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APLACETO CALL HOME
Father Matthew

“Home”—the word brings to mind a flood of thoughts, memories, and
experiences. Where is your home now? Think about this for a moment... Is it
here in the Portland area? Or are you a transplant who still has deep roots
elsewhere? Perhaps you have two locations—a state or a continent away—which
share the title of “home.” Or perhaps the thought of home brings up unresolved
questions of identity and belonging.

Where is your home? If your answer to this question comes quickly, that
is a blessing. If not, that’'s OK as well, because in truth we are all “sojourners
and pilgrims” (1 Peter 2:11), longing for our homeland.

“IThey [the saints] were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. ... They
desired a better, that is, a heavenly country. Therefore God is not ashamed to be
called their God, for He has prepared a city for them.” (Hebrews 11:13, 16)

During Great Lent, there is a Sunday communion hymn which echoes
this theme, with words taken from Psalm 136 (137), written during the Jewish
people’s exile in Babylon:

“By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down and wept when we
remembered Zion. ... How shall we sing the Lord’s song in a foreign land? If I
forget you, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget its skill! If I do not remember
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MANY YEARS! CHRONIA POLLA! ... for Namedays this Month

March 2 - St Nicholas of Planas
St. Chad of Lindisfarne
Chad Marine
Nicholas Swehla

March 25 - Annunciation of our Lord
St. Dimas the Good Thief
Angie (Evangelia) Egli
Evangeline Garrison
Dimas Swehla
March 12 - St. Symeon the New
‘Theologian March 26 - Synaxis of Archangel Gabriel
Gabriel Egli

Gabriel Corazza

Taran Schwartz

March 17 - St. Patrick of Ireland
St. Alexios Man of God

Patrick Barnes

Beletshachew Shiferaw

March 31 - St. Innocent

Alexia Braden Dn. Innocent Duchow-Pressley
Patrick Buckley Ron (Innocent) Rich

Alexis Joseph

Kent (Patrick) Taylor

...to those celebrating Wedding Anniversaries:

March14  Deacon Innocent & Sandy Duchow-Pressley
(33 years)

MEMORY ETERNAL! AONIA I MNIMI!

March 17 Pres. Kathleen Blankenstein (6 years)
March19  Paul (Nephon) Suryan (5 years)
March 24 Bess Johnson (8 years)

Albert Lewis (8 years)

you, let my tongue cling to the roof of my mouth—if I do not exalt Jerusalem
above my chief joy.”

We sing this hymn—and read it during the Lenten Presanctified
Liturgy—to remind us that our home is in God. Our longing is not for a
human home, but a divine one. Especially in Lent, we are striving to constantly
redirect ourselves toward the one true home: being in the presence of God,
returning to the One Who created us. This true home has an eternal aspect,
when we depart from this earthly life and enter into heavenly life. However it
also has a temporal aspect, in that we can be in the presence of God here and
now. God dwells among us. In the person of Jesus Christ, He has made His
abode in humanity.

The Church is our “home away from home,” also called the Ark of
Salvation because it is bringing us to our final harbor. On earth, our only true
home is in the Church—not simply the mystical invisible entity, but in the
physical church structure, where we receive everything that we need for our
earthly life.

The place where God dwells most concretely is within the sanctified,
consecrated space of His churches. Just as He dwelt in the physical structure of
the temple in Jerusalem, so He dwells in the physical structure of His churches
throughout the world.

Here at St. John, as a community without a consecrated permanent
church, we have been, in some sense, homeless. Our spiritual home has been
transitory, created within buildings that were built for other purposes.

Today, by God’s grace and mercy, we have now come to the time when
we as a community will seek out our church’s permanent location, a plot of land
where the church building will reside perpetually, remaining for generations to
come. This sanctified, set-apart space will one day be consecrated by our
hierarch. (The consecration service mirrors the sacraments of baptism and
chrismation, thus symbolizing that a specific church building has entered into
the community of sanctified consecrated churches everywhere.)

Simply put, the community of St. John is seeking its home, its place of
final rest, where it can put down roots and blossom forth to the glory of God, as
a beacon of God’s grace in a region that desperately needs it.

This is a time in which fervent prayer is all the more necessary! Each of
us must engage actively in the spiritual life, so that we can remain united despite
the machinations of the evil one. It is fitting, in God’s providence, that we are
starting this search at the beginning of Great Lent, when vigilance and ascetical
effort are brought to the forefront. Spiritual vigilance is needed now. The effort
which we are embarking upon is monumental—a milestone within the history
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of this community. (And our enemy is not unaware of this!) It will only be
accomplished if we cling closely to God, seeking that His will be done. He must
increase and we must decrease (to paraphrase our beloved patron saint).

One day in the not-so-distant future, we will say to each other,
“Welcome home!” May this be blessed!

STRATEGIC PLAN GOAL 2 UPDATE

Thank you to all who participated in the Strategic
Plan Goal 2 Team survey in January regarding the
minimum parameters the parish will consider as it begins
searching for a new site. We received 123 responses, 92%
of which were in favor of looking for a site with at least
3.0 acres and 28,000 SF building or potential for
building.

STRA L EGIC

PLAN

While 92% afhfirms a consensus within the community, we want to do the
best we can to ensure that everyone's voice is heard, especially those who either
disagreed or chose not to participate in the survey.

Goal 2 Team’s aim has always been to offer multiple ways for parishioners
to voice their opinion. To that end, the members of the Goal 2 Team invite you
to reach out to them in person to share your thoughts on the process, the vision,
and the plans thus far. Whether at Sunday coffee hour, after another service, or
at a specially scheduled time—you can contact any of the active members of the
team listed below. Each member of Goal 2 Team is committed to maintaining
honest, direct conversation about our beloved parish. (As we have mentioned
before, anyone can become an active member of the Goal 2 Team, even now!)

The parish’s next step is to form a Site Committee this spring—everyone is
welcome. While the Site Committee begins to research and vet potential sites,
Goal 2 team members will continue to connect with parishioners individually to
understand their concerns, whether they are about vision, process, or both.

Finally, I want to reiterate that you can always talk to me, too.

In Christ, Fr. Matthew

ACTIVE TEAM MEMBERS:

Patrick Barnes, co-chair Jill Hudanish David McAtee

Jon Corazza, co-chair Thomaida Hudanish Chris Perlmutter
Fr. Matthew Swehla Patrice Kuchulis Robert Seidel
Christina Blankenstein Kristina Lubliner Colleen Van Sickle

Nathaniel Lubliner
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GRATITUDE & THANKSGIVING FROM PHILOPTOCHOS!
Charity Reiter

Thanks be to God for all who renewed their participation in Philoptochos,
and to the many of you who are new! If you missed the opportunity to join, it’s
not too late; there are membership forms next to the ASA office, or you can talk
to one of the board members.

Your Philoptochos membership provides support in our parish, within our
community, and nationally. As this blessed Lenten season is upon us, may God
help us fulfill our Philoptochos mission, to offer comfort where we see pain,
sustenance where we find hunger, hope where we encounter despair.

Upcoming Opportunities to Serve:

1 Camp Agape: Kids N Cancer, August 1-6: Serving cancer-afflicted
children and their families.

I Family Promise of Beaverton, August 23-30 and December 6-12:
Hosting, in our parish, families experiencing homelessness.

1 Visitation Ministry, ongoing: Visiting and having fellowship with
parishioners

Out of the abundant blessings, may God help us serve the Holy Church
and those who are in need of your love, your comfort and your care. Your
Philoptochos board is: Charity Reiter, Jennifer Davis, Bethany Downs, Diane
Cherry, Lois Russo, and Stephanie Makarounis.

SAVE THE DATES FOR 2020:
August 23-30
December 6-12

Family
Promise

of Beaverton



VISITATION MINISTRY

Helen Stinman

Visiting parishioners in their homes (or nursing homes)—who may be ill
or homebound—is a part of the Philoptochos mission. Have you been wanting
to visit those who could benefit from a home visit or a friendly call> Do you
know of anyone who would benefit from attention like this from a fellow
parishioner? We would love to share our joy with you! Please contact Helen

Stinman at hgstin@yahoo.com or (503) 805-9166.

Let us visit Christ whenever we may, let us care for Him, feed Him, clothe
Him, welcome Him, honor Him., (St Gregory the Theologian)

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP
Friday, March 27

Ladies, this month’s Women’s Fellowship will be on Friday, March 27 at
the church, after the Salutations to the Theotokos.

Please come and enjoy a spiritual discussion led by Father Matthew! We will
have a fasting potluck, please bring a dish to share!

CROSSROADS MINISTRY LUNCHEON
Tuesday, March 17 at 12:00 pm

Come join us for our monthly gathering with potluck luncheon, after the
11:00 am Bible Study at 11:00 am. Our speaker will be Fr. Christos Kalaitzis of
Holy Trinity Cathedral. All parishioners are welcome.

MOMS’ NIGHT OUT
Monday, March 12 at 6:00 pm

Join moms of St. John for dinner at Thai Bloom (3800 SW Cedar Hills
Blvd, Beaverton, OR 97005). Enjoy a fun evening of fellowship and food. All

moms are welcome!

MARCH LENTEN SERVICE SCHEDULE

CLEAN WEEK SERVICES

Monday, March 2
6:30 pm Great Compline &
Canon of St. Andrew

Tuesday, March 3
6:30 pm Great Compline &
Canon of St. Andrew

Wednesday, March 4
6:30 pm Pre-Sanctified Liturgy
8:00 pm Lenten Potluck

8:30 pm Wednesday Evening
Study: Desert Fathers & Mothers

OTHER WEEKDAY SERVICES
Mondays, March 9, 16, 23, & 30

6:30 pm Great Compline
Wednesday, March 18

6:30 pm Pre-Sanctified Liturgy
8:00 pm Lenten Potluck

8:30 pm Wednesday Evening
Study: Desert Fathers & Mothers

Friday, March 13, 20, & 27

8:00 am Pre-Sanctified Liturgy
6:30 pm Salutations to Theotokos

Thursday, March 5
6:30 pm Great Compline &
Canon of St. Andrew

Friday, March 6

8:00 am Pre-Sanctified Liturgy
6:30 pm Salutations to Theotokos

Saturday, March 7

8:30 am Orthros, Divine Liturgy,
& Trisagion for Saturday of Souls
5:00 pm Great Vespers

PAN-ORTHODOX SERVICES

Sunday, March 8
Holy Trinity Cathedral
5:00 pm Great Vespers

Wednesday, March 11
St. Nicholas Orthodox Church
6:30 pm Pre-Sanctified Liturgy
8:00 pm Lenten Potluck

Wednesday, March 25
Church of the Annunciation
6:30 pm Feast Day Divine
Liturgy & Dinner

Deacon Steven Tussing’s Ordination to the Priesthood
Sunday, March 15 at St. George Greek Orthodox Church in Eugene

8:30 am Orthros, with Divine Liturgy and Ordination Following

At the reception St. George will also celebrate its 25th anniversary.
It will be a very full and blessed day!

RSVP is required for the reception, due by Friday, March 6.

Please RSVP and see information regarding the cost here:
https://forms.gle/kcVM]bVbpgWUapAP7
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+ St. John the Baptist

GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Cheesefare Sunday Clean Week > Saturday of Souls
Sunday of Forgiveness Great Lent Begins 9:00 am Akathist to the 10:00 am St. Kosmas Orthodox | 6:30 pm Great Compline & | Church Office Closed 8:30 am Orthros
8:45 am Orthros 6:30 pm Great Compline & Mother of God Nurturer of Homeschooling Club Canon of St. Andrew 8:00 am Presanctified Liturgy | 9:30 am Divine Liturgy &
9:45 am Churching of Annemarie | Canon of St. Andrew Children 6:30 pm Presanctified Liturgy 6:30 pm Salutations to the Trisagion

Josephine McAtee 9:30 am Fellowship hosted by | 8:00 pm Lenten Potluck Theotokos, 1st Stanza 4:00 pm Choir Practice
10:00 am Divine Liturgy Agia Sophia Academy 8:30 pm Wednesday Evening 5:00 pm Great Vespers

No Sunday School/Theology 101
12:30 pm Forgiveness Vespers

8

Sunday of Orthodoxy

8:45 am Orthros

10:00 am Divine Liturgy of St.
Basil the Great

12:00 pm Procession with Icons

5:00 pm Pan Orthodox Vespers at
Holy Trinity Cathedral

15

Sunday of St. Gregory Palamas

Ordination to the Priesthood of
Dn. Steven Tussing in Eugene

8:45 am Orthros

10:00 am Divine Liturgy of St.
Basil the Great

No Sunday School/Theology 101

22

Sunday of the Veneration of the
Holy Cross

8:45 am Orthros

9:45 am Procession with the Holy
Cross

10:00 am Divine Liturgy of St.
Basil the Great

12:00 pm Sunday School

12:00 pm Theology 101

29

Sunday of St. John of the Ladder

8:45 am Orthros

10:00 am Divine Liturgy of St.
Basil the Great

12:15 pm Oratorical Festival

12:15 pm Sunday School

9
6:30 pm Great Compline

16
6:30 pm Great Compline

23
6:30 pm Great Compline

30

6:30 pm Great Compline

10:00 am Bible Study
6:30 pm Great Compline &
Canon of St. Andrew

10
10:00 am Bible Study

17

10:00 am Bible Study

11:00 am Crossroads Ministry
Potluck Luncheon

7:00 pm Parish Council
Meeting

24

No Bible Study

6:30 pm Great Vespers for the
Annunciation of Our Lord

31
10:00 am Bible Study

Study: The Desert Fathers &
Mothers

11 12

No Wednesday Evening Study | 6:00 pm Mom’s Night Out
at Thai Bloom Restaurant
in Beaverton

6:30 pm Pan-Orthodox
Presanctified Liturgy at St.
Nicholas Orthodox Church
in Portland

8:00 pm Pan-Orthodox Lenten
Potluck

18 19

6:30 pm Presanctified Liturgy

8:00 pm Lenten Potluck

8:30 pm Wednesday Evening
Study: 7he Desert Fathers (&
Mothers

25 26
No Liturgy at St. John
6:30 pm Feast Day Divine
Liturgy at Annunciation
Orthodox Church in
Milwaukee
9:30 am Feast Day Dinner

13

8:00 am Presanctified Liturgy

6:30 pm Salutations to the
Theotokos, 2nd Stanza

20

8:00 am Presanctified Liturgy

10:30 am Philoptochos Board
Meeting

6:30 pm Salutations to the
Theotokos, 3rd Stanza

27

8:00 am Presanctified Liturgy

6:30 pm Salutations to the
Theotokos, 4th Stanza

7:30 pm Women’s Fellowship
Dinner at the Church

Please check the website calendar (www.stjohngoc.org/calendar) for the latest schedule, as events and services sometimes change.
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2:00 pm Baptism of Annemarie
Josephine McAtee

3:00 pm Baptismal Reception

4:00 pm Choir Practice

5:00 pm Great Vespers

6:00 pm Youth Night at Church:
HOPE (K-2), JOY (3rd-5t%)
and Jr. GOYA (6*-8*)

21

11:30 am Baptism of Sorenson
Family

3:00 pm Wedding Reception for
Shawn & Diana Stebner

4:00 pm Choir Practice

5:00 pm Memorial for Father
Thomas Hopko

5:00 pm Great Vespers

6:00 pm GOYA Fireside Chat

28

4:00 pm Choir Practice

5:00 pm Great Vespers

7:00 pm Young Professionals
Dinner at the Seidel’s


http://www.stjohngoc.org/calendar
http://www.stjohngoc.org/calendar

MARCH VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE

SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP HOSTS FLOWER MINISTRY
Sun, Mar 1 Muzik/Black Wilson/T. Hudanish
Sun, Mar 8 Knight/Hailey Russo/Kuchulis

Sun, Mar 15 -- No Host Yet—- Rusinaru

Sun, Mar 22 -- No Host Yet-- Galeev/Yovcheva

Sun, Mar 29 Rich Stinman

PARISH COUNCIL DUTIES

Sun, Mar 1 Perlmutter/Corazza/VanSickle
Sun, Mar 8 Mofhtt/VanSickle/Ketrenos
Sun, Mar 15 Lubliner, J/Corazza/Lubliner N
Sun, Mar 22 Lubliner N/Kuchulis/Stebner
Sun, Mar 29 Corazza/Agrawal/Stebner

CLEAN-UP TEAMS

Sun, Mar1 Team 6: Ketrenos J&K, Ketrenos B, Knight, Davis

Sun, Mar 8 Team 7: Lindgren, Lubliner J, D & N, Wehlitz, Anderson
Sun, Mar 15 Team 8: McAtee, Chosvig, Jungwirth, Muzik, Hagan, Downs
Sun, Mar 22 Team 9: Reiter, Rush, Athanasakis, Jordan

Sun, Mar 29 Team 10: Russo, Solomon, Soot, Souza

PROSFORA BAKERS

Sun, Mar 2 Barnes (4) Wed, Mar 18 Blankenstein (2)

Wed, Mar 4 Blankenstein (2) Sun, Mar 22 Barnes (4)

Fri, Mar 6 Hailey (2) Fri, Mar 27 Davis (2)

Sun, Mar 8 Rusinaru (4) Sun, Mar 29 Hailey (2)

Fri, Mar 13 Davis (2) Courogen (2)

Sun, Mar 15 Courogen (2) Wed, Apr 1 Ketrenos (2)
Ketrenos (2) Sun, Apr 5 Rusinaru (4)

ALTAR SERVER TEAMS

Sun, Mar 1 Team C: Pavlos, Zacharias, Thomas A., Nathan, Nicholas S., Titus

Sun, Mar 8 Team A: Noah, Athanasios, Basil VS, Peter, Owen, Judah, John

Sun, Mar 15 Team B: Christos, Elias, Petros, Levi, Thomas S., Makarios, Vanya
Sun, Mar 22 Team C: Pavlos, Zacharias, Thomas A., Nathan, Nicholas S., Titus

Sun, Mar 29 Team A: Noah, Athanasios, Basil VS, Peter, Owen, Judah, John
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ORATORICAL FESTIVAL
Jill Hudanish

'The Parish Oratorical Festival is quickly approaching! Our parish festival
will take place on Sunday, March 29, at 12:15 pm. 'The Oratorical Festival
provides a wonderful opportunity for our youth (Grades 6 - 12) to research,
write and speak about their Orthodox Faith. Please come and support our
youth!

Here are the topics for this year:
Junior Division (Grades 7-9)
1. The Orthodox Church honors the Virgin Mary as the Theotokos. Discuss
the role she plays in the Church and as a role model for all Christians.
2. Christ and many Church Fathers often criticized the wealthy. Do

Christians need to live a life of poverty? Is it a sin to live a comfortable life?

3. “Lord have mercy” is the most repeated phrase in the Divine Liturgy. What
does it mean to truly have mercy?

4. “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from
the mouth of God” (Matthew 4:4; Deuteronomy 8:3). Discuss the
importance of reading Scripture in your life.

5. 'The theme of the upcoming 2020 Clergy-Laity Congress is “the greatest of

these is love” (1 Corinthians 13:13). Discuss the way St. Paul defines love
in this important chapter of the Bible.

Senior Division (Grades 10-12)
1. Discuss how the separation of church and state benefits us as Orthodox

Christians in the United States.
2. In his enthronement address, Archbishop Elpidophoros said, “We are all

deacons.” Discuss the importance of being a deacon — a servant — in the

Church.

3. Discuss the significance of Constantinople in Church history and the
struggles Orthodox Christians in Constantinople face today.

4. How have modern-day saints from the past 100 years, from St. Nektarios
to St. Paisios and others, helped Orthodox Christians live their lives today?

5. “Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have
entertained angels unawares” (Hebrews 13:2). How might Orthodox
Christians put this command into practice?
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JOURNEY TO ORTHODOXY
Moses (Clayton) Dale

I was raised in a Christian home with my
family being in many denominations, primarily
Four Square, which to me really just seemed like a
blending of Baptist and Pentecostal practices
(“Bapticostal” as they say). There was a big}
emphasis on the Bible and the gifts of the Holy |
Spirit: speaking in tongues, prophesying, fait
healing etc.

As a youth, I remember my father talking |
about how much Christ loved us and that He died |5
for our sins, to save us. So I said “The Sinner’s
Prayer” and accepted Jesus in my heart. As I grew
into my teens I became less interested in religion
and Christianity as a whole. I pretty much lived as
an agnostic and really only cared about myself. 1
always carried with me a love of nature; and it would be when I was either deep
in the forest, in a park, or just in the backyard being still and quiet that I was
brought back to my days as a child finding quiet places to hide—and I could feel

God’s presence.

I spent most of my teen years searching. I looked to drugs and alcohol,
hoping to find something. I started to notice a lot of the people I grew up with
partying with living that lifestyle, or even worse seeing the effects of drugs in
their life. I decided then to actually live my life for God and became active in
church and seeking God. It was at this time that I was introduced to reggae
music and, through that, the Rastafarian faith. So much of Bob Marley’s music
is saturated with Scripture. (In his latter days he was baptized Orthodox.)

I was fascinated by these people who shunned society and sought to live
simply. They also had an immense love for the Scriptures. This is what got me
to search the Bible, seeking answers. I really started to get into the history of the
church and the Bible. I felt that the Christianity I had been given didn’t tell the
whole story. I only knew of the tradition I had been given and of the Roman
Catholic Church. I wanted to know how and why they were different. I started
digging deeper and found out about the Orthodox Church in Ethiopia.

I was excited and told my wife about this Ancient Church. She wasn’t
surprised at all. She herself was baptized in the Greek Orthodox Church as an
infant. But she was given Orthodoxy very ethnically with little to no emphasis
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on faith. My wife and I spent many years visiting churches and landed at a non-
denominational church for a few years. We enjoyed it for a time, but slowly
their teachings evolved and changed making us question what we believe. We
knew we didn’t believe what they taught about God, but what did we believe
about God?

We ended up leaving that church and spending a few months “in the
wilderness,” searching Scriptures, praying, reading various books, and coming
together to discuss what we were experiencing. My wife and I both had
attractions to “Eastern” religions thinking something might be missing from our
current practice. We tried this for a time, but it didn’t stick. I wasn’t ready to
whole-heartedly abandon Christ. My wife had visited the local Roman Catholic
church a few times and enjoyed it, but it didn’t really land with her. I suggested
maybe trying an Orthodox church. She had read about an Orthodox reading
room in Forest Grove that maybe we could visit first. We went and asked a
bunch of questions. We met Jodi Hailey, who later became a dear friend, and
she talked with us for quite a while and suggested we visit the local parish she
attends in Beaverton called St. John the Baptist.

So we went without the kids to our first Liturgy on Zacchaeus Sunday of
2015. I had no idea what was going on, but I knew I was home. The icons, the
incense, the chanting, all of it just enchanted me. My wife and I brought our
children after that and kept attending services and fell in love. We had (and still
do have) many questions, but God met us where we were. On Holy Saturday
2016 we were received into the Church. Myself and my children were baptized,
and my wife and I had our marriage blessed.

WEDNESDAY EVENING STUDY, MARCH 4 & 18 AND APRIL 1:
THE DESERT FATHERS AND MOTHERS

Erik Chosvig

'The wisdom given to us by the saints has been carefully recorded and
preserved through the years. I would like to invite you to come to three-part
Lenten study on writings from the desert: sayings of the desert fathers and
mothers. Truth never goes out of style and it never becomes obsolete. Even
though these words where given to people half-way around the world and more
than a millennium ago, they are relevant to us today. The saints’ lives and words
encourage us to fight the good fight because they show us the prize that can be
won. Our first class will look at virtues, the second will cover the various aspects
of fasting, and the last will look at what the saints said will aid us in our
struggles. My hope is that you are encouraged during Great Lent.
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