
Welcome Visitors! All non-Orthodox visitors to our parish are welcome and may receive the blessed bread 
at the end of the Divine Liturgy. To receive Holy Communion, you must be baptized and confirmed in the  
Orthodox Church. You must also have prepared under the spiritual direction of your Father Confessor, 
which presumes participation in the Sacrament of Confession. Before approaching the Communion Chal-
ice, we should not have any foreign matter in or on our mouths; this includes food, gum, lipstick, etc. 
Please come up the middle aisle with reverence and humility. When receiving, please place the cloth under 
your chin, wipe your mouth and then hand the cloth to the next person.

St. John The Baptist Greek 
Orthodox Church

Mission Statement:
To foster the spiritual maturity of the Orthodox Christian faithful of St. John the Baptist 
and reach out to inquirers, the unchurched and inactive Orthodox on the west side of 
metropolitan Portland through worship, the sacramental life, education, philanthropy, 
hospitality, fellowship and the practice of Christian Stewardship, thereby serving as an 
instrument in the growth and expansion of the Orthodox Christian Church.

5th Sunday of Matthew
The Holy and Great Martyr Christina

4th Mode/ 5th Morning gospel
July 24, 2016

Young Adult Picnic Today
Please join us following Divine Liturgy for a picnic, at Cedar Hills Park. 

Sweet Treats, Coffee and a good Cause! 
Please enjoy the sweets today and if you are able, give a free-will offering to benefit St John the Forerunner 
Monastery. Thank you!.   

Open House
Are you planning to bring a friend to the Open House here at St. John’s?  It’s next week Saturday, July 30th and 
again on Aug. 20th following a Teaching Vespers at 5pm.  

GOYA Raft Trip
GOYA raft trip is next weekend, Sunday July 31st to Aug. 1st.  The event is open to Sr. GOYA.  If you haven’t 
already, contact Deacon Innocent to sign-up at pdxdps@gmail.com.

Greek Open Golf Tournament and Dinner
Tee Off on September 19th! There are still spaces available.    Dinner tickets can be bought separately.  All in 
support of Agia Sophia Academy. Sign up at www.greekopen.com

Come and Celebrate
Fr. Theodore Dorrance’s 25th Anniversary to the Priesthood on Sunday, September 25th at Langdon Farms 
Country Club.  On-line reservations will be available soon on the Parish website: www.stjohngoc.org and after 
services on Sunday’s in August.

For more information: Patricia Poulos – 503.515.5353  kevi117@comcast.net
             Eva Walters – 503.508.8619  swalters7948@comcast.net

PC:   Roth/Walsh  G:   Benson   Altar Boys Team C:  Tobias, Kyle, Levi, Aiden, Thomas, Petros, Gabriel
Clean-up Team 8:  Patske, Rich, McKenzie, Reiter, Downs, Ionescu, Walker, Hafez
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The Martyr Christina lived during the third century. She was born into a rich family, and her father was Governor 
of Tyre.  He wanted his daughter to become a pagan priestess. He placed her in a special room where he had set 
up gold and silver idols, and ordered his daughter to burn incense before them.
In her solitude, she constantly thought about the Creator of the world and was convinced that the idols in her room 
could not create anything, since they were created by human hands. She began to pray to the One God with tears, 
entreating Him to reveal Himself. Her soul blazed with love for the Unknown God, and she intensified her prayer 
all the more, combining it with fasting.
Christina was visited by an angel, who instructed her in the true faith in Christ. The angel called her a bride of 
Christ and told her that she would suffer for her faith. Christina smashed all the idols in her room and threw them 
out the window. Shortly thereafter, Christina’s father visited her and asked where all the idols had gone. Christina 
would not speak, but summoning her servants, her father learned the truth from them.
She confessed her faith in the One True God, and that she had destroyed the idols. He fiercely beat Christina and 
threw her in prison. Christina’s mother came crying to her daughter’s cell and urged her to renounce Christ. How-
ever, Christina remained unyielding. She was brought to trial and ordered that she worship the pagan gods and ask 
forgiveness for her sins. Instead, she gave a firm and steadfast confession of her faith in Christ.
She was tied to an iron wheel, beneath which was lit a fire. Her body, turning round, was scorched on all sides. She 
was then thrown back into prison. That night, an angel appeared and healed her wounds. Seeing her unharmed, 
her father gave orders to drown her in the sea. An angel sustained Christina while the stone sank to the bottom, 
and she miraculously came out of the water and reappeared before her father. Her father subscribed this event to 
sorcery, and he decided to execute her in the morning. However, that same night, her father suddenly died.
Governor Dion was sent in his place and ordered her to renounce Christ, but seeing her unyielding firmness, he 
again subjected her to torture and threw her into prison where he thought she would perish. However, people 
began to flock to her, and 300 were converted.
A new Governor arrived and resumed Christina’s torture. She was locked in a red-hot furnace. After five days she 
was found alive and unharmed. Seeing this miracle, many came to believe in Christ the Savior.
Finally, St. Christina was executed with a sword.



Small EntrancE HymnS

Resurrectional Hymn for this Sunday (4th  Mode):
When the tidings of the Resurrection from the glorious angel was proclaimed unto the women disciples, 
and our ancestral sentence also had been abolished, to the apostles with boasting did they proclaim that 
death is vanquished ever more and Christ our God has risen from the dead, and granted to the world His 
great mercy. 
To fedron tis anastaseos kirigma ek tu anggelu mathuse e tu Kiriu mathitrie ke tin progonikin apofasin 
aporripsase tis Apostolis kafhomena elegon eskilefte o thanatos igerthi Christos o Theos thorumenos to 
kosmo to mega eleos.
Hymn of the Great Martyr Christina (4th Mode):
O Lord Jesus, unto Thee Thy lamb doth cry with a great voice: O my Bridegroom, Thee I love; in 
seeking Thee, I now contest, and with Thy baptism am crucified and buried. I suffer for Thy sake, 
that I may reign with Thee; for Thy sake I die, that I may live in Thee: accept me offered out of 
longing to Thee as a spotless sacrifice. Lord, save our souls through her intercession, since Thou 
art great in mercy.
Hymn of St. John the Baptist (2nd Mode):
The memory of the just is celebrated with hymns of praise, but the Lord’s testimony is sufficient for 
thee, O Forerunner; for thou hast proved to be truly more venerable than the Prophets, since thou 
wast granted to baptize in the stream Him Whom they proclaimed. Wherefore having contested 
for the truth, thou didst rejoice to announce the good tidings even to those in Hades: that God hath 
appeared in the flesh, taking away the sin of the world and granting to us great mercy.
Kontakion of the Theotokos (2nd Mode):
A protection of Christians unshamable, intercessor to our Holy Maker, unwavering, reject not the 
prayerful cries of those who are in sin. Instead, come to us, for you are good; your loving help 
bring unto us, who are crying in faith to you: hasten to intercede and speed now to supplicate, as 
a protection for all time, Theotokos, for those who honor you.
EPISTLE READING:  Romans 10:1-10 (5th Sunday of Matthew):
BRETHREN, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for them is that they may be saved.  I bear 
them witness that they have a zeal for God, but it is not enlightened. For, being ignorant of the 
righteousness that comes from God, and seeking to establish their own, they did not submit to 
Gods righteousness. For Christ is the end of the law, that every one who has faith may be justified. 
Moses writes that the man who practices the righteousness which is based on the law shall live 
by it.  But the righteousness based on faith says, Do not say in your heart, “Who will ascend into 
heaven?” (that is, to bring Christ down) or “Who will descend into the abyss?” (that is to bring 
Christ up from the dead). But what does it say? The word is near you, on your lips and in your 
heart (that is, the word of faith which we preach); because, if you confess with your lips that Jesus 
is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For man 
believes with his heart and so is justified, and he confesses with his lips so he is saved. 
GOSPEL READING Matthew 8:28-34, 9:1 (5th Sunday of Matthew):
At that time, when Jesus came to the other side, to the country of the Gadarenes, two demoniacs met 
him, coming out of the tombs, so fierce that no one could pass that way. And behold, they cried out, 
“What have you to do with us, O Son of God? Have you come here to torment us before the time?” 
Now a herd of many swine was feeding at some distance from them. And the demons begged him, 
“If you cast us out, send us away into the herd of swine.” And he said to them, “Go.” So they came 
out and went into the swine; and behold, the whole herd rushed down the steep bank into the sea, 
and perished in the waters. The herdsmen fled, and going into the city they told everything, and what 
had happened to the demoniacs. And behold, all the city came out to meet Jesus; and when they 
saw him, they begged him to leave their neighborhood. And getting into a boat he crossed over and 
came to his own city.

PariSH activitiES For tHE WEEk oF July 24tH
               
Sunday, July 24 5th Sunday of Matthew
   Orthros & Divine Liturgy              8:45 AM
   Young Adult Picnic             12:00 PM
Tuesday, July 26 St. Paraskevi 
Wednesday, July 27 St. Panteleimon
Thursday, July 28 Mom’s Night Out at the J. Hudanish home            6:30 PM
Saturday, July 30 Mae Shirley Baptism               3:00 PM
   Great Vespers               5:00 PM
   Open House                7:00 PM
Sunday, July 31st Orthros & Divine Liturgy                        8:45 AM
   GOYA Raft Trip                        12:00 PM
    


