MISSION TO AMERICA 2021 (formerly
Missions Possible): St. John began as a humble
mission parish more than 20 years ago and has
grown into a mission-minded parish, filled with
people who wish to see the Light of Christ's
resurrection be shared with those God has
prepared to hear the Gospel. St Paul says "How
shall they believe in him of whom they have
not heard? And how shall they hear without one
who preaches?” God has blessed us during this
pandemic in ways we are only beginning to see.
Let's open our hearts and prayer times and our
wallets so that others may share in the blessings
of knowing Christ. Donate from today until
Pentecost! See Deacon or use the weekly email link.

YOUTH MEETINGS IN MAY: Look at the
church calendar for the numerous in-person and
online youth gatherings for all ages: HOPE (K-
2 Grade), JOY (34-5%), Jr. GOYA (6™-8"), and
GOYA (9th-12)!

LOGOS BOOKSTORE MINISTRY SEEKS
HELPERS: The bookstore has continued to
grow to the point that this ministry needs
additional volunteers. If you would like to offer
your time in serving this rewarding ministry,
please email logosbookstore@stjohngoc.org.

A SHORT COURSE IN ORTHODOX
THEOLOGY: A 6-week series will be held on
Wednesday evenings, now through June 16,
7:00-9:00 pm. Dr. Paraskeve (Eve) Tibbs, chair
of the Metropolis Christian Education Ministry,
will lead this course, which is open to all. Each
class session topic is independent, thus you do not
need to commit to attending every session—just
attend when you are able. Watch the short video
in our weekly email to learn more about this
engaging series.

PASCHAL GREETINGS
Christ is Risen Truly He is Risen
Christés Anésti (Greek) Alithés Anésti

Christ6s Tanéstwal (Ambharic, Ethiopia)Bergit Tanéstwal
Christés Voskrése (Slavonic) Vo-istinou Voskrése
Christés Tensiou (Tigrigna, Eritrea) Bahake Tensiou
Almasée-eh Kham (Arabic) Hikhan Kham
Christé Ahsdga (Georgian) ~ Cheshmaritad Ahsdga
Christés a inviat (Romanian) Adevarit a inviat
Christ6 a Resusitado (Spanish) ~ Verdaderaménte a Resusitido

THE MISSION STATEMENT OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

The mission of St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church is to reach out and welcome all people to live
an Orthodox Christian life, grow spiritually, and become disciples of Jesus Christ through serving others.

The miracle of the healing of the paralytic is
celebrated at this time because it happened during
the fifty days following the Jewish Passover, like
the miracles of the Samaritan woman and the
blind man. The Sheep’s Pool (the Pool of
Bethesda, in Hebrew) was built by King
Solomon. It was covered by a dome that was
supported by five sets of pillars, thus creating five
porches. It was called the Sheep’s Pool because
the sacrificial lambs were washed there before
they were offered in the Temple. An angel of the
Lord came down at a certain time and stirred the
water, and the first person to step into the water
after it had been stirred was healed of whatever
disease he possessed. Thus, the five porches were
crowded with a multitude of sick people as they
awaited the moving of the water. Since God was
to grant baptism, as the cleansing of all sins, in
His mercy He willed, according to the Old
Covenant, to work this particular miracle through
the use of water so that it would be easier to
accept the mystery of Baptism. However because
He was not bound by the Old Law, He healed
this paralytic of his physical and spiritual illness
on the Sabbath.

Frorn his youth Michael longed for the
monastic life and was sent by Patriarch
Tarasios (784-806) to a monastery on the Black
Sea. St. Theophylactos, the future Bishop of
Nicomedia also entered the monastery with him.
They both engaged in spiritual struggles and were
soon glorified by gifts from the Lord. Once,
during a harvest, when the people were weakened
by thirst, an empty vessel was filled with water by
their prayers. Patriarch Tarasios consecrated St.
Michael as bishop of Synnada. Through his holy
life and wisdom, the he won the love of believers,
and the notice of the emperors Nicephoros I and
Michael I Rangabe. St. Michael was present at
the 7th Ecumenical Council at Nicea in 787.
When the Iconoclast heretic Leo the Armenian
(813-820) assumed the throne, he began to expel
Orthodox hierarchs, appointing heretics in their
place. St. Michael defended Orthodoxy, opposing
the heretics and denouncing their error. Leo
brought him to trial, but fearlessly he answered.
“I venerate the holy icons of Jesus Christ and the
All-Pure Virgin, His Mother, and it is to them I

bow down. I shall not obey your decrees to



