

--

Team E
Team 5
Duchow-Pressley/Whitton
Reiter/Carper
Goldman (4)/Whitton
Sunday, July 23rd

Davis/VanSickle

----Blankenstein (2)
Wednesday, July 19th

--

Team D
Team 4
Russo/Kuchilis
Goldman/Poulos
Barnes (4)/Courogen (2)
Sunday, July 16th

Crosby/Weick

----Rush (2)
Wednesday, July 12th

--

Team C
Team 3
Alex
Blankenstein/Chosvig
Duchow-Pressley (4)/Wehlitz
Sunday, July 9th

Chiprout/Keese

Team B
Team 2
Hailey
Poulos (4)/Ketrenos (2)
Sunday, July 2nd

PARISH COUNCIL
PROSFORA BAKERS
(Loaves delivered day before)
DATE

St. John the Baptist
July/August Schedule

GREETERS

June 4, 2017

Dale

Highlights from the Dorrance Family Farewell

Taylor/VanSickle

CLEAN
UP

ALTAR
BOYS

year after year. Thank you for guiding us, teaching us, and
most importantly, for loving us.
While reflecting a few weeks back, I was really taken by the
fact that I truly would not be the person I am today without the
guidance, love, and unending support of Fr. Theodore over all
of these years. I am “here” today because of this. And in my
heart, I feel like this rings true for all of us in this room who
have been loved, guided, and shepherded by this beautiful man
of God. Wherever we find ourselves today, in this moment,
wherever “here” may be, we can all say that we are “here”
because of the guidance of Fr. Theodore. So, to the entire
Dorrance Family— OUR family —our hearts will forever be
rushing towards you! Axios!

CHURCH
FLOWERS

he has taught us about the utmost importance of regular
Sacramental participation, especially regarding the Sacraments
of Holy Confession and Holy Communion. And lastly, we have
learned that Orthodoxy is not to be compartmentalized, but
rather is to be lived and breathed at every moment of our lives.
Since the parish’s inception, I have always thought of Fr.
Theodore and Pres. Stacey as the patriarch and matriarch of our
community. They have provided us with true, real examples of
the encompassment of the Orthodox Man, the Orthodox Priest,
the Orthodox Spiritual Father, the Orthodox Husband, and the
Orthodox Father in Fr. Theodore—and the Orthodox Presvytera,
Orthodox Spiritual Mother, the Orthodox Wife, and the Orthodox
Mother in Presvytera, examples par excellence.
Matthew 7:17 says “Every good tree bears good fruit” and
this rings overwhelmingly true for the four Dorrance children.
After being raised and nurtured by their beautiful parents, they
have become shining beacons of their own. To be a Dorrance
means to be a person of integrity, a person of virtue, a person of
responsibility, a person of impeccable character, and a person
that inspires others to follow Christ.
The four of you have been incredible examples to all of us:
your leadership, your love, your devotion, and your faith. You
have been pillars of the Faith and a most beautiful extension of
the ministry of your parents over these past 20 years. You have
stood steadfastly behind them. You have supported, encouraged,
and cheered them on. You have embraced the entire life of the
parish. You have been exceptional role models for all of the
youth and young adults. And finally, and most profoundly, you
have been self-sacrificial in sharing your parents with all of us
for so many years.
Pres. Stacey. Just saying her name has a sense of conviction in it.
I have tremendous respect and admiration for Presvytera. What
a tireless, selfless, and loving role model we have all had in our
midst over these years. She is a complete treasure. She started
a ministry in the early years that was comprised of young adult
women and teenage girls. We were called the Handmaidens.
We discussed many crucial topics that are necessary for the
formation of the Orthodox young woman: what it means to be
a woman, modesty, integrity, purity, etc. My sister and I still
talk about some of these meetings and how much they helped
to inspire us as we were growing in our faith.
In a society overflowing with inauthenticity, the biggest gift
that Presvytera gave to us (through Handmaidens) was that she
presented to us a real and authentic example of a true Orthodox
woman. Her impact is beyond the capacity of the written word.
So, Pres., in our lukewarm society, with the spirit of
superficiality permeating everywhere, it has been such an
inspiration to learn from you: your integrity, your courage,
your conviction in always following your conscience in doing
what you know to be right, in saying what needs to be said, and
in endlessly pursuing the betterment of our parish family. You
are truly exceptional and have been a nurturing, caring, and
selfless guiding light for us all.
Fr. Theodore, it is difficult to thrust my heart into my throat, so
said Cordelia in King Lear; and she touched on the truth behind
expressing or, delineating the love and appreciation you have
in your soul for another. I must start by saying Glory to God
for Fr. Theodore. I truly feel profoundly indebted to Christ for
allowing me to be one of his many children.
And, since words could never even begin to contain the
magnitude of my gratitude--I will simply say thank you. Thank
you for pouring your heart and soul into all of us, day after day,

Dn. Stephen’s article cont.

trying to improve Him and unable to discern His fears and
anxieties and offer Him comfort? What if when He cried,
she didn’t respond? Or when He was frightened, she lacked
the patience or peace of soul to soothe Him and rock Him to
sleep in her arms? What if she withheld the sensual warmth
and connection of her maternal presence from Him out of her
own anxiety, fearful that she couldn’t risk being genuinely
and simply human with God’s own Child?
There is a time in every child’s development where the
foundations for later theological understanding, emotional
maturity and the capacity for healthy ascetical self-denial is
laid down. It happens before we can even understand words.
It happens, paradoxically, by way of the very sensuality,
empathy and warmth of motherly love that will be willingly,
ascetically eschewed later in life, on the way to the Cross.
The foundation for mature spiritual life is laid down first by
the steady heartbeat of the mother in utero, the sound of her
voice beginning to form the neuronal networks of the fetus
within the protective warmth of the maternal womb. Later it
is the lullabies of a mother’s tender care and vital interest in
her child that are more essential to spiritual maturity than a
thousand sermons after the opportunities and necessities of
those early years have been lost.
Children nourished without the essential ingredient of
maternal nurturance fail to thrive in a variety of ways. Their
ascetical struggle is distorted. Failing to truly know love, they
may turn from love thinking that some kind of stoic inhuman
coldness is holier. The Apostle John observed, “It is not that
we love God but that God first loved us”. While this love is
the key ontological event in our lives, the key psychological
event is a secure attachment with our mothers and fathers.
A child who is preached to learns to preach. A child who is
scolded learns to scold. A child who is judged, beaten, shamed,
bullied or abandoned learns to judge, beat, shame, bully and
abandon others. A child who is ignored and dismissed, learns
to ignore and dismiss himself, spends a lifetime in search of
the love she did not get.
In Jesus, we discover a mature man Who was both paternal and
maternal, Who was strong and tender, sensual and ascetical
and well boundaried. He reveals to us that the union of God
and human being is paradoxical, neither abandoning earth for
heaven, nor heaven for earth but living out the prayer “Thy
will be done on earth as in heaven.” In joining the unseen,
uncreated bodiless God with the fragile, helpless created
yearnings of bodily hunger and the soul’s desire seamlessly in
one person, Jesus reveals to us a unique path to full humanity.
In our very flesh, he has dwelled and offered us life in Him
that is uncreated. We shall be raised bodily to live forever,
saturated with the divine uncreated Eucharistic Grace, never
for a moment forgetting that we bear in our bodies, the marks
of a fearful and wondrous royal priesthood.
The eternal Liturgy of offering up every aspect of our lives,
“Your own of Your own in all and for all” in an eternal
thanksgiving, is only possible because out of the nothingness
of our helpless, fragile created lives. God has seen fit to bring
to birth His only begotten Son and placed Him in the arms of
a human mother who loves and cares for Him. Thank God
and thank Panagia, for without the Eternal Word and the fullbodied “Yes” of the Theotokos, and her “response”-ability to
noetically attend to the divine will all along the way, our
salvation could not have reached fruition. It remains for each
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of us to prepare a way for Him in the midst of the earth of
ourselves, so that he may be born in the manger of our hearts,
uniting heaven and earth. Therefore, let us adore Him, the
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, who brings light out of the
darkness, bearing in His own flesh the medicine of immortality
for all who sincerely receive Him.

to remain thankful and for people to rejoice for Father and his
family, praying for them in their new calling.
Father and Presvytera were then presented with their two
Farewell Gifts, made possible by loving donations from many
parishioners and friends, not only from St John’s parish, but
from parishes in other states as well. The first gift presented
was a handwritten, gold-leaf icon of St John the Baptist as a
remembrance of their years at St. John the Baptist GOC, which
will be completed in a few months. And the second gift is
seed monies for establishing bookstores in the parishes Father
Theodore will now be responsible for in his new calling. From
the donations received, Father Theodore will be able to start at
least ten bookstores aiding in spreading the truth of Orthodoxy!
We all felt that God had truly blessed our gathering and we
were thankful to see that Father Theodore, Presvytera and their
family felt much love and received the blessings of the day
with much joy.

A FAREWELL TRIBUTE

FAREWELL LUNCHEON RECAP

By: Paraskevi Whitton
The Farewell Divine Liturgy
and Luncheon for Father
Theodore, Presvytera Stacey
and their family was truly
a most God-blessed event.
Our church and hall were
filled with many people and
the day was one of light and
of grateful indebtedness to
God for all that we have
received through Father and
Presvytera throughout these
almost twenty years.
The hierarchical Divine Liturgy and Pentecost Great Vespers
were celebrated by His Eminence Gerasimos, His Grace
Apostolos, Fr. Theodore and many of his brother clergy from
the Portland area Orthodox churches. The services were
magnificently chanted, led by Presvytera Stacey at the left
kliros and by John Boyer leading the right kliros. After the
divine services, we had more than 350 people present for
a beautifully catered luncheon in our parish hall, the room
brilliant with white tablecloths and white flowers; mirroring
the brightness and joy of Pentecost.
The farewell program included encouraging words by His
Eminence Gerasimos, followed by a few speakers from the St
John parish who expressed their love and grateful indebtedness
to God for all that we have received through Fr. Theodore,
Presvytera Stacey and their family. The Dorrance family
then spoke and shared words from their hearts, beginning
with Christiana, Athanasia, Fotini and Anthony; followed by
Presvytera Stacey sharing her voice in a song called, “Friends,”
and offering a few words. Father Theodore concluded with
his thoughtful and insightful comments. Their words linger
with us as loving reminders of them. Metropolitan concluded
the program with reminding the parish that this was a joyful
occasion, as Father and Presvytera were willing to follow
God’s will. He also reminded everyone that God will continue
to watch over and bless the parish under the guidance of the
new priest. His message was encouraging, asking everyone

By: Christine Whitton
The task of articulating the impact that Fr. Theodore, Pres.
Stacey, and family have had on my life can be likened to
trying to fit all of the ocean water from the entire planet into
a tiny mason jar. I am humbled to be standing before you all
reflecting on the magnitude of the impact that the Dorrance
Family has had on my life and on the parish as a whole.
It is quite fitting that my first experience with the Dorrance’
was at the Ketrenos home for Vespers some 20 plus years ago.
I emphasize the word “home” because over the subsequent
years, I would discover that the Church is home. And the
people within it would become my family.
Being a part of the original St. John’s GOYA was a lifechanging experience for me, to say the least. The Church and
by extension our GOYA was an oasis of truth and authenticity
throughout my formative years. Years that are oftentimes
plagued with confusion, temptation, and losing sight of who
one truly is.
Every first Saturday of the month, we would gather for dinner
and a spiritual discussion. Nothing fancy. No bells and whistles.
Just true Orthodoxy. And true Christ-filled fellowship. Through
these gatherings, we learned how to be in the world but not
succumb to the world, and in so doing, we discovered Christ.
I was always deeply impacted by the fact that at these
gatherings, Fr. Theodore never talked to us like we were just
“kids.” He always preached the same Gospel for everyone.
Things were not dumbed down just because we were in high
school. He knew what we were capable of and nurtured us in
getting there.
I have to take a brief moment to give a quick shout-out to
Deacon Innocent, as well, for being our GOYA leader for so
many years. The dynamic duo of Fr. Theodore and Deacon
Innocent was life-forming for all of us. What an unbelievable
opportunity we had to be able to develop real relationships
with our deacon and priest as high school kids. The value of
this opportunity cannot be overstated.
As the years went by, our friendships grew stronger and deeper.
We were a small group, but man oh man were we mighty. We
were given the gift of being able to experience genuine soulto-soul and heart-to-heart friendships—friendships anchored
in the Church and in Christ. This GOYA experience was a

product of the truly profound leadership of Fr. Theodore and
the culture of true Orthodoxy that he fostered at our St. John’s
parish. These people became more than friends. They became
family and will forever remain that way in my heart for the rest
of my life.
For me personally, the most impactful lesson that I have
learned from Father Theodore, Pres. and the Dorrance Family
is that we must live our Orthodox Faith to its fullest and to its
highest standard.
Fr. Theodore and Pres. have been uncompromising in a
comprising society. It is so easy for us in modern society to make
excuses, to justify ourselves, to bend. Over the years, I have
learned from Fr. Theodore that we must always hold ourselves
to very high standards, not just as individuals but as the Church
as a whole. We must live our Orthodox Faith to its fullest. WE
must change to meet the church—not the other way around.
There are so many lies out there. And, sometimes it can
become difficult to sift through those lies—to have the clarity
to see the truth. For all of these years, Fr. Theodore has been
the voice of the Fathers for our parish, as has Fr. Timothy in
more recent years. He has lovingly instructed us in the Truth
of Orthodoxy in its un-watered-down form. Most importantly,
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