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Welcome Visitors! All non-Orthodox visitors to our parish are welcome and may receive the blessed bread 
at the end of the Divine Liturgy. To receive Holy Communion, you must be baptized and confirmed in the  
Orthodox Church. You must also have prepared under the spiritual direction of your Father Confessor, which 
presumes participation in the Sacrament of Confession. Before approaching the Communion Chalice, we 
should not have any foreign matter in or on our mouths; this includes food, gum, lipstick, etc. Please come 
up the middle aisle with reverence and humility. When receiving, please place the cloth under your chin, 
wipe your mouth and then hand the cloth to the next person.

11th Sunday of Matthew
Hieromartyr Babylas

Prophet moses
Second Mode/11th Morning gospel

September 4, 2016Grab and Give Bags turn 1 year!  Since the start of this ministry, individuals of St. John’s have made 269 
bags for the homeless, or about 22 a month!  We need more volunteers to keep it up. Contact Jillian Walsh 
jilliankehr3@gmail.com to sign up.
Blessing of the Law Enforcement Wednesday, September 7th, 3:30pm. We will pray for departed officers and 
offer a blessing to our local law enforcement officers.
Men’s Breakfast with Spiritual Discussion lead by Fr. Timothy September 10th at 8:30am.  No need to RSVP.  
Just show up.  Please bring $5 suggested donation for the food costs.  Thank you.
NEW DATE: Youth Choir will begin on Sunday, September 18th following Divine Liturgy in the North 
Fellowship Hall. There will be a Youth Choir kick-off Swim Party at the Dorrance home on Saturday, September 
17th from 1:30-4:00pm. Please call or email Presvytera Stacey if your child will be joining! See flyer for details.
Young Adults- Please mark your calendars for Monday, September 12th, at 6:30pm. We will be having a time 
of discussion, potluck, and fellowship with Father Theodore at the Dorrance home. See Beth Carper for details.
You are warmly invited to Alyssa Mansager & Ben Meals’ wedding on October 16th, 2016 at 3:30pm at 
Holy Cross Orthodox Church in Yakima, Washington. RSVP by September 15th at alyandben.rsvpify.com 
and let us know in the notes line if you are able to help out with the event!

PC: Poulos/Mirras  G: Blankenstein   Altar Boys Team D: Demetrius, Constantine, Athanasios, Basil, Wade, Owen, Simon
Clean up Team 4: Corazza, Trumpower, Buckley, Williams/Teeney, Soot, Ketrenos B & A, Dunfield, Gonzales, Ramzi

 Witnessing
        the Truth
               of Apostolic
                      Christianity

Hieromartyr Babylas was Bishop of Antioch during the reign of the Emperor Numerian. This Numerian 
concluded a peace treaty with a barbarian king, who was more noble and peace-loving than he. As 
a sign of his sincere desire for a lasting peace, the barbarian king gave his young son to be brought 
up and educated in Numerian’s court. One day Numerian stabbed this innocent boy to death with his 
own hands, and offered him as a sacrifice to the idols. Still hot from the crime and the innocent blood, 
this criminal with an emperor’s crown went to a Christian church to see what was going on there. St. 
Babylas was at prayer with the people, and heard that the emperor had come. Babylas interrupted 
the service, went out in front of the church, and told the emperor that as he was an idolater he could 
not enter the holy temple where the one, true God was glorified. In a homily about Babylas, St. John 
Chrysostom said: ``Who else in the world would he fear-he who, with such authority, repulsed the 
emperor?… By this, he taught emperors not to overreach their authority beyond the measure given to 
them by God, and he also showed the clergy how to use their own authority.’’ The shamed emperor 
turned back, but planned revenge. The following day, he summoned Babylas and berated him, urging 
him to offer sacrifice to the idols, which the saint steadfastly refused to do. The emperor then cast him 
into prison. The emperor also tortured three children: Urban, Prilidian and Hippolinus. Babylas was 
their spiritual father and teacher, and they, out of love for him, had not run away. They were the sons 
of Christodula, an honorable Christian woman who had herself suffered for Christ. After enduring 
tortures, all three were beheaded with the sword. The chained Babylas was present at the beheading of 
the children and encouraged them. After that, he laid his own honorable head under the sword. He was 
buried in his chains by the Christians, in the same grave as those three wondrous children. Their holy 
souls flew off to their heavenly habitation, while their miracle-working relics remained for the benefit 
of the faithful, as a constant witness to their heroism in the Faith. They suffered in about the year 250.
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Mission Statement:
To foster the spiritual maturity of the Orthodox Christian faithful of St. John the Baptist and 
reach out to inquirers, the unchurched and inactive Orthodox on the west side of metropolitan 
Portland through worship, the sacramental life, education, philanthropy, hospitality, fellowship 
and the practice of Christian Stewardship, thereby serving as an instrument in the growth and 
expansion of the Orthodox Christian Church.

Dear Parish Family, 
We would like to remind you of the dinner party in honor of Father Theodore 

coming up on September 25th. This is a very special time to honor our Priest who 
has touched many lives over the past 25 years, so please don’t miss this important 
event! 

The deadline for purchase of tickets is TODAY, September 4th. 
Tickets can be purchase at http://stjohngoc.org/signup/ or during coffee hour.

 If you have a question or concern:
Contact Patricia Poulos (503) 515-5353 or Eva Walters (503) 508-8619. 



Small entrance HymnS

Resurrectional Hymn for this Sunday (2nd Mode):
When You descended to the realm of death, You as Life Immortal rendered to Hades a mortal blow 
by Your all radiant divinity. And when You from infernal depths and the darkness below did raise the 
dead, all the hosts of heaven’s powers did proclaim and cry out, “O Life-giving Christ and our God, 
we give glory.”
Ote katilthes pros ton thanaton, i zoi athanatos, tote ton Athin enekrosas ti astrapi tis theotitos. Ote the 
ke tus tethneotas ek ton katahthonion anestisas, pase e thinamis ton epuranion ekravgazon. Zothota 
Christe, o Theos imon, thoxa Si.
Hymn of the Hieromartyr (4th Mode):
As a sharer of the ways and a successor to the throne of the Apostles, O inspired of God, thou foundest 
discipline to be a means of ascent to divine vision. Wherefore, having rightly divided the word of truth, thou 
didst also contest for the Faith even unto blood, O Hieromartyr Babylas. Intercede with Christ our God that 
our souls be saved.
Hymn of St. John the Baptist (2nd Mode):
The memory of the just is celebrated with hymns of praise, but the Lord’s testimony is sufficient for thee, 
O Forerunner; for thou hast proved to be truly more venerable than the Prophets, since thou wast granted to 
baptize in the stream Him Whom they proclaimed. Wherefore having contested for the truth, thou didst rejoice 
to announce the good tidings even to those in Hades: that God hath appeared in the flesh, taking away the sin 
of the world and granting to us great mercy.
Kontakion of the Nativity of the Theotokos (4th Mode):
By your holy nativity, O immaculate one, Joachim and Anna were delivered from the reproach of barrenness, 
and Adam and Eve from the corruption of death. Your people celebrate it, having been saved from the penalty 
of their transgressions, crying unto you: The barren gives birth to the Theotokos, the nourisher of Life. 
EPISTLE READING: I Corinthians 9:2-12 (11th Sunday): 
Brethren, you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord. This is my defense to those who would examine me. 
Do we not have the right to our food and drink? Do we not have the right to be accompanied by a wife, as 
the other apostles and the brothers of the Lord and Cephas? Or is it only Barnabas and I who have no right to 
refrain from working for a living? Who serves as a soldier at his own expense?  Who plants a vineyard without 
eating any of its fruit? Who tends a flock without getting some of the milk? Do I say this on human authority? 
Does not the law say the same? For it is written in the law of Moses, “You shall not muzzle an ox when it is 
treading out the grain.” Is it for oxen that God is concerned? Does he not speak entirely for our sake? It was 
written for our sake, because the plowman should plow in hope and the thresher thresh in hope of a share in 
the crop. If we have sown spiritual good among you, is it too much if we reap your material benefits? If others 
share this rightful claim upon you, do not we still more? Nevertheless, we have not made use of this right, but 
we endure anything rather than put an obstacle in the way of the gospel of Christ.
GOSPEL READING: Matthew 18:23-35 (11th Sunday of Matthew): 
The Lord said this parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts 
with his servants. When he began the reckoning, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents; 
and as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and 
payment to be made. So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Lord, have patience with me, and I will 
pay you everything.’ And out of pity for him the lord of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. 
But that same servant, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii; 
and seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ So his fellow servant fell down and besought him, 
‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ He refused and went and put him in prison till he should pay 
the debt. When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and 
reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked 
servant! I forgave you all that debt because you besought me; and should not you have had mercy on your 
fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord delivered him to the jailers, till he should pay 
all his debt. So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from 
your heart.”

pariSH activitieS For tHe Week oF September 4tH
 

Sunday, September 4th  11th Sunday of Matthew
    Orthros & Divine Liturgy           8:45 AM
Monday, September 5th  Labor Day
                                                  Church Office Closed  
Tuesday, September 6th  Bible Study     9:30 AM
    Strategic Planning Meeting               7:00 PM 
Wednesday, September 7th Agia Sophia Academy Blessing   8:30 AM
    Blessing of the Law Enforcement              3:30 PM
    Orthros & Divine Liturgy              5:30 PM
Thursday, September 8th Nativity of the Theotokos 
    Take ‘n’ Bake Prep-Walnuts & Butter  9:45 AM
Friday, September 9th  Newsletter Deadline       
    Mom’s ‘n Tots Bible Study   10:30 AM
Saturday, September 10th Men’s Breakfast    8:30 AM
    Great Vespers     5:00 PM
    Sr. GOYA -Fireside Chat   6:00 PM
    followed by End of Summer BBQ
    at the Duchow-Pressley home
Sunday, September 11th Sunday before the Holy Cross
    Orthros & Divine Liturgy           8:45 AM
    Sunday School/Theology 101   12:15 PM

St. John Strategic Plan Update
With the advent of the Ecclesiastical New Year, the St. John Strategic Plan leadership 
committee would like to provide regular updates regarding details and progress of the 
program that we as a Church have adopted in order to assess the direction of the future of 
our Church.
The St. John Strategic Plan leadership team has been meeting monthly to explore the best 
ways to gather feedback from as many parishioners as possible in order to determine an 
overall understanding of our priorities as a growing Church.  Some examples of those 
priorities include various parish ministries, identifying emerging needs and opportunities 
for new programs as well as facility needs and funding.
The St. John Strategic Plan leadership committee has determined that some surveys are 
needful in order to gather information from the parish. 
The two principle surveys being used to gather information are the ONCD (Orthodox Natural 
Church Development) survey, which was administered in early summer and a “homegrown 
survey” that the leadership committee is just finishing to develop.  The homegrown survey 
is a more localized survey, specific to our parish. Parishioners will have the opportunity to 
take this survey later this month. Stay tuned for information on how to access the survey! 
The leadership committee has also planned to conduct a SWOT (Strengths, Weaknesses, 
Opportunities, Threats) analysis in a workshop setting. This workshop will be used to 
gather more information and delve deeper into some of the information received from the 
two written surveys.  The SWOT workshop will occur this Fall.


