
Welcome Visitors! All non-Orthodox visitors to our parish are welcome and may receive the blessed bread 
at the end of the Divine Liturgy. To receive Holy Communion, you must be baptized and confirmed in the  
Orthodox Church. You must also have prepared under the spiritual direction of your Father Confessor, 
which presumes participation in the Sacrament of Confession. Before approaching the Communion Chal-
ice, we should not have any foreign matter in or on our mouths; this includes food, gum, lipstick, etc. 
Please come up the middle aisle with reverence and humility. When receiving, please place the cloth under 
your chin, wipe your mouth and then hand the cloth to the next person.

St. John The Baptist Greek 
Orthodox Church

Mission Statement:
To foster the spiritual maturity of the Orthodox Christian faithful of St. John the Baptist 
and reach out to inquirers, the unchurched and inactive Orthodox on the west side of 
metropolitan Portland through worship, the sacramental life, education, philanthropy, 
hospitality, fellowship and the practice of Christian Stewardship, thereby serving as an 
instrument in the growth and expansion of the Orthodox Christian Church.
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The Men’s Breakfast with a Spiritual Discussion is  June 4th at 8:30 am.  It is open to all men. No need 
to RSVP, just show up! Please bring $5 to cover the cost of food. 
Young Adults- Please mark your calendars for Monday, June 6th, at 6:30p.m. We will be having a time of 
discussion and fellowship with Father Theodore at the Dorrance home. Please bring $5 to help with food 
costs as dinner will be provided. RSVP to Beth Carper at portland.orthodox@gmail.com
You are warmly invited to the baptisms of Barbara (Sophia) Carper and Aisha (Catherine) Panas 
on Sunday, June 12th after Divine Liturgy at about 1:00 PM. Join us for a luncheon following the 
sacrament and help celebrate Barbara’s and Aisha’s entry into the church. Please RSVP to Argero Hall 
at argero.hall@hotmail.com or 971-227-2895, if you are planning to attend the reception. Looking 
forward to seeing everyone there!
All Important Sts. Mary and Martha Gathering!  June 13th at 7pm. We will discuss organiza-
tional proposals.  Please plan to attend. The holy Martyr Photini was the Samaritan Woman, with whom the Savior conversed at Jacob’s Well 

(John. 4:5-42). After her conversion, she was baptised and received her name, which means “the enlight-
ened one.” During the time of the emperor Nero (54-68), who displayed excessive cruelty against Chris-
tians, St Photini lived in Carthage with her younger son Joses and fearlessly preached the Gospel there. Her 
eldest son Victor, who was later baptized Photinos, fought bravely in the Roman army against barbarians, 
and was appointed military commander in the city of Attalia (Asia Minor). Later, Nero called him to Italy 
to arrest and punish Christians. While he was Italy, he converted an official of the city to Christ along with 
all his servants. 
Reports of this reached Nero, and he commanded that the Christians be brought to him at Rome. All these 
things, and even future events, were revealed to St Photini. She left Carthage in the company of several 
Christians and joined the rest of her family in Rome. At Rome the emperor ordered the saints to be brought 
before him and he asked them whether they truly believed in Christ. All the confessors refused to renounce 
the Savior. Then the emperor gave orders to have them all tortured. Nero ordered that the men be blinded 
and locked up in prison, and St Photini and her five sisters were sent to the imperial court under the super-
vision of Nero’s daughter Domnina. St Photini converted both Domnina and all her servants to Christ. She 
also converted a sorcerer, who had brought her poisoned food to kill her.
Three years passed, and the men were all healed and continued to preach the Good News to visitors 
throughout Rome and in the prison. Nero then gave orders to again torture the saints and crucify them, but 
God healed them and freed them, causing the soldiers to convert. Finally, all but St. Photini were tortured 
and put to death. St. Photini was cruelly tortured and thrown down a well. She was removed from the well 
and locked up in prison for twenty days. After this Nero had her brought to him and asked if she would now 
relent and offer sacrifice to the idols. She refused and remained faithful to Christ. Seeing this, Nero gave 
orders to again throw the martyr down the well, where she surrendered her soul to God around 66 A.D.
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The Holy and Great Council of the Orthodox Church:  June 16-27 in Crete
Official Channels of Communications

For the first time in 1200 years, the primates of all 14  Orthodox autocephalous (or self-
governed) Churches, along with more than 300 bishops and others, will meet to pray and 
discuss issues of common concern. 
Keep up-to-date by visiting www.orthodoxcouncil.org for daily briefings, and by using 
the communication channels of the Ecumenical Patriarchate.

Website:   www.orthodoxcouncil.org    Twitter:    @EcPatrPress
Facebook:@ecumenicalpatriarchate    Flickr:      @patriarchate
YouTube: @Patriarchate



SMall EntrancE HyMnS
Hymn for Pascha (Plagal 1st Mode):
Christ is risen from the dead, by death He has trampled upon death and on those in the tombs He is bestowing 
life.
Hymn of the Resurrection for this Sunday (4th Mode):
When the tidings of the resurrection from the glorious angel was proclaimed unto the women disciples and 
our ancestral sentence also had been abolished, to the Apostles with boasting did they proclaim that death is 
vanquished evermore and Christ our God has risen from the dead and granted to the world His great mercy. 
Hymn of Mid-Pentecost (Plagal 4th Mode):
At the Mid-point of the Feast of Saviour, water my thirsty soul with streams of true devotion. For you cried 
out to all: “Any who thirst let them come to Me and let them drink.” O Source of Life, Christ our God, glory 
to You.
Hymn of St. John the Baptist (2nd Mode):
The memory of the just is celebrated with hymns of praise, but the Lord’s testimony is sufficient for thee, 
O Forerunner; for thou hast proved to be truly more venerable than the Prophets, since thou wast granted 
to baptize in the stream Him Whom they proclaimed. Wherefore having contested for the truth, thou didst 
rejoice to announce the good tidings even to those in Hades: that God hath appeared in the flesh, taking away 
the sin of the world and granting to us great mercy.
Kontakion of Pascha (Plagal 4th Mode):
Though Thou didst descend into the grave, O Immortal One, yet didst Thou destroy the power of Hades, 
and didst arise as victor, O Christ God, calling to the myrrh-bearing women, Rejoice, and giving peace unto 
Thine Apostles, O Thou Who dost grant resurrection to the fallen.
EPISTLE READING:  Acts 11:19-30 (Sunday of the 5th Week):
In those days, those apostles who were scattered because of the persecution that arose over Stephen traveled 
as far as Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to none except Jews. But there were some of 
them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who on coming to Antioch spoke to the Greeks also, preaching the Lord 
Jesus. And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number that believed turned to the Lord. News of 
this came to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. When he came and saw 
the grace of God, he was glad; and he exhorted them all to remain faithful to the Lord with steadfast purpose; 
for he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And a large company was added to the Lord. 
So Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul; and when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. For 
a whole year they met with the church, and taught a large company of people; and in Antioch the disciples 
were for the first time called Christians. Now in these days prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. 
And one of them named Agabos stood up and foretold by the Spirit that there would be a great famine over 
all the world; and this took place in the days of Claudius. And the disciples determined, every one according 
to his ability, to send relief to the brethren who lived in Judea, and they did so, sending it to the elders by the 
hand of Barnabas and Saul.
GOSPEL READING:  John 4:5-42 (Sunday of the Samaritan Woman):
At that time Jesus came to a city of Samaria, called Sychar, near the field that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. 
Jacob’s well was there, and so Jesus, wearied as he was with his journey, sat down beside the well. It was 
about the sixth hour. There came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 
For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food. The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it 
that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans. Jesus 
answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would 
have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” The woman said to him, “Sir, you have noth-
ing to draw with, and the well is deep; where do you get that living water? Are you greater than our father 
Jacob, who gave us the well, and drank from it himself, and his sons, and his cattle?” Jesus said to her, “Ev-
ery one who drinks of this water will thirst again, but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will 
never thirst; the water that I shall give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 
The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, that I may not thirst, nor come here to draw.” Jesus said 

to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” The woman answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus 
said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband;’ for you have had five husbands, and he whom 
you now have is not your husband; this you said truly.” The woman said to him, “Sir, I perceive that you 
are a prophet. Our fathers worshiped on this mountain; and you say that in Jerusalem is the place where 
men ought to worship.” Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this 
mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. You worship what you do not know; we worship 
what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worship-
ers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for such the Father seeks to worship him. God is spirit, and 
those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” The woman said to him, “I know the Messiah 
is coming (he who is called Christ); when he comes, he will show us all things.” Jesus said to her, “I who 
speak to you am he.” Just then his disciples came. They marveled that he was talking with a woman, but 
none said, “What do you wish?” or, “Why are you talking with her?” So the woman left her water jar, and 
went away into the city, and said to the people, “Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did. Can this 
be the Christ?” They went out of the city and were coming to him. Meanwhile the disciples besought him, 
saying, “Rabbi, eat.” But he said to them, “I have food to eat of which you do not know.” So the disciples 
said to one another, “Has any one brought him food?” Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of 
him who sent me, and to accomplish his work. Do you not say,  There are yet four months, then comes the 
harvest? I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see how the fields are already white for harvest. He who reaps 
receives wages, and gathers fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. For here 
the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor; 
others have labored, and you have entered into their labor.” Many Samaritans from that city believed in 
him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me all that I ever did.” So when the Samaritans came to 
him, they asked him to stay with them; and he stayed there two days. And many more believed because 
of his word. They said to the woman,  “It is no longer because of your words that we believe, for we have 
heard for ourselves, and we know that this is indeed the Savior of the world.”

PariSH activitiES For tHE WEEk oF May 29nd 
Sunday, May 29   Sunday of the Samaritan Woman (5th Sunday after Pascha)
    Orthros & Divine Liturgy      8:45 AM

Monday, May 30   Memorial Day
    Church Office Closed

Tuesday, May 31   Bible Study      9:30 AM
    Strategic Planning Meeting                  7:00 PM
Wednesday, June 1  Choir Practice                    7:00 PM

Friday, June3   Mary and Martha Ministry Board Meeting                  9:30 AM  
    Mom’s and Tots Bible Study                10:30 AM
    
Saturday, June 4   Men’s Breakfast                    8:30 AM
    Missions and Evangelism Meeting     3:45 PM
    Memorial for Cecelia Buckley      4:45PM 
    Great Vespers             5:00 PM
    GOYA BBQ at the Duchow-Pressley home    6:30 PM

Sunday, June 5   Sunday of the Blind Man (6th Sunday after Pascha)
    Orthros & Divine Liturgy                    8:45 AM
    Sunday School Awards                  11:45AM

Christ is Risen!  Truly He is Risen


