TODAY'S FELLOWSHIP HOSTED BY
MISSIONS POSSIBLE: It’s the final push to
meet our parish goal of $10,000. To date you have
donated $7,739 towards our goal. Thank you so
much! Please be generous today in your efforts to
support mission churches on our metropolis.

PHILOPTOCHOS THIS SUNDAY: Please
stop by the Philoptochos table this Sunday during
tellowship to find out about how you can become
a member, and thus support local, national, and
international charities.

CROSSROADS MINISTRY POTLUCK
LUNCHEON: Join us tomorrow at 11:00 am for

a round table discussion about doing visitations.

WOMEN’S MONASTERY RETREAT is -
this Friday-Saturday, May 25-26. Come for
spiritual edification, fellowship, and the beauty of

St. John the Forerunner Monastery! Email
Rachel at rachelmdaniels@hotmail.com to RSVP.

YOUNG PROFESSIONALS BARBEQUE
next Sunday, May 27 at 3:00 pm at Chris & Beth

Perlmutter’s home. Contact them for directions.

HOLY TRINITY CATHEDRAL FEAST
DAY: Join the parishioners of Holy Trinity for
their feast day on Monday, May 28 with Orthros
and Divine Liturgy beginning at 8:30 am. The
St. John clergy will be at Holy Trinity for services.

MEN’S MOUNTAIN RETREAT: Don’t miss
this fellowship opportunity. It's May 30 - June 2
at the Jungwirth home in Rhododendron. The
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Sunday of the Holy Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council

he heretic Arius was from Libya and was a

protopresbyter of the Church of Alexandria.
In 315, he began to blaspheme against Jesus
Christ, the Son and Word of God, saying that
there was a time before the creation of the
universe when the Son did not exist and only
God the Father existed. Thus he heretically
taught that the Son of God was not God, nor
consubstantial (of the same nature) with the
Father, but rather made Him to be a creation of
God. 'This blasphemy shook the faithful of
Alexandria. Alexander, the Archbishop of
Alexandria, after trying in vain to correct Arius
through admonitions, cut him off from
communion and finally in a local council deposed
him in the year 321. Yet Arius did not stop at
this, nor accepted his correction. He and his
followers wrote to the bishops of other cities,
requesting that his doctrine be examined, thus
sowing the tares of his heretical teachings. By this
means, his heresy became universally known and
won many supporters, so that the whole Church
was soon in an uproar. Therefore, Saint
Constantine the Great, Emperor of the Roman
Empire, summoned the First Ecumenical

Council in Nicaea, a city of Bithynia. There the

shepherds and teachers of the Church of Christ
gathered from all regions in the year 325.
St. Nicholas, Bishop of Myra in Lycia, chastised
Arius for his blasphemy; and St. Spyridon,
Bishop of Trymithous, explained the nature of
the Trinity through the miraculous example of a
brick, which spontaneously turned into its three
elements: earth, fire, and water; St. Athanasius
the Great, a deacon of the Church of Alexandria,
forcefully refuted the Arian heresy. All of the
assembled bishops, with one mouth and one
voice, declared that the Son and Word of God is
one in essence with the Father, true God of true
God, and they composed the holy Symbol of
Faith, known as the Nicene Creed (up to “And in
the Holy Spirit” and following, which was added
by the Second Ecumenical Council). This creed
states that the Son is “of one essence” (omo-ouisios)
with the Father. They anathematized the impious
Arius and those of like mind with him. Therefore,
recognizing the these Holy Fathers as heralds of
the Faith after the divine Apostles, the Church
has appointed this Sunday for their annual
commemoration, in thanksgiving and unto their
praise and honor, to the glory of God, and unto
the strengthening of the true Faith.
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