PHILOPTOCHOS THIS SUNDAY: Please
stop by the Philoptochos table this Sunday during
tellowship to find out about how you can become
a member, and thus support local, national, and
international charities.

STRATEGIC PLAN MEETINGS ... open to
alll Goal 3 (Welcoming Ministry) meeting on
Monday, June 4 at 7:00 pm; Goal 4 (Evangelism)
meeting on Tuesday, June 5 at 6:00 pm; and Goal

6 (Education) meeting on Tuesday, June 12 at
7:00 pm.

THE PENTATEUCH—A SEMINAR: This
summer, Lazarus Chiprout will lead a six-week
seminar on the first five books of the Bible:
Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and
Deuteronomy. The classes will be on June 6 &
13, and July 5, 11, 18 & 25 at 7:00 p.m. Reading
in advance is strongly encouraged, as this seminar
will move rapidly through the material.

ASA A.S.A. SPRING PERFORMANCE &
FINE ARTS NIGHT: On Friday, June 8 at
6:30 pm join the ASA community for an
exhibition of the student artwork and an end-of-
the-year music performance. The fifth grade
graduation celebration will also take place.

JOY END OF YEAR PARTY: All 3rd-5th
Graders are welcome to the Davis’ home on
Sunday, June 10 at 12:30 pm for our last
gathering of the year.

MOTHERHOOD MINISTRY: Mothers of

every generation are invited to join us for our

mornini iatherini, Wednesdai, iune 13 at 10:00
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June 3, 2018

Sunday of All Saints

ast Sunday, we celebrated Pentecost, the feast

which marks the coming of the Holy Spirit
upon the disciples and apostles. We know that
the primary work of the Holy Spirit in our lives is
to sanctify us, to make us holy by bringing us into
union with Jesus Christ. It is therefore fitting that
the Church dedicates this Sunday to the memory
of all Saints. The making of Saints is, after all, the
fruit of Pentecost! In the Epistle reading for
from Hebrews, we read about the many Old
Testament prophets and faithful witnesses of
God’s covenant. The Apostle Paul calls them “a
cloud of witnesses” that surround us, pray for us
and bear witness to the power and transfiguring
grace of the Holy Spirit. They are examples of
holiness and they support us, offer us a living
witness of what it means to be holy, encouraging
us to become saints. In the Gospel passage for
today, the Church presents us with a selection of
sayings of our Lord which relate to the actual
conditions of holiness. ‘These include our
acknowledgement of Jesus Christ before men,
loving Him more than even our own family, taking
up our cross and following Him, leaving
everything behind for Jesus’ sake, and finally, the

willingness to be last on earth if it means being

first in heaven. These are similar conditions to
those that the Old Testaments prophets exhibited
in their lives, except that they did not know the
Word of God Incarnate. Christ’s invitation is
now backed by the power and energy of the Holy
Spirit. What is impossible for man is possible
with God. The cross that Jesus sets before our
eyes, as well as the living testimony of the Saints
who have gone before us, are now attainable for
those who are filled with the Holy Spirit.

n this date, June 3, we also commemorate

Lucillian of Byzantium, the four martyred
youths, and Paula the virgin. Formerly a priest
of the idols near Nicomedia, St. Lucillian came
to the Christian Faith in old age. When he was
brought before Silvan the Count, he refused to
return to the service of the idols, so he was
tortured then imprisoned with four Christian
children. All of them were brought again before
Silvan were then cast into a raging furnace. They
were preserved unharmed, so they were sent to
Byzantium, where the children were beheaded,
and Lucillian was crucified. The virgin Paula, a
Christian, buried their holy relics and was
martyred because of this in 270.



