NATIVITY FAST CONTINUES: As we
prepare for our Lord’s Nativity, we have a season
of increased fasting, prayer, and almsgiving.
Please come to as many morning services as you
can, and take part in the sacrament of Confession.

PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS TODAY:

All pledged stewards are encourage to vote.

LAST CHANCE TO FOR CHRISTMAS
CARDS: The Benevolence Fund Christmas
Cards are going fast! Beautiful hand-crafted cards
can be “purchased” by giving a donation (of any
amount) to the Benevolence Fund—today only!

CHILDREN’S BOOK SALE—LAST DAY:
Purchase books today for the children in your life.
All proceeds benefit Agia Sophia Academy
through the Parent Teacher Partnership.

YOUNG PROFESSIONALS ... will have
dinner at N&K Lubliner’s home on Thursday,
December 19 at 7:00 pm.

JR. GOYA (6*-8) CHRISTMAS BRUNCH:
On Saturday, December 21 at 10:00 am at the
Rushes will host the annual Jr. GOYA brunch.

GOYA SERVICE FOR FAMILY PROMISE:
On Saturday, December 21 at 5:00 pm, the
GOYAns will offer their time and talent to help

the families in need who are staying at St. John.

SERVICES FOR THE NATIVITY OF OUR
LORD JESUS CHRIST: On December 24,
7:00 am Royal Hours; 8:30 am Vesperal Divine
Liturgy of St. Basil the Great; 10:00 pm Orthros;
11:00 pm Divine Liturgy for the Nativity, with
Artoklasia and a Finger Food Potluck following.

SAVE THE DATE—PARISH FEAST DAY
DINNER: Our parish will host a pan-Orthodox
dinner celebration for our beloved patron, St.
John the Baptist, on the eve of his feast day,
Monday, January 6 at 7:30 pm (after Vespers).

SUPPER FOR SIX SIGN-UPS: Couples from
our parish—married, pre-married, or just friends
or family—can get to know other couples. Three
couples will be grouped and share a meal monthly
for three months. Groups schedule themselves,
and each couple hosts once. Sign up on the

church bulletin board by January 5.

WOMEN’'S RETREAT COORDINATOR
NEEDED: Our annual women’s retreat has not
happened for a two years. If you would like to
have an away retreat in 2020, then please consider
becoming the retreat coordinator. Contact the
church office or Fr. Matthew if you would like to
serve in this capacity.

THE MISSION STATEMENT OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

The mission of St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church is to reach out and welcome all people to live
an Orthodox Christian life, grow spiritually, and become disciples of Jesus Christ through serving others.

Team A: Noah, Athanasios, Basil VS, Peter, Owen, Judah, John

Lindgren, Lubliner J&D, Lubliner N, Wehlitz E., Anderson

he Holy Hieromartyr Eleftherios was from

the city of Rome and at very young age was
orphaned of a father, having only a mother,
whose name was Anthia. She had been taught by
the Apostle Paul the Faith in Christ. When he
was a child he was offered by his mother to
Bishop Anicetus of Rome. From him he learned
sacred letters, and was numbered among those in
the clerical order, becoming a reader. When he
was fifteen years old he was ordained a deacon.
At the age of eighteen he was ordained a priest,
and at the age of twenty he was ordained Bishop
of Illyricum, having worked many miracles
beforehand due to his exceeding virtue. Having
converted many Greek pagans to the faith of
Christ through his teachings, for this reason he
was brought before Emperor Hadrian. There he
proclaimed Christ as the true God, and at the
order of the emperor he was placed on a fiery
brazen gridiron, underneath which were lit coals.
Then he was laid out over a very fiery altar. After
this he was placed in a fiery cauldron full of oil,
pitch and resin. By the grace of God however he
was kept unharmed from all these. At the order
of the prefect Coremun a furnace was built,
which had sharp spits on either side. However

Coremun, having confessed Christ as God and
being full of the Holy Spirit, was the first to enter
this furnace. Emerging unharmed from this, he
was beheaded, and received the crown of
martyrdom. When Saint Eleftherios was placed
in the furnace, the fire was immediately
extinguished, and he emerged whole and
unharmed. Then he was thrown in prison. After
this he was bound to a chariot and pulled by wild
horses, but he was unbound by a divine Angel.
He then went up to a high mountain, where he
dwelt with wild animals. They were calm when
the saint meditated on the words of God. Soldiers
were sent to capture him, but the saint
admonished them, and they returned to faith in
Christ and were baptized—not only them, but
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