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Welcome Visitors! All non-Orthodox visitors to our parish are welcome and may receive the blessed bread 
at the end of the Divine Liturgy. To receive Holy Communion, you must be baptized and confirmed in the  
Orthodox Church. You must also have prepared under the spiritual direction of your Father Confessor, which 
presumes participation in the Sacrament of Confession. Before approaching the Communion Chalice, we 
should not have any foreign matter in or on our mouths; this includes food, gum, lipstick, etc. Please come 
up the middle aisle with reverence and humility. When receiving, please place the cloth under your chin, 
wipe your mouth and then hand the cloth to the next person.
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September 25, 2016

A HUGE THANK YOU to all the love you poured on the ‘Moms-To-Be’ from the Pregnancy Resource Center. 
(PRC)  We collected several needed items and $520 to purchase more for the pregnant women being supported 
by the PRC. The items were dropped off and the volunteers were elated.  The term “above and beyond” was 
used to describe how they felt about our donations.  Thank you for your faithfulness to this life-saving ministry!
The Second Annual St. John’s Take ‘n’ Bake fundraiser is currently taking orders! Stop by the Take ‘n’ Bake 
table during coffee hour now until Oct. 16th to pre-order Greek dishes and pick up your order forms so you can 
sell to friends and coworkers! Online ordering available. See Christina Blankenstein for more info.
The Downs family warmly invites everyone to the Baptism of their son, Thomas, on Saturday, October 8 at 
10 am. Reception to follow.
Kyle Hummel, Corporate and Community Relations Coordinator with the Oregon Food Bank, will be our 
Guest Speaker during the Theology 101 adult class on Sunday, October 23rd. This talk will coincide with our 
Annual Ducks vs. Beaver Food Drive benefiting the Oregon Food Bank. Kyle has amazing knowledge about all 
aspects of the Oregon Food Bank and is very passionate about his job. You won’t want to miss him.
Young Adults-Join us Monday, October 24th at for a time of discussion, dinner and prayer with Fr. Theodore 
at the Dorrance home. Please see Beth Carper to RSVP and for more details.
Volunteers Needed for Holy Trinity’s Greek Festival Gyro Booth next weekend September 30th-October 2nd. 
Sign up for a 4 hr gyro shift to receive a free gyro. This is a great activity for kids, so bring the whole family. 
Proceeds go to Holy Trinity, other charities and communities as well! 
To volunteer for Gyro booth please contact Chris Perlmutter.               To sign up go to:  https://goo.gl/fpOeCi  

PC: Crosby/Walsh  G: Goldman  Altar Servers Team B: Anthony, Christos, Stathi, Nicholas S., Makarios, Nicholas D.
Clean up Team 7: Gebrehiwot, Hailey, Jungwirth, Deming, Russo, Walters, Hall I, Stebner, Dale

 Witnessing
        the Truth
               of Apostolic
                      Christianity

St. Euphrosyne was the daughter of Paphnutios, a wealthy man in Alexandria. Not desiring to marry, 
she put on men’s clothing and presented herself at a monastery, taking the name Smaragdus. The abbot 
received her and she grew in virtue through the ascetic life. When her father visited the monastery many 
years later, the abbot sent him to his disguised daughter for counsel. Later, at the time of her death, 
Euphrosyne revealed herself to her father and after burying her, he himself entered the monastery. 
Our Righteous Father Sergius was born in Rostov, north of Moscow, about the year 1314. 
Named Bartholomew in Baptism, he was brought up in Radonezh, and at the death of his parents 
he withdrew to the wilderness to become a monk. It is notable that without having been trained in a 
monastery, he was of such a spiritual stature as to be able to take up the perilous eremitical life from 
the beginning, without falling into delusion or despondency. When he had endured with courage the 
deprivations of the solitary life, other monks began to come to him, for whom he was made abbot 
against his will. On the counsel of Philotheus, Patriarch of Constantinople, he organized his monks 
according to the cenobitic life, appointing duties to each. While Anthony and Theodosius of Kiev, 
and the other righteous Fathers before Sergius, had established their monasteries near to cities, 
Sergius was the leader and light of those who went far into the wilderness, and after his example 
the untrodden forests of northern Russia were settled with monks. When Grand Duke Demetrius 
Donskoy was about to go to battle against the invading Tartars, he first sought the blessing of Saint 
Sergius, through whose prayers he was triumphant. Saint Sergius was adorned with the highest 
virtues of Christ-like humility and burning love for God and neighbour, and received the gift of 
working wonders, of casting out demons, and of discretion for leading souls to salvation. When he 
served the Divine Liturgy, an Angel served with him visibly; he was also vouchsafed the visitation 
of the most holy Theotokos with the Apostles Peter and John. He was gathered to his Fathers on 
September 25, 1392. At the recovery of his holy relics on July 5, 1422, his body and garments were 
found fragrant and incorrupt. His life was written by the monks of Epiphanius, who knew him
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Mission Statement:
To foster the spiritual maturity of the Orthodox Christian faithful of St. John the Baptist and 
reach out to inquirers, the unchurched and inactive Orthodox on the west side of metropolitan 
Portland through worship, the sacramental life, education, philanthropy, hospitality, fellowship 
and the practice of Christian Stewardship, thereby serving as an instrument in the growth and 
expansion of the Orthodox Christian Church.

The St. John Strategic Plan Committee is getting ready to launch our Parish-wide survey on 
Sunday, October 2nd. All Parishioners who are pledged stewards as well as Parishioners who 
are regularly attending St. John the Baptist and have an interest in the future of our Church will be 
invited to participate. 
The results of this new survey will be an integral part of the broader Strategic Planning process as 
we develop our 'Shared Vision of the Future' of our Church. The survey will be distributed digitally 
and there will be a two week window to reply. Please watch for additional information about the 
survey on the Church's website, in the Fellowship Hall and in your email inbox.



Small entrance HymnS
Resurrectional Hymn for this Sunday (Plagal 1st Mode):
When the angelic powers appeared at Your tomb and those who guarded You became as though dead, 
and standing by Your sepulcher was Mary seeking Your pure and sacred body. For You did vanquish 
Hades, and uncorrupted by its touch, You came unto the virgin woman, bestowing the gift of life. O 
You Who rose from the dead, Lord, we give glory to You.
Angelike thinamis epi to mnima Su, ke i filassontes apenekrothisan. ke istato Maria en to tafo zitusa 
to achranton Su soma. Eskilefsas ton Athin me pirasthis ip aftu ipindisas ti Partheno, thorumenos tin 
zoin o Anastas ek ton nekron, Kirie thoxa Si.
Hymn of our Righteous Mother Euphrosyne of Egypt (Plagal 4th Mode):
In thee the image was preserved with exactness, O Mother; for taking up thy cross, thou didst follow 
Christ, and by thy deeds thou didst teach us to overlook the flesh, for it passeth away, but to attend to 
the soul since it is immortal. Wherefore, O righteous Euphrosyne, thy spirit rejoiceth with the Angels.
Hymn of St. John the Baptist (2nd Mode):
The memory of the just is celebrated with hymns of praise, but the Lord’s testimony is sufficient for 
thee, O Forerunner; for thou hast proved to be truly more venerable than the Prophets, since thou wast 
granted to baptize in the stream Him Whom they proclaimed. Wherefore having contested for the 
truth, thou didst rejoice to announce the good tidings even to those in Hades: that God hath appeared 
in the flesh, taking away the sin of the world and granting to us great mercy.
Kontakion of the Theotokos (1st Mode):
A protection of Christians unshamable, intercessor to our Holy Maker, unwavering, reject not the 
prayerful cries of those who are in sin. Instead, come to us, for you are good; your loving help bring 
unto us, who are crying in faith to you: hasten to intercede and speed now to supplicate, as a protection 
for all time, Theotokos, for those who honor you.
EPISTLE READING: II Corinthians 1:21-24; 2: 1-4 (14th Sunday): 
Brethren, it is God who establishes us with you in Christ, and has commissioned us; he has put his seal 
upon us and given us his Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee. But I call God to witness against me—it 
was to spare you that I refrained from coming to Corinth. Not that we lord it over your faith; we work 
with you for your joy, for you stand firm in your faith. For I made up my mind not to make you another 
painful visit. For if I cause you pain, who is there to make me glad but the one whom I have pained? 
And I wrote as I did, so that when I came I might not suffer pain from those who should have made 
me rejoice, for I felt sure of all of you, that my joy would be the joy of you all. For I wrote you out of 
much affliction and anguish of heart and with many tears, not to cause you pain but to let you know 
the abundant love that I have for you. 
GOSPEL READING: Luke 5:1-11 (1st Sunday of Luke): 
At that time, Jesus was standing by the lake of Gennesaret. And he saw two boats by the lake; but the 
fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. Getting into one of the boats, which was 
Simons, he asked him to put out a little from the land. And he sat down and taught the people from 
the boat. And when he had ceased speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep and let down 
your nets for a catch.” And Simon answered, “Master, we toiled all night and took nothing! But at 
your word I will let down the nets.” And when they had done this, they enclosed a great shoal of fish; 
and as their nets were breaking, they beckoned to their partners in the other boat to come and help 
them. And they came and filled both the boats, so that they began to sink. But when Simon Peter saw 
it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.” For he was 
astonished, and all that were with him, at the catch of fish which they had taken; and so also were 
James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, “Do not 
be afraid; henceforth you will be catching men.” And when they had brought their boats to land, they 
left everything and followed him. 

pariSH activitieS For tHe Week oF September 25tH
 
Sunday, September 25th First Sunday of Luke
    Orthros & Divine Liturgy           8:45 AM
    Sunday School/Theology 101  12:15 PM
    Fr. Theodore’s 25th Anniversary Dinner  5:00 PM
Monday, September 26th St. John the Theologian
    Sts. Mary & Martha CHAAMPS Focus Group 7:00 PM
Tuesday, September 27th Bible Study     9:30 AM
    Take ‘n’ Bake Tyropita   11:00 PM
    Council of Ministries Meeting               6:30 PM
Wednesday, September 28th Choir Practice     7:00 PM
Friday, September 30th  Moms ‘n Tots Bible Study   10:30 AM
    Men’s Work Trip to the Monastery
Saturday, October 1st  Memorial for Nikitas Sardis   4:45 PM
    Great Vespers    5:00 PM
Sunday, October 2nd  First Sunday of Luke
    Orthros & Divine Liturgy           8:45 AM
    Sunday School/Theology 101  12:15 PM

2016 FALL WOMEN’S RETREAT

Restoring the Image ~
Women, Beauty, and the Church

Presenter: Kh. Krista West
Time: 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Date: Saturday, November 5

Location: St. John the Baptist GOC
Registration fee:

—before Oct. 1: $20.00
(register after Divine Liturgy, September 25)

—after Oct. 1: $25.00
(mail registration to the Church)

Don’t forget to enter the fundraiser RAFFLE!
It’s a WIN-WIN!!


