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Mark Your Calendars!
Holy Trinity Greek Festival ~ Friday, October 2nd - Sunday, October 4th
Fall General Assembly ~ Sunday, October 25th after Liturgy
All-Saints Eve Event at St. John ~ Saturday, October 31st
Daylight Savings Time Ends ~ Sunday, November 1st
Fall Parish Clean-up ~ Saturday, November 7th
Fr. Josiah Retreat ~ Friday, November 13th - Saturday, November 14th
Prosforo Workshop at St. John ~ Saturday, November 11th
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The following article was posted on a site called Likewise, genuine love does not envy the good gifts of
Pemptousia.com. It was a letter written by Elder one’s fellow parishioner; it does not rejoice when it hears
Ephraim of Arizona (St. Anthony’s Monastery) to his humiliating words or criticism of another parishioner;
monastic community (synodia). I took the liberty it does not restrain itself from constantly commending
to replace the word synodia with parish or church a fellow parishioner’s progress. Love does not envy; love
does not parade itself, does
community and the word
not behave rudely, does not
brethren with parishioner
seek its own, but rather the
to make this letter “fit”
interest of others; it is not
better, as being addressed
provoked; it thinks no evil;
to a church community. I
it bears all things, endures
also added some content
all things (cf. 1 Cor. 13:4-7).
toward the end of the letter,
once again, for the purposes
Whoever has genuine love
of making it fit the church
never falls by sinning against
community. This letter,
his fellow parishioner. So
as it was addressed to a
my children, pray that Love
monastic community, is also
itself — our God — will
applicable to a parish and
grant you the gift of love
for this reason I modified
Entrance to St. Anthony’s Monastery
in Christ. When this love
it and offer it to you. I pray
that it will shine a light in your hearts and minds and comes to reign in your hearts, words, and deeds, then
offer you a perspective of how we are to live with one we will begin to see our church community forming
with a Christian spirit, with spiritual radiance and an
another in the parish community.
unshakable foundation — a parish closely united with
“My children, fight the good fight (1 Tim. 6:12); let one mind and one soul in many bodies.
brotherly love continue (Heb. 13:1); may love be the
center of all actions within the parish — may egotism My beloved children, I pray that the God of love will
be far from your thoughts and words. “Whoever wants strengthen you in mutual love and give you the love
to be first must be the servant of all” (Mk. 10:44), says that does not act wickedly, that does not create scandals,
the Lord. And if we do not become like little children in but rather averts them with the wisdom it engenders. I
terms of innocence and simplicity, we shall by no means pray that the Lord will give you pure love—love which
enter the kingdom of heaven (cf. Mt. 18:3). When love guards the mouth of him who possesses it and does not
governs the parish, Christ invisibly blesses everything. let him fall into the pit of criticism, malicious gossip,
Joy, peace, and self-sacrifice for others in the parish lying, hypocrisy, and countless other evils which the
allow the hearts of each parishioner to be afire for one lack of this true, godly love begets through the tongue.
another. Not only this, but prayer also intensifies. The “He who has love abides in God, and God in him” (cf.
more love abounds, the more love in Christ and self- 1 Jn. 4:16). The evidence that we are of God and that
sacrifice enriches their souls, and then Christ is glorified we love Him is when we have true and unadulterated
and worshiped, and we become humble instruments love for one another. “Whoever hates his brother is a
for the glorification of the holy name of God.
Love in the Parish continued on Page 3
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Many Years! XPONIA POLLA! MANY YEARS!
.....to those celebrating their Feastday in October:
Oct. 6 – St. Thomas, Apostle
Thomas Armstrong
Shawn (Thomas) Stebner
Thomas Kuchulis
Oct. 11 – St. Kenneth of Ireland
Ken Leese
Oct. 18 – St. Luke, Apostle & Evangelist
Lucas Patzke
Lukas Breen
Oct. 19 – St. John of Kronstadt
Gianna Gonzales
Oct. 20 – St. Gerasimos of Kephallonia
Jeremy Gonzales
Metropolitan Gerasimos
Oct. 23 – St. James the Brother of the Lord
James Carlson
Jamie Perlmutter
Robert (James) Crosby
James Jungwirth
Oct. 26 – St. Demetrios GM
Barry Ketrenos
Demi Perlmutter
Demetri Mirras
Dimitri Ntatsos
Howard Lowe
James Ketrenos
Jim Makarounis
October 27 – St. Claudia
Claire (Claudia) Knight
Oct. 28 – St. Dimitri of Rostov
Norm (Dimitri) Goldman

...to those celebrating Wedding Anniversaries:
Howard & Athena Lowe - 31 years
James & Catherine Carlson - 27 years
Robert & Eva Walters - 26 years
Dn. George & Melissa Ketrenos - 20 years
Dimitri & Sarah Ntatsos - 8 years
Patrick & Jennifer Barnes - 4 years
Anthony Williams & Summer Teeny - 2 years

Rev. Fr. Theodore L. Dorrance, Priest
Rev. Fr. Timothy Pavlatos, Priest
Fr. Innocent Duchow-Pressley, Deacon
Argero Hall, Parish Administrator

Parish Council
Robert Crosby
President John Davis
Arthur “Ted” Deming
Vice President Paul Jungwirth
Mark Lindgren
Demetri Mirras
John Poulos
Niko Poulos
Kent Taylor
Colleen Van Sickle
Secretary Gregory Walsh
Treasurer Kristine Wiseman-Patzke

Sunday School
Jessie Crosby

Logos Bookstore
Agape Ketrenos - Director
Paraskevi Whitton - Co-Director

Hospitality
Stephanie Makarounis
Patricia Poulos

Myrrh Bearers
Diane Cherry
Colleen Van Sickle

Moms & Tots
Athena Gonzales
Kendall Muzik

Church Music
Presvytera Stacey Dorrance

Altar Boys
Tobias Armstrong
Demetrius Van Sickle
Barry Ketrenos
Dn. Innocent Duchow-Pressley

Bookkeeping
Kathleen Ketrenos

Memory Eternal:

Logos Bookstore
Book Review

St. John The Baptist
Greek Orthodox
Church

By Chad Marine

This book will be useful—even
indispensable—to many types of
people: Protestant inquirers who
are willing to give Orthodoxy a fair
hearing; former Protestants who
are now catechumens or Orthodox
but still need to come to terms
with certain aspects of their former
tradition, both the good and the bad;
those who struggle to communicate
our faith in understandable terms
to family, friends or co-workers
who are Protestant; and, of course,
anyone pastoring or catechizing
those coming from Protestant
backgrounds.

Rock and Sand

by Fr. Josiah Trenham
A great treasure awaits you at
the Logos Bookstore! Fr. Josiah
Trenham’s eye-opening Rock and
Sand describes the origins and
repercussions of the Protestant
Reformation—its
personalities,
politics and theologies—through
the lens of the Holy Tradition of
the Orthodox Church. One might
say that this is the book Fr. Josiah
was born to write. Raised in the
Presbyterian tradition, educated
in Protestant schools, and now an
Orthodox priest and scholar, Fr.
Josiah reveals the depth and breadth
of his knowledge and experience
throughout this wonderful book. I
should quickly point out, however,
that this is not a dense, academic
tome. The writing is incredibly clear
and accessible.
I learned a great deal from Rock and
Sand, and I only wish it were required
reading for any college History of
Christianity class. Fr. Josiah tells
the stories of the reformers in a
fair, well-documented manner. He
praises the reformers’ objections to
Roman Catholic innovations and
abuses, but he critiques their equally
novel “solutions.” He also points
out the troubling personal lives of
many of the reformers—renouncing
monastic vows and ordination,

fathering children out of wedlock,
serial divorces, going to war against
each other, etc.—all while writing
the foundational theologies of
their denominations. Fr. Josiah
ends the book with a two-part
discussion on “Protestant Virtues,”
in which he expresses admiration
for Protestants’ love for the Holy
Scriptures, evangelism and mission
work; and “Protestant Heresies,” in
which he goes into greater detail
concerning the various wrong turns
in Protestant theology and their
Orthodox correctives.

I would caution, though, that
Rock and Sand may not be for
everyone. When recommending it
to a Protestant friend or relative,
for instance, it might be a good
idea to recommend that they read
the “Protestant Virtues” section
first; otherwise the criticisms in the
book may come across as unduly
harsh or uncharitable. On the other
side, some Orthodox or inquirers
may benefit from this book more
than others. As the cliché goes,
one learns to recognize counterfeit
money, not by learning every form
of counterfeiting, but by handling
real money. So, if you are concerned
that this book may cause confusion
then ask your priest, and it certainly
wouldn’t hurt to stick to the Fathers
and lives of the Saints instead!

Save the Date!
The Bible and the Church: Origin, Inspiration and use of Holy Scripture

A Retreat with Fr. Josiah Trenham
Friday, November 13th and Saturday, November 14th
at St. John the Baptist Greek Orthdox Church

Jim Elieff - 15 years
Pres. Ava Mahalares - 12 years
Ekaterina Bournelis - 10 yearss
Mary Eastman - 8 years

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE
Articles & Announcements

Saturday, October 10th
*Please notify the church office if your feast or anniversary was not listed.
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For the November Newsletter

Logos Bookstore Annual Open House
Open Before and After the talks, and during breaks;
Before and after Great Vespers.

All Purchases are 20% off
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The Roseburg Mission Church in Oregon is Named

Holy Cross Greek Orthodox Church
THe Umpqua Valley’s Orthodox Christian Mission Church

6W-RKQWKH)RUHUXQQHU*UHHN2UWKRGR[0RQDVWHU\

WK$QQLYHUVDU\'LQQHU
'HGLFDWHGWRRXU6SLULWXDO*UDQGPRWKHU
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/PI?<T!Q@IDIB +>OJ=@M  KH
0C@ <GG@N.@<?DI@NN@IO@M
402 East Scenic Drive, The Dalles OR
F e a t u r e d s p e a k e r F r . D e m e t r i o s C a r e l l a s , P i t t s b u r g PA .
Tickets are available at $75 per person
Reser ve your spot by mailing payment by the 20th of September to:
The Benefit Dinner Committee
P O B o x 6 6 2 , G o l d e n d a l e , WA 9 8 6 2 0
509-773-9944 undermercy@gmail.com
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By doing this, God sees your good intentions and the
method you are using to conquer the devil, and He will
murderer” (1 Jn. 3:15) and is in spiritual darkness and come at once to your aid to deliver you.”
does not know where he is going (cf. Jn. 12:35). We have
received a very important commandment from our Lord As you can see, the words of Elder Ephraim are words
Jesus: to love one another. Likewise, the devil has given not just for his own monastic community but for any
a commandment to those who obey him, that they hate community, monastic or parish. The Church is seen
one another. Therefore, we are disciples and subjects of as a Hospital, not just because of the Holy Mysteries,
him whose commandment we keep. My children let us which are healing and life-bearing, not only because of
fear coldness and enmity towards one another, as well the Scripture that are read and expanded on through
as the various thoughts that accompany these attitudes, homilies, but also because of the faithful who are all
which little by little lead the soul to demonic hatred. striving to live out the Gospel message of Jesus Christ.
For in this manner we subject ourselves to the devil— The Holy Mysteries and the Scripture are food for the
the enemy of our salvation—as to a master, and then soul, provisions for eternal life. However, as the faithful,
we are to be the living witnesses of Christ’s love, and we
innumerable evils will accumulate in our poor souls!
do this in the way we speak to one another, the way we
Love is the base, the foundation, and the roof of the soul treat one another, the way we pray for one another, the
that possesses it. When such a soul has the God of love way we serve one another. The message of Jesus Christ is
dwelling within it, it rejoices splendidly at every moment. also brought to life through the faithful in the community
In a parish, mutual love among its members is extremely when they refrain from judging one another, gossiping
necessary for its establishment and preservation, because about one another, envying one another. In other words,
love is the golden link that unites the parishioners in it’s not simply what we are called to do but what we are
every way in a closely knit body, which will withstand asked to abstain from that will determine the health and
the temptations that the lord of enmity and hatred—the the life of a church community.
devil—will always create.
The Elder said, “In a parish, mutual love among its
Love is that invincible power that holds the members members is extremely necessary for its establishment
together in one body, with the priest as the head of the and preservation, because love is the golden link that
parish community. And every time it is necessary, this unites the parishioners in every way in a closely knit
power will fight against the other completely opposite body, which will withstand the temptations that the lord
power of evil, which will endeavor to break off members of enmity and hatred—the devil—will always create.”
from their unity. When we are lax and slack in love, the Love unites, and is the golden link, and it’s necessary
opposing power of the devil will have victories for its side to cultivate this love precisely because the devil will
corresponding to the laxity that our previously fervent unleash many temptations in order to disrupt that which
and powerful love has suffered. What are the victories is good and godly. This is helpful lest we think that by
of the opposing power? Troubles within the parish, such following the gospel a parish will be free of temptations
as talkativeness, quarrels, pride, bragging, envy, hatred, and struggle. On the contrary, a parish community that
strives to incarnate the gospel will be tried and tested,
and finally, deserting the Church!
which of course is fine because that which is tried and
My child, see to it that you drive away the evil thoughts tested only becomes stronger in Christ.
which the devil urges you to consent to—especially
judgmental thoughts towards others because the devil The key to walking in the way of Jesus Christ is humility,
aims to steal from us the greatest virtue: love. And if he for He said, “Learn from me for I am meek and
achieves this, he has completely won our souls. Once humble of heart” (Matthew 11:29). Let us all make the
we have lost love—God, that is, for God is love and he acquisition and the cultivation of humility our primary
who abides in love abides in God and God in him (1 Jn. goal and only look inwardly to what we can do to deepen
4:16)—then what is there left to save us? Do not listen at our repentance and correct our ways, and not look at
all to judgmental thoughts, thoughts of comparing one to the downfalls of others. Pray for one another and love
the other, thoughts of envy, jealousy, vainglory, pride and one another. In this way, we will work with our Lord in
vanity, but drive them away immediately, and start saying building a parish that will be a place where many souls
the Jesus prayer, or tell Satan, “The more you bring me evil will be saved.
thoughts, the more I will love my fellow parishioner. For I
have an order from my Christ not only to love them, but In Christ,
even to sacrifice myself for them, just as Christ sacrificed
Himself for me, the wretch”. And at once embrace the Fr. Timothy
things about them that annoy you, and say, “Just look how
much I love them, O envious Satan! I will die for them!”
Love in the Parish Continued from Front Page

3

St. John Take N Bake

Sunday School and Missions and Evangelism invite you to attend a seminar on:

Reading the Scriptures in the
Orthodox Church

Do you love Tyropita? Spanakopita? Baklava?
Do you love to eat it but not to make it?
Order your Take n Bake NOW through October 11th
Pick-up starts November 1st
Three EASY ways to order1. At Coffee Fellowship (cash, check or credit card)
2. Through a St. John Parishioner (cash or check only)
3. Easiest way- ONLINE at www.stjohngoc.org (credit card only)
All proceeds support our Building Fund! Thanks for your support!

Support a child at ASA!

This two-day seminar is intended to help the Orthodox Christian reader and teacher receive a basic
background of the Holy Scriptures of the Orthodox Church. It will give a context of the Old and
New Testaments, give an outline of some of the basic stories in the Bible and help the reader to learn
the connection of the Scriptures to liturgy and mind of the Church.

October 16th 7pm-8:30pm
October 17th 9am-3pm

St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church
14885 SW Walker Rd
Beaverton, OR 97006
There will be a potluck lunch served on Saturday. Please bring a dish to share!

It is BACK to SCHOOL at AGIA SOPHIA ACADEMY. It is great to unite with old friends
and new. It’s also the time of year that YOU can make a difference in the life of a child.
During our SPONSOR-A-CHILD drive, please consider making a donation to help send a
child to ASA. Through a generous donor, your gift will be matched dollar for dollar.
God Bless You,
Presbytera Molly Shaw
ASA Development Director
503-641-4600
“The aim of Christian parents and
teachers is to inspire in children

personal love for Christ
and for the Mother of God.”

Tell me and I forget,
Show me and I remember,

Involve me and
I understand.

DUCKS vs. BEAVERS
Annual FOOD DRIVE
benefitting the Oregon Food Bank
October 11th thru November 27th
Each family is asked to donate at least one grocery bag full of food
and place it in either the DUCK or BEAVER canister.
Last year we collected 681 lbs. Let's beat that this year!

Learn more at
www.ASAPDX.org/support-asa
Agia Sophia Academy is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit School and member of AdvancED | NWAC. ID# 27-0089608
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This a great way to get children involved with almsgiving.
Let's all be winners in helping others in need in our community.
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DATE
Sunday, October 4, 2015

C. Perlmutter

SNACK
E. Chiprout

Muzik(4)/Makarounis (2)

Barnes (4)/Davis (2)

Wehlitz (4)/Sandy (2)

Davis / Mirras

Lindgren / Crosby

PARISH COUNCIL
Vansickle / Taylor

Blankenstein

Benson

Greeters
Reiter

Hudanish/Muzik

Ketrenos/VanSickle

DuchowPressley/Whitton

Team 1

Team 10

Team 9

Team 8

CLEAN-UP

Team D

Team C

Team B

Team A

ALTAR BOYS

CHURCH
FLOWERS
Lowe/Cherry

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Sunday, October 11, 2015

R. Downs

Chosvig

PROSFORA Loaves
(delivered day before)

Sunday, October 18, 2015

Vansickle / Taylor

Team E

Poulos(4)/Downs (2)

Team 2

Team A

N. Hafez

Mirras/Stinman

Team 3

Sunday, October 25, 2015

Becker

Poulos/Braden

Hailey (2)

Poulos N / Crosby

Goldman

Thursday, October 22, 2015
James, Brother of the Lord

Mirras (5)

Poulos J / VanSickle

Blankenstein (2)

R. Leslie

Goldman (4)/Davis (2)

Monday, October 26, 2015
Great Martyr Demetrios

Sunday, November 1, 2015

P. Hudanish

Altar boys

Week A : Samuel, Zacharias, Nathan, Elias, Gavin, Tasso
Week B: Anthony, Christos, Stathi, Nicholas S., Makarios, Nicolas D.
Week C: Tobias, Kyle, Levi, Aiden, Thomas, Petros
Week D: Nathaniel, Demetrius, Constantine, Athanasios, Wade, Owen
Week E: Alexander, Gabriel, Yoas, Pavlos, Noah, Peter

Sunday, November 8, 2015

Becker (2)

Sunday Clean-up

Clean-up Team 1: Becker, Armstrong, Benson, Lowe, Whitton, Marine, Leslie, Mirras, Maletis
Clean up Team 2: Wood, Barnes, Morgan, Powell, Stinman, Gillespie, Muzik, Poulos N & A
Clean up Team 3: Cherry, Makarounis, Chiprout, Knight, Chosvig, Poulos J & P, Contes, Dorrance
Clean up Team 4: Corazza, Trumpower, Buckley, Williams/Teeney, Soot, Ketrenos B & A, Dunfield, Gonzales, Ramzi
Clean up Team 5: Walsh, Damiels, Hudanish T, Keese, Chan, Olson, Ntatsos, Kolpakov, Clary
Clean up Team 6: Ketrenos J & K, Lubliner E, Lubliner D & J, Lubliner N, Goldman, Thienes, Tesfamicael, Taylor, Hatch
Clean up Team 7: Gebrehiwot, Hailey, Jungwirth, Deming, Russo, Walters, Hall I, Stebner, Da le
Clean up Team 8: Patske, Rich, McKenzie, Reiter, Downs, Ionescu, Walker, Hafez
Clean up Team 9: Feyler, Jones/Kuchillis, Lindgren, Rush, Wehlitz, Solomon, Mansager, Crosby, Gebreeyseus
Clean up Team 10: Wilson, Blankenstein, Hudanish P & J, Hills, Braden, Perlmutter N & D, Stovea, Breen

Monday, November 9, 2015
Saint Nektarios

Arielle Jungwirth’s Journey to Orthodoxy

A seminarian from England once spoke at my church the more I learned the more I became interested in their
in Philadelphia. He had been raised Anglican, become faith. I knew I was drawn to their way of worship and
Evangelical, converted to the Roman Catholic Church and observance, but I didn’t think people COULD convert to
eventually found the Orthodox Church, where he stayed it! I thought that if for any reason I decided to, I would be
and was eventually ordained. He spoke of how grateful he the only one, that I would have to learn Greek or Syriac,
was for each one of those churches, for each had taught and it would simply be a really weird thing to do.
him a new way of loving God, until he found the fulfillment
in the One True Faith. I was raised Evangelical, and am Imagine my surprise when after graduation a college
thankful for the grounding it gave me in the scriptures friend found me reading Dostoevsky in a coffee shop. She
had returned from a
and personal prayer.
related study-abroad
When I went to
program in Russia
college, I chose
and was attending an
Seattle
Pacific
Orthodox Church.
University,
an
The church was
evangelical college
fifteen minutes away,
in Seattle, where I’m
was in English, and
from. SPU widened
nearly the entire
my horizons just
congregation,
a bit, as I became
including all the
more
aware
of
clergy, were converts.
other
liturgical
I was shocked!
traditions. We read
She brought me
Met. Kallistos Ware’s
on the Feast of the
book The Orthodox
Exaltation of the
Way as part of our
Holy Cross, when
university-wide
everyone was doing
common booklist,
prostrations. I was
and I attended a
lost, confused, and
Presbyterian church
totally
entranced.
that
incorporated
I’m not sure I missed
older
liturgical
another services for
traditions and taught
months. I teared up
adult Sunday School
every Sunday when
classes on church
we recited the Creed,
history. I found
so grateful to be in a
myself taking small
Paul, Arielle, James, Miriam, Sophia and Elizabeth Jungwirth
church that actually
steps toward a more
liturgical, historic church. As a literature major, I also spoke out their ages-old faith each week rather than
found myself reading Dostoevsky and becoming more listened to a pastor’s personal opinion of the day. I spent a
and more curious about the faith that was prominent in year taking catechism classes in the priest’s living room. I
had the usual Protestant questions, but rather than being
his work.
skeptical, each explanation I was given felt like it was the
The real turning point came when I went to the Middle truth I was looking for. I was baptized on Lazarus Saturday
East for a semester of my senior year. I had previously spent of 2005, and took the name Juliana, after St. Juliana the
a semester in Israel in high school, and this time I lived Merciful of Lazarevo.
in Egypt and traveled to Jordan, Syria, Lebanon, Turkey,
and back to Israel, which all had a traditional Christian A couple of years later I met Paul through mutual friends
minority. Many of them were Orthodox or closely related and we were married at St. Nicholas in Tacoma in 2008. It
(such as Eastern-Rite Catholics, Armenians, or Syriac felt monumental to baptize our first son, James, as he was
Christians). I knew nothing about these traditions. I went the first person in our two families to be given the gift of
to many holy sites, churches, and monasteries, including being raised in the Church from his birth.
the Monastery of St. Thekla in Syria. In Israel I revisited the
Holy Sepulcher, the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem, We spent our early years of marriage in Philadelphia, and
and the holy sites throughout Jerusalem. I came home when it came time to choose a new place to live, a place we
eager to know more about the people I had encountered, hoped to stay and raise our children, finding a church home
and about their churches. I began my inquiry as an was the very top priority. We chose Beaverton in order to
observer, as a sociological study, not a religious one, but be a part of St. John’s, and we are so very glad we did.
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NOTE: **CALENDAR SUBJECT TO CHANGE. Please visit Parish website at www.stjohngoc.org for most up to date schedule of services and activities.

9:00a Fall Parish Clean Up
6:00p Great Vespers

6
7:00p Choir Practice
9:30a Bible Study

3
2
NOVEMBER

Unm. Cosmas & Damian
8:45a Orthros/Div Liturgy
12:15p Sunday School/T101

1

4

5

29
10:30a Tyropita
Assembly
7:00p Choir Practice
No Bible Study
10:30a Tyropita Assembly
7:00p Almsgiving Meeting
7:30a Orthros/Div. Liturgy
(ASA Attends)
8:45a Orthros/Div Liturgy
12:15p Sunday School
12:15p FALL GENERAL
ASSEMBLY

27
26 GM Demetrios
25

28

7

6:00p Great Vespers
All Saints Eve Event TBD

30

31

11:00a Jungwirth Baptism
6:00p Great Vespers

24
23 James Brother of Lord

5:30p Orthros & Divine
Liturgy followed by
festal potluck

22

11:00a Senior Luncheon
8:45a Orthros/Div Liturgy
12:15p Sunday School/T101

9:30a Bible Study

20 St. Gerasimos
19
18 Apost. & Evang. Luke

21

15
14

7:00p Choir Practice
9:00a Spanakopita
Assembly
9:30a Bible Study

13
11

8:45a Orthros/Div Liturgy
12:15p Sunday School/T101

\

Greek Fest. Cont.

12
8:45a Orthros/Div Liturgy
Sunday School/T 101
5:30p St. John Monastery
20th Anniversary Dinner

8
7:00p Choir Practice

7

9:30a Bible Study
6:45p Parish Council Mtg.

Apostle Thomas
6
5
4

9:30a Bible Study
10:30a Tyropita Assembly
7:00p Almsgiving Meeting
6:30p Young Adult Meeting
at the Dorrance home

30
29
28

Tuesday

No Choir Practice

9:00a Bible Seminar Cont.
6:00p Great Vespers

17
16

7:00p Bible Seminar begins

9:00a Baklava Assembly
6:00p Great Vespers
7:00p Sr. GOYA Fireside Chat

10
9

3:00p Hillier/Poulos
Baptisms
4:45p Sardis Memorial
Weiser-Lilly Memorial
*5:00p Great Vespers*

1

OCTOBER

2

Holy Trinity Greek Festival

3

Saturday
Friday
Thursday
Wednesday

7:00p Choir Practice

8:45a Orthros/Div Liturgy
12:15p Sunday School/T101

6

Women's Retreat

If you are interested in helping put the bags
together, please contact Jennifer Davis.

SEPTEMBER

This will be an
ongoing ministry of the
Almsgiving Committee

27

These bags are intended for St. John
parishioners and visitors to grab, keep handy in
their cars and give to people in need.

Monday

Introducing grab & give bags

Sunday

Notice that stewardship, like
so many sacraments and
C.S. Lewis wrote an excellent
traditions, is used as a tool to
articulation of stewardship’s
obtain the “fullness of Christ”.
relevance in Mere Christianity
Lewis undoubtedly drew
saying, “Every faculty you
upon St. Paul’s letter when
have, your power of thinking
he stated “The man is awake
or of moving your limbs from
now”. We can only assume
moment to moment, is given
that when the “real life
to you by God. If you devoted
begins” and we are “awake”
Parable of the Talents
every moment of your whole
” pertain to our relationship
life exclusively to His service you could not give Him
with Christ. In the Orthodox tradition the process of
anything that was not in a sense His own already. So that
“awakening” has a name, theosis. Stewardship’s praxis, in
when we talk of a man doing anything for God or giving
that context, becomes a vital part of our salvation.
anything to God, I will tell you what that is really like. It
is like a small child going to its father and saying, ‘Daddy,
The goal of every Orthodox Christian is to become more
give me sixpence to buy you a birthday present.’ Of course,
Christ like. Time, treasure, and talents, are precious tools
the father does, and he is pleased with the child’s present.
we, in the world, can utilize in our personal theosis. Let
It is all very nice and proper, but only an idiot would think
us be true imitators of Christ, living up to our title as
that the father is sixpence to the good on the transaction.
‘Christians’, and let us make many a heartfelt sacrifice to the
When a man has made these two discoveries God can
Church. Christians must remain cognizant of their gifts and
really get to work. It is after this that real life begins. The
wise to their management of them. Mindfulness of what
man is awake now.”
has been allotted to us is important to our showing Christ
where our hearts are, and where we want to spend eternity.
St. Paul’s documentation of stewardship leaves little
Stewardship is one of the ways we can show God our desire
room for confusion in its importance. In his letter to the
for our salvation and a means to build up His Church.
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Ephesians Paul writes, “So Christ himself gave the apostles,
the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to
equip his people for works of service, so that the body
of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the
faith and in the knowledge of
the Son of God and become
mature, attaining to the
whole measure of the fullness
of Christ.”
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One of the most interpersonal dynamics of a Christian’s
relationship with God is stewardship. Because of
stewardship’s components of time, talent and treasure,
stewardship is analogous to sacrifice. Even before Christ,
the earliest of scriptures
emphasize stewardship in this
context—from Abel’s offering
a thankful heart and a fat
portion of his flock, to Abram’s
gift of ten percent of his
possessions to Melchizedek.

by Eric Clary

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Stewardship

