FASTING NOTES: We begin Great Lent
tomorrow (Clean Monday), during which we fast
from meat, dairy, fish, and on weekdays, wine & oil.

AKATHIST TO MOTHER OF GOD,
NURTURER OF CHILDREN: Agia Sophia
Academy invites you to pray together for your
loved ones on Tuesday, March 3 at 9:00 am.
ASA will host a fellowship following.

NEW WEDNESDAY EVENING STUDY:
During Great Lent, Erik Chosvig will teach
about “The Desert Fathers and Mothers” on
alternating Wednesday evenings—March 4 & 18
and April 1. The other Wednesday evenings will
be pan-Orthodox Presanctified Liturgies at other
Portland area Orthodox churches.

INAUGURAL SITE COMMITTEE
MEETING will be on Monday, March 9 after

Great Compline. Anyone is welcome to attend.

MOM’S NIGHT OUT ... will be on Thursday,
March 12 at 6:00 pm—dinner at Thai Bloom
(3800 SW Cedar Hills Blvd, Beaverton 97005).

YOUTH NIGHT AT THE CHURCH: On
Saturday, March 14 after Vespers, all kids, K-8
Grade are invited to a fun evening together:

HOPE (K-204), JOY (31-5%) & Jr. GOYA (6-8h).

HOSTING FELLOWSHIP IN LENT: There
are a few Sundays without fellowship hosts.
Please consider offering a simple Lenten meal or
snack, as an act of philoxenia (hospitality).

YOUTH WORKERS NEEDED: Our Youth
Night and youth events are thriving, so we need
you! Jobs range from cooking food, cleaning up,
participating in games, supporting our leaders,

helping with crafts, etc. Please see Beth P. to help.

LENTEN SERVICES: As we journey through
Great Lent, please make some of these weekday
services a part of your weekly routine! Great
Compline on Monday at 6:30 pm; Presanctified
Liturgy on Wednesday at 6:30 pm and on Friday
at 8:00 am; and Salutations/Akathist on Friday at
6:30 pm. Kali Sarakosti ~ Blessed Lent!

RECEPTION FOR NEWLYWEDS: On
Saturday, March 21 at 3:00 pm at the church
celebrate Shawn and Diana Stebner’s wedding.
Please RSVP by text or phone to Sylvia at (503)
399-0428 by Friday, March 13.

VISITING THE HOMEBOUND: Have you
been wanting to visit those who could benefit
from a a friendly call? Do you know of anyone
who would like a visit? Please contact Helen S. at

hgstin@yahoo.com or (503) 805-9166.

FLOWER BASKET FUNDRAISER FOR
ASA: Order your gorgeous hanging baskets
today! These long-lasting hanging baskets come
in 12”7 pots and are only $35! Swing by our table
during fellowship to view the wide selection.
They will be available for pick up on May 2.
Questions? Email: FlowerBaskets@asapdx.org.

THE MISSION STATEMENT OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

The mission of St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church is to reach out and welcome all people to live

an Orthodox Christian life, grow spiritually, and become disciples of Jesus Christ through serving others.

Team C: Pavlos, Zacharias, Thomas A., Nathan, Nicholas S., Titus

Ketrenos J&K, Ketrenos B, Knight, Davis

This Sunday is Cheesefare Sunday, it is the
last day that we eat dairy products until
Holy Pascha. Tomorrow begins the Great Lenten
Fast. It is important for each of us who are in
good health and old enough to understand the
purpose of fasting and to be obedient to the
guidelines our Church gives to us. Fasting is
necessary if we desire to be pure and truly become
followers of Christ. We must learn to direct our
appetites toward God and not seek always to
immediately satisfy ourselves; thus we may be
healed and experience freedom from our sins and
passions.

Today is also Forgiveness Sunday. A basic
truth of Christ’s teaching is that access to
Him is closed if we are not willing to forgive our
neighbor. Today’s Gospel reading makes this
clear: “For if you forgive men their trespasses,
your heavenly Father also will forgive you; but if
you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither
will your Father forgive your trespasses.” With
this in mind, the Church seeks to remind us to
begin our Lenten Journey by not only seeking
God’s forgiveness through the Sacrament of
Confession, but also by seeking and forgiving one

another. 'This is why our Church offers a
Forgiveness Vespers today after Liturgy.

S t. Evdokia, from Heliopolis of Phoenicia (in
present-day Lebanon), was an idolater and
led a licentious life. She had many lovers, and had
acquired great riches. Evdokia awoke one night at
midnight and heard singing from the house of a
Christian woman next to hers. A monk was
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