
All non-Orthodox visitors to our parish are welcome and may receive the blessed bread at the end 
of the Divine Liturgy. To receive Holy Communion, you must be baptized and confi rmed in the 
Orthodox Church. You must also have prepared under the spiritual direction of your Father Confessor, 
which presumes participation in the Sacrament of Confession. Before approaching the Communion 
Chalice, we should not have any foreign matter in or on our mouths; this includes food, gum, lipstick, 
etc. Please come up the middle aisle with reverence and humility. When receiving, please place the cloth 
under your chin, wipe your mouth and then hand the cloth to the next person.

St. John The Baptist Greek 
Orthodox Church

Mission Statement:
To foster the spiritual maturity of the Orthodox Christian faithful of St. John the Baptist 
and reach out to inquirers, the unchurched and inactive Orthodox on the west side of 
metropolitan Portland through worship, the sacramental life, education, philanthropy, 
hospitality, fellowship and the practice of Christian Stewardship, thereby serving as an 
instrument in the growth and expansion of the Orthodox Christian Church.

16th Sunday of Matthew
OUR RIGHTEOUS FATHER PARTHENIOS, BISHOP OF LAMPSACUS

OUR RIGHTEOUS FATHER LUKE OF GREECE
FEBRUARY 7, 2016

Third Mode / 3rd Morning Gospel

WINE DRIVE - You can support The Great St. John Chili Cook-Off by bringing a bottle of Chateau Ste Michelle Dry Riesling, 
Alamos Malbec, or BV Estates Pinot Noir to church anytime in the next two weeks. All are under $10 and can be found at your 
favorite grocery store. Tickets for the Cook-Off are available on our parish website now or at the door. Contestants: last day to 
register is TODAY! Looking forward to having a great time with you at the Cook-Off on Sunday, Feb. 21st, 5-8 p.m.!

The Baptism of Beth Carper will take place February 14th at 2pm. All are warmly invited to attend!!  What 
better way to celebrate Valentine’s Day than to participate in receiving a beloved new sister into the Body of 
Christ?!  There will be a meal to follow and much rejoicing.  RSVP to Jodi Hailey, (509) 264-0152. 

Young Adults - Please mark your calendars for Monday, February 8th, at 6:30 p.m. We will be continuing our 
book study with Father Theodore on Repentance and Confession, by Hieromonk Gregorios at the Dorrance 
home. We ask that everyone please bring $5 to help with food costs as dinner will be provided. If you have any 
questions please contact Beth Carper.

Everybody wins!  Nobody diets on Valentine’s Day!  Let Samuel, Hanna Mak or Deacon know if you can bake 
something special  for  Valentine’s day and help send our missionary builders to Project Mexico this summer.

Marriage Retreat Registration is now open! Visit  http://stjohngoc.org/major-upcoming-events/  today to sign up. 
The retreat, entitled Turning to Christ Together: Marriage as a Spiritual Path, a talk and conversation with Dn. Stephen 
Muse, PhD, will take place March 11th at 7:30 PM & March 12th at 11:00 AM at St. John. Please visit our website or 
contact Sylvia Taylor for more information. Registration forms may also be picked up outside the Church Offi ce. 

Immediate opening! Agia Sophia Academy is seeking a long-term substitute to teach  the remainder of this 
school year, as our current K/1 teacher has unexpectedly relocated across the country. Full and Part-time 
options available.  Due to the immediacy of this job opening, please email a letter of interest, and resume: 
elisha@asapdx.org. To fi nd out more visit http://www.asapdx.org/about-us/employment.

The Senior Ministry warmly invites you to attend our Pot Luck luncheon on February 22 from 11-1 pm. We are 
pleased to present Father Theodore who will be speaking to us about confession and repentance.

Women of the Parish, Mark your calendars! Philoptochos will be visiting St. John the Forerunner Monastery 
in Goldendale, WA April 8th-10th. Stay tuned for more details.

St. Parthenios was the son of a deacon from the city of Melitopolis. He know the words of the Gospel 
by heard from his early youth, and strove to fulfi l them. Settling beside a lake, he caught fi sh, sold them 
and shared the proceeds with the poor. By God’s providence, he was chosen as bishop of Lampsacus. He 
cleansed the city of paganism, closed the temples dedicated to idol-worship, built many churches and 
strengthened the faithful. He healed all manner of sickness through prayer, and was especially powerful 
over spirits. At one time when he was about to drive the evil spirit out of a madman, the evil spirit begged 
him not to. St. Parthenios lived long and showed in his deeds the greatness of his love for God and man. He 
entered into the eternal peace of Christ in the 4th century.
St. Luke of Greece was born in Castorius. Even as a child, he had no desire to taste meat, and spent the 
whole of his life in purity and prayer. One day he went to sow his fi eld with wheat. On the way, he gave the 
greater part of the wheat to a poor man and the lesser part, which remained to him, he sowed. God provided 
that, from this small amount of seed, there came a greater harvest than had previously come from the whole 
amount. After that, Luke ran away from his mother and entered a monastery. His widowed mother prayed 
ardently to God to reveal to her where her son was to be found. God heard her payer. The abbot of the 
monastery dreamed three times in succession that a woman was vehemently accusing him of taking her 
only son. The abbot then ordered Luke to return at once to his mother. Luke went and saw his mother, but 
once again left her, this time for good. He atoned for this sin on a mountain called “John’s Mountain.” He 
prayed at night and worked in the gardens and fi elds by day, not for himself but for the poor and the visitors, 
himself living only on barley bread. He was endowed by God with wonder-working gifts, and entered 
peacefully into rest in the year 946. From time to time, myrrh fl owed from his relics. 
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SMALL ENTRANCE HYMNS
Hymn of the Meeting of the Lord (1st Mode):
Rejoice, thou who art full of grace, O Virgin Theotokos, for from thee hath risen the Sun of Righteousness, 
Christ our God, enlightening those in darkness. Rejoice thou also, O righteous Elder, as thou receivest in thine 
arms the Redeemer of our souls, Who also granteth unto us the Resurrection. 

Resurrectional Hymn for this Sunday (3rd Mode):
Let all things above in heav’n rejoice, and let all things below on earth be glad. With all the might and strength 
of His arm, an eternal deed the Lord did perform: beneath His feet, He has trampled down death by death, and 
fi rst born of the dead has He become. From the depths of Hades, has He delivered us, and to all the world has 
granted His great redeeming mercy.

Repeat the Hymn of the Meeting of the Lord

Hymn of St. John the Baptist (2nd Mode):
The memory of the just is celebrated with hymns of praise, but the Lord’s testimony is suffi cient for thee, 
O Forerunner; for thou hast proved to be truly more venerable than the Prophets, since thou wast granted to 
baptize in the stream Him Whom they proclaimed. Wherefore having contested for the truth, thou didst rejoice 
to announce the good tidings even to those in Hades: that God hath appeared in the fl esh, taking away the sin of 
the world and granting to us great mercy.

Kontakion of the Meeting of the Lord (1st Mode):
Thou Who didst sanctify the Virgin’s womb by Thy birth, and didst bless Symeon’s hands as was meet, by 
anticipation hast even now saved us, O Christ God. But grant peace in the midst of wars unto Thy commonwealth 
and strengthen the hierarchs whom Thou hast loved, O only Friend of man.

EPISTLE READING: 2 Corinthians 6:1-10: (16th Sunday): 
BRETHREN, working together with him, then, we entreat you not to accept the grace of God in vain. For he 
says, “At the acceptable time I have listened to you, and helped you on the day of salvation.” Behold, now is 
the acceptable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. We put no obstacle in any one’s way, so that no fault 
may be found with our ministry, but as servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: through great 
endurance, in affl ictions, hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments, tumults, labors, watching, hunger; by 
purity, knowledge, forbearance, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love, truthful speech, and the power of God; 
with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good 
repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; as unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and behold we 
live; as punished, and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having 
nothing, and yet possessing everything.

GOSPEL READING: Matthew 25:14-30: (16th Sunday of Matthew): 
The Lord said this parable: “A man going on a journey called his servants and entrusted to them his property; 
to one he gave fi ve talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 
He who had received the fi ve talents went at once and traded with them; and he made fi ve talents more. So also, 
he who had the two talents made two talents more. But he who had received the one talent went and dug in the 
ground and hid his master’s money. Now after a long time the master of those servants came and settled accounts 
with them. And he who had received the fi ve talents came forward, bringing fi ve talents more, saying, ‘Master, 
you delivered to me fi ve talents; here I have made fi ve talents more.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good 
and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a little, I will set you over much; enter into the joy of your 
master.’ And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two talents; 
here I have made two talents more.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you have 
been faithful over a little, I will set you over much; enter into the joy of your master.’ He also who had received 
the one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and 
gathering where you did not winnow; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you 
have what is yours.’ But his master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where 
I have not sowed, and gather where I have not winnowed? Then you ought to have invested my money with 

the bankers, and at my coming I should have received what was my own with interest. So take the talent from 
him, and give it to him who has the ten talents. For to every one who has will more be given, and he will have 
abundance; but from him who has not, even what he has will be taken away. And cast the worthless servant into 
the outer darkness; there men will weep and gnash their teeth.” As he said these things he cried out: “He who 
has ears to hear, let him hear!”

PARISH ACTIVITIES FOR THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 7TH
Sunday, February 7th  Sunday of the Talents
    Orthros & Divine Liturgy      8:45 AM
    Sunday School/Theology 101                12:15 PM
    
Monday, February 8th  Theodore the General
    Orthros & Divine Liturgy      7:30 AM
    Young Adults at the Dorrance Home   6:30 PM

Tuesday, February 9th  Bible Study      9:30 AM
    YA Orthodoxy on Tap at the Lucky Lab   6:30 PM
    
Wednesday, February 10th  Basics of Orthodoxy Class (all are welcome)   7:00 PM
    Choir Practice      7:00 PM

Friday, February 12th  Sr. GOYA Monastery Trip Begins
    Moms & Tots Bible Study                         10:30 AM
                 
Saturday, February 13th  Sr. GOYA Monastery Trip Continues
    Great Vespers      5:00 PM
    
Sunday, February 14th  Sunday of the Canaanite Woman
    Orthros & Divine Liturgy      8:45 AM
    Sr. GOYA Project Mexico Bake Sale during Coffee Fellowship
    Sunday School/Theology 101                12:15 PM
    Beth Carper Baptism     2:00 PM

Welcome Visitors! Stop by our Visitors’ Table near the Logos Bookstore so we can welcome you! 

Changes are Coming. Our Parish Administrator will be returning to a career in nursing beginning in March. 
We are seeking to fi ll the position with someone outside our parish and will be publishing a job description & 
application shortly. If you know of anyone who may be interested in this position, please have them contact the 
Church Offi ce. We appreciate your patience during this transition period. 

Basics of Orthodoxy Classes will continue on Wednesday, February 10th at 7:00 PM and will be held on 
Wednesday nights through March 9th. During Lent, from March 28th - April 18th, class will meet on Monday 
nights at 7:00 PM after Great Compline. 

LOST AND FOUND is brimming.  Please check the closet near the north fellowship hall doors for items 
belonging to you and your family.  Items remaining after Feb. 14th will donated to a worthy cause.

The refrigerators in the kitchen are full! They will be cleaned out on a weekly basis by a generous volunteer. 
All items need to be labeled and dated before being placed in the refrigerator. This includes food for events and 
Sunday Snack. Unlabeled items will be thrown out. Thank you! 

Effective Feb 1st, Logos Bookstore will continue being open on Saturdays only when there are services or 
scheduled events occurring at the church on Saturdays. When there are no scheduled services or events at the 
church on Saturdays, then the bookstore will be closed on those Saturdays. People needing to bring prosphora or 
fl owers on a Saturday will be able to enter the church at least a half hour before Great Vespers. 


