
All non-Orthodox visitors to our parish are welcome and may receive the blessed bread at the end 
of the Divine Liturgy. To receive Holy Communion, you must be baptized and confirmed in the  
Orthodox Church. You must also have prepared under the spiritual direction of your Father Confessor, 
which presumes participation in the Sacrament of Confession. Before approaching the Communion 
Chalice, we should not have any foreign matter in or on our mouths; this includes food, gum, lipstick, 
etc. Please come up the middle aisle with reverence and humility. When receiving, please place the cloth 
under your chin, wipe your mouth and then hand the cloth to the next person.

St. John The Baptist Greek 
Orthodox Church

Mission Statement:
To foster the spiritual maturity of the Orthodox Christian faithful of St. John the Baptist 
and reach out to inquirers, the unchurched and inactive Orthodox on the west side of 
metropolitan Portland through worship, the sacramental life, education, philanthropy, 
hospitality, fellowship and the practice of Christian Stewardship, thereby serving as an 
instrument in the growth and expansion of the Orthodox Christian Church.

Sunday of the Myrrhbearers, Joseph & Nicodemus
Holy Heiromartyr Basilios, Bishop of Amasia

April 26, 2015 
Second Mode / 4th Morning Gospel

TODAY is the Last Day to Sign-up for Supper for Six (for Jan, Feb & Mar): Open and targeted to 
any couple in the church, Supper for Six is a great way to break bread with other couples in the church. 
Supper for Six consists of randomly selected, rotating groups of three couples that meet once a month 
for three months for potluck and fellowship. See Brandon Ephraim Wilson during coffee hour for more 
information and to sign-up or email at cravetruth@yahoo.com. SIGN-UP DEADLINE IS TODAY.

Mochas for Missions: We’ve collected $1378! Great job and let’s keep the cash and checks coming in 
to reach our $4,000 goal during this beautiful Pascha season!

Parents, Agia Sophia Academy is waiving the enrollment application fee of $50.00 for all our friends 
at St. John’s! If you are new to St. John’s, don’t miss the opportunity to visit Agia Sophia Academy.  We 
have a Montessori Pre K and K-5 Elementary Programs. Please give Molly Shaw a call at 503-641-4600 
for a tour. Come and see!

Get excited for Camp Angelos 2015 “Receive the Light!” August 16th-21st. For all youth ages 9-17, 
this will be a fun-filled week of faith, fun, fellowship, arts & crafts, sports, Orthodox music, campfires, 
skits, and MORE! Online registration is now open. The registration link can be found at goholytrinity.org 
under the ‘forms’ tab at the bottom of the homepage. Contact Christine Whitton at christine.n.whitton@
gmail.com with questions.  

Pan-Orthodox Vacation Church School 2015 “Fishers of Men” June 22nd-26th. Held at Holy Trinity, 
this will be a week-long day camp filled with an abundance of activities, fun, and fellowship! Online reg-
istration is now open. The registration link can be found at goholytrinity.org under the ‘forms’ tab at the 
bottom of the homepage. Contact Christine Whitton at christine.n.whitton@gmail.com with questions.  

Mark your Calendars for All Saints Camp on Raft Island, Gig Harbor, Washington. Camper, 
Staff and Volunteer Applications are now available. Elementary Camp July 5th-11th. Advanced Camp 
July 12th-18th. High School Camp July 5th- 11th. Register today at www.allsaintscamp.com. 

This third Sunday of Pascha we comemmorate the Holy Myrrhbearing Women, St. Joseph of Arimathea 
and St. Nicodemos. We remember the women because they were the first to truthfully bear witness to the 
Resurrection, while Joseph and Nicodemos were the first to bear witness to the burial of Christ.
Since Christ died the Friday preceding the Saturday of the Passover, Joseph and Nicodemos had to bury him 
hurriedly before the holy day. They buried him in Joseph’s own tomb and anointed him with some aloes and 
myrrh, but it was not done befitting the usual custom. So the women went on the third day to the tomb with 
expensive myrrh-oils and spices to properly annoint Christ’s body. Going to the tomb, they found it open 
and the angel said to them “Why do ye with lamentation seek Him that liveth and hath given life unto the 
race of mortals? Christ our God hath risen from the dead, since He is Almighty, granting us all incorruption, 
life, illumination, and great mercy.” This in turn they proclaimed to the Apostles, therefore becoming the 
apostles to the apostles.
There were seven Myrrh bearing women: The Theotokos, Mary Magdalene, Salome, the wife of Zebedee, 
Joanna, the wife of Chouza, Mary and Martha, the sisters of Lazarus, Mary, the wife of Cleopas, and 
Susanna.
The noble Joseph, a wealthy man and member of the Jewish Sanhedrin, was secretly a follower of Christ. 
Because of the honor he showed Christ by burying him and in his own tomb, he was shackled by the Jews 
and thrown into prison. But the resurrected Lord appeared to him and convinced him of His resurrection. 
Later the Jews released him from prison and banished him from his homeland. He went throughout the 
world to preach the Holy Gospel of Christ, and that “good news” he brought to England where he reposed 
in the Lord.
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SmAll EntrAncE HymnS

Hymn for Pascha (Plagal 1st Mode):
Christ is risen from the dead, by death He has trampled upon death and on those in the tombs He is 
bestowing life.

Hymns for Sunday of the Myrrhbearing Women (2nd Mode):
When You descended to the realm of death, You as Life Immortal rendered to Hades a mortal blow 
by Your all radiant divinity. And when You from infernal depths and the darkness below did raise the 
dead, all the hosts of heaven’s powers did proclaim and cry out, “O Life-giving Christ and our God, 
we give glory.”

The noble Joseph, taking Thine immaculate Body down from the Tree, and having wrapped It in pure 
linen and spices, laid it for burial in a new tomb. But on the third day Thou didst arise, O Lord, grant-
ing great mercy to the world.

Unto the myrrh-bearing women the Angel cried out as he stood by the grave; Myrrh-oils are meet for 
the dead, but Christ has proved to be a stranger to corruption. But cry out: The Lord is risen, granting 
great mercy to the world.

Hymn of St. John the Baptist (2nd Mode):
The memory of the just is celebrated with hymns of praise, but the Lord’s testimony is sufficient for 
thee, O Forerunner; for thou hast proved to be truly more venerable than the Prophets, since thou wast 
granted to baptize in the stream Him Whom they proclaimed. Wherefore having contested for the 
truth, thou didst rejoice to announce the good tidings even to those in Hades: that God hath appeared 
in the flesh, taking away the sin of the world and granting to us great mercy.

Kontakion of Pascha (Plagal 4th Mode):
Though Thou didst descend into the grave, O Immortal One, yet didst Thou destroy the power of Ha-
des, and didst arise as victor, O Christ God, calling to the myrrh-bearing women, Rejoice, and giving 
peace unto Thine Apostles, O Thou Who dost grant resurrection to the fallen.

EPISTLE READING:  Acts 6:1-7 (Sunday of the Myrrhbearers)

IN THOSE DAYS, when the disciples were increasing in number, the Hellenists murmured against 
the Hebrews because their widows were neglected in the daily distribution. And the twelve sum-
moned the body of the disciples and said, “it is not right that we should give up preaching the word 
of God to serve tables. Therefore, brethren, pick out from among you seven men of good repute, 
full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may appoint to this duty. But we will devote ourselves to 
prayer and to the ministry of the word.” And what they said pleased the whole multitude, and they 
chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochoros, and Nicanor, 
and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaos, a proselyte of Antioch. These they set before the apostles, 
and they prayed and laid their hands upon them. And the word of God increased; and the number of 
the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were obedient to the 
faith.

GOSPEL READING: Mark 15:43-47; 16:1-8  (Sunday of the Myrrhbearers):

At that time, Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council, who was also himself looking 
for the kingdom of God, took courage and went to Pilate, and asked for the body of Jesus. And Pilate 
wondered if he were already dead; and summoning the centurion, he asked him whether he was al-
ready dead. And when he learned from the centurion that he was dead, he granted the body to Joseph. 
And he bought a linen shroud, and taking him down, wrapped him in the linen shroud, and laid him 
in a tomb which had been hewn out of the rock; and he rolled a stone against the door of the tomb. 
Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where he was laid. And when the sabbath was 
past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome, bought spices, so that they might 
go and anoint him. And very early on the first day of the week they went to the tomb when the sun 
had risen. And they were saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the door of 
the tomb?” And looking up, they saw that the stone was rolled back; for it was very large. And enter-
ing the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on the right side, dressed in a white robe; and they were 
amazed. And he said to them, “Do not be amazed; you seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He 
has risen, he is not here; see the place where they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is 
going before you to Galilee; there you will see him, as he told you.” And they went out and fled from 
the tomb; for trembling and astonishment had come upon them; and they said nothing to anyone, for 
they were afraid.

pAriSH ActivitiES For tHE WEEk oF April 26tH

Sunday, April 26th  Sunday of the Myrrhbearers
    Orthros & Divine Liturgy        8:45AM
    Sunday School/Theology 101     12:15 PM
    ASA’s 3rd Annual Auction and Dinner     4:30 PM

Tuesday, April 28th  Almsgiving Meeting         6:30 PM

Wednesday, April 29th  Choir Practice                   7:00 PM
            
Saturday, May 2nd  Wood Baptism      10:00AM
    Great Vespers (note time change)        6:00PM
                                                       
Sunday, May 3rd  Sunday of the Paralytic
    Orthros & Divine Liturgy        8:45AM
    Sunday School/Spring General Assembly  12:15 PM
 
Welcome Visitors! During coffee hour, stop by our Visitors’ Table near the Logos Bookstore so we 
can welcome you. 

The Wood and the Jungwirth families would like to warmly invite you to Ignatius “Theo” Wood’s 
baptism on Saturday,  May 2nd at 10 am. Lunch reception to follow. Please RSVP to Meika Wood at  
meikaperkins@hotmail.com.

Check out the new parish Web site! We have revamped the parish Web site at www.stjohngoc.org. 
The old site served us well for many years - thank you James Ketrenos and others involved!- but we 
ultimately decided that a technology and content refresh was needed. Patrick Barnes is serving as the 
Webmaster. Please send feedback, updates, corrections, issues, etc. to him at webmaster@stjohngoc.org.


