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I The Byzantine Empire in 1265.

C ] Greek Empire of Trebizond [ states under Latin rule

1 palatinate of Cephalonia
L_J Venetian possessions o
==l Mongol dominions and Seljuk Turks =

| Sevasteia,
(Sivas)

1 Dominion of the Mamelukes d
ByzProv.-Byzantine Province
D.-Duchy; P-Principality
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The “Fullness of Time”

o Christ comes in the
“fullness of time” (Gal. 4:4)

e Peter’s confession, not

Feter himselmc, is the rock

o The New Covenant is

established
o Christ gives the Great

Commission
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The Church is Born

o The Ekklesia of God

o Acts 2.2-4 is the fulfillment of
Joel 2:28

* “I will pour out of Mg SPirit. ="

o Celebrated on the Feast of
L entecost H@ Aags after

Pascha
’ Ki ng COS m OS o lé;)n;){: Pfenteco;t, wit}'; th;: tonguc§ of g;e-é]-a;)vcj-_.ﬁ
and “King Cosmos,” bclow, holdmga cloth of

many scro”s which rePresent the many nations.
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Conciliar an

* The Churchis “conciliar’

* Saint James, E)ishop of Jerusalem
(celebrated Oct 23rd)

» Church issues are first settled ]39 the Sgnocl
of Jerusalem in AD 49

* “For it seemed goocl to the Holg Spiri’c and
Foitis 2 (Acts 15:28)

* The Churchis “martgrical”

* “Age of Martyrs” (martgria = withess
[testifier]): began with St. Stephen, but St.

James was also stonecl to cleatlﬁ

+ The Divine Liturg9 IS alwags celebrated on

the relics of martgrs
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EPiscoPal and Eucharistic

* The Churchis “episcopal”, and the three-fold

ministrg of Bishol:)s) Priests and Deacons was well-
established bg the end of the 1st century 5 & SANT IGHRTIU |y GRRER%
; '.::. {‘

_f T f

\

% :

* St. Paul writes to St. Timo’c]ﬂg about the
qualiﬁcations for Bishops (e.g, Tim.5:3)

* Saint Ignatius of Antioch (AD 69) writes:

* The Bishop Presides in the Place of God

e ul-‘;.-;'}"&-‘:;-‘-.-&\"v - b

- j * Where the Bishop is... there is the Catholic :
| Church B
& 1 * The chief role of a E)ishop is to celebrate the '-
E‘ucharis’c, and the faithful to gather and [ AN t
Partake. ,
* The Church is “cucharistic”
g Al -____.z
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The Earlg Divine Liturgy

St. Justin Martgr describes the
Liturgg in his First Apologg (155 AD)

Orclerecl, not “{:rce form”

* Writings and prayers are read
* Homilg IS given
* The Eucharist is celebrated

* Ogering is taken up
Trulg the Bodg and Blood of Christ

Church’s worship grew organic:a”g £
out of the Old Testament liturgical

rites, which were types and shadows
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Christianitg Legalizecl & the Cross Found -

* Conversion of the EmPeror Constantine (312 AD).

“In this sign conquer.”

+ Edict of Milan (31%) makes Christianitg the official

religion of the Roman Empire

* Moves the capitol to Bgzantium

* He begins to stabilize and organize the

“oikoumene” around the Church

* His mother, the EmPress St. Helen, builds many

- i churches throughout the eml:)ire and finds the True
!

Cross

* Church of the Holg SCPulcher and the Feast of the
Exaltation (aka Elevatlon) of the Cross (SCPt 14).
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* Convened in Nicea (325) to combat
Arianism and to settle the date of Pascha
(Easter)

* 318 Bishops in attendance, and St.
Constantine exhibited a very Pious attitude

* Key ﬁgures: St. Athanasius the (ieatl SE
Nicholas of Myra and Lycia, and St
Spgﬁdon

* Produced the first version of the Nicene

Creed

* Set the date For Pascha so as not to
celebrate it “with the Jews” (settling the

Quartodeciman Controversg)

Icon of the First Ecumenical Council,
with Arius in black and st. Constantine in red

/

First Ecumenical Counci




Combat‘cing Arianism

" TOV ulov To0 B0l ToOV And in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
Movoyevn, the only begotten Son of God,
~ Tov ek ToU MNaTpog YevvNOEVTa  pegotten from the Father
NPO MAVTWYV TV AiVWYV, before all ages,
dOG K PWTOG, light from light,
®eov aAnOLvov €K true God
©eo0 aAnbwvoo, from true God,
~ yevvnBegvrta ou mnoinbevra, begotten not made,

opoouaciov T® Marpi,

s o of one essence with the Father,
Ol' OU TA MAVTA EYEVETO-

through Whom all things were made,
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Stichera of the Praises for Orthros
Plagal of Second Tone. “Having laid up all their hol:)e”

Having brought together all * knowleclge of things of the sPirit * and

made careful inquirg 2 139 the divine Spirit’s grace, * lo, like goc”g

scribes * the august Fathers wrote * the celestial ngbolj * the
august Creed of our rholg Faith) * wherein theg clear|9 teach * that,
like God the F‘ather, the Word of God * is also unoriginate * and is
consubstantial with Him in truth. * Thus did these all-blest and *

renowned and goc”3~mincled ones indeed * follow in manifest

manner in * that which the APostles taught.

When those blest defenders of * the Gospel’s cloctrines, Christ’s

heralcls, * had received the fulness of * noetic enlightenment %

through the SPirit’s grace, * theg Proclaimecl the august * oracle to

all men * under inspiration from our God, * that most transcendent
truth * which, though few in words, is sublimelg wise. * These
champions of Pietg * and Pious traditions and teachings thus *
received revelation * of Pietg and clogma from on high * and were
enlightened and then set forth *
that faith which was taught of God.
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The Hol-g—%athers holding the ngbol of I:;ith




Birth of Monasticism

* | ate 3rd to mid 4th century
* Monastics became a new tgpe OF martgr

* Emerges as Persecution encls and Orthodoxg becomes mainstream

and at times “worlc”g” or less Fervent
* Three forms, all established in Egypt ]:)3 550 AD
* Eremitic (“hermits”) — St. Anthony the Great

* Coenobitic (“Communi’tg”) — St. Pachomius the Great (his
rule adop’cecl by St. Benedict in the West)

* Semi-eremitic (sketes) — St. Macarius of Eggl:)t, At

Arsenius the Great

. Plaged a keg role in the religious life of Byzantium, and in all

Orthodox countries since

* Monasticism is both a deeper experience of life in Christ and a
barometer OF Churclﬁ healtlﬂ

* Elder Ephraim and the 20 monasteries in North America toclag

ABOAS Ao
MENACENTH

Simonos Petras Monastery, Mount Athos, Greece
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Second Ecumenical Council

Convened in Cons’can’cinople (381) to condemn

Macedonianism and (again} Arianism

Macedonius taught that the Holg SPirit was
inferior to the Father and the Son, that He

was simplg a “Power” of God.

In response: the keg Trinitarian formula “One
Ousia (Essence or Nature) in Three

ngostases (Persons)”

Revised the Creed mainlg concerning the Holg
SPirit

Added an imPortant article about the Church:

“one, holg, catholic and aPos’colic”

Read St. Basil the Great’s “On the Holg
Spirit”, esp. Chapters 66-67

L - N - ‘r 7..--1' — ‘- ’-?‘;“‘
= lcon of the Holg Fathers of the
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“The Book of the Church”

No “canonical” Bible for the first 400 years or so;
few People were literate: Scriptures most|9 heard,

not reacl.

Earliest known authoritative collection is called the
Muratorian Canon (T170). [t was a response to

Marcionism.

Montanism forced Church to articulate attitude

about “new revelation”

Council of Laodicea (364) lists all but the Book of

Revelation (not “Revelations”) in its Canon 59.

§9th Festal (Paschal) Letter of St. Athanasius of
Alexandria (367) lists all as we know it toclag

Sgnocl of Carthage (»97)
Sixth Ecumenical Council (680-681)

Book of Revelation was controversial, but ultimately
listed in the Canon and not in doubt toclag.
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Third Ecumenical Councll

Convened in Epl’wesus (431) maiﬂlg to

condemn Nestorianism, but also Pelagianism

Nestorius insisted on “Christotokos” instead

of “Theotokos”, aterm in use for a long time

e taught that no true union between the

human and the divine is Possible

Sk Cgril of Alexandria at the Council: “Marg
is God’s mother, for she bore the Word of
God made flesh.” Sageguarcﬂs the

Incarnation.

She is not simplg “Mary?, and she is to be

highlg honored

H G HIRALA AliA NPETH

OIREMENIEN CYHOA0G
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Fourth Ecumenical Councll

* Convened in Chalcedon (451) to condemn
Monophgsitism

. Eutgches’ defense against Nestorianism went too
far the other way, leacling to the heretical idea that

Christ was of “one nature after the union”: one
(“mono”) nature (“Phgsis”)
* St. Leothe Great, PoPe of Rome wrote the “Tome

of Leo”

*» Council affirmed the Tome and decreed that Christ
is one Person in two Natures “uncongusedlg)

unchangeablg, inclivisiblg, inseparablg”
» Si Euphemia’s miracle had a lot to do with it

* The last council which many Anglicans and most

Protestants consider ecumenical and authoritative

Toll AIPCTIKON
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Christian communities in the 1 century GE
Christian communities in the 2 century CE
Concentrated Christian congregations by 325 GE
Concentrated Christian congregations by 451 CE
Roman empire under Theodosius I, ¢.395

The five churches in the Pentarchy
Year of an ecumencial council

Capital and name of a diocese

Provincial capital, Notable city

Areas of Arian Ascendancy

Areas of Nestorianism / Church of the East
Areas supporting Monophysitism
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Fifth & Sixth Ecumenical Councils

* Fifth Councll (55%) uphelcl and clarified the Fourth
Coundil against a resurgence of Nestorianism and a
rnisunc:lers’canclingcmC Chalcedon’s decisions, see‘(ing to
unhcg those who had dif‘ﬁcultg simultaneouslg holding

doctrines against both Monophgsitism and Nestorianism

* Sixth Council (680-681) defended Chalcedon against new
variants of Monophgsitism, which impaired the fullness of

Christ’s humanity: Monoenergism and Monotheletism

* Politica”g motivated doctrinal looseness and ec]uivocation
* St. Maximos the Confessor led the ﬁght in the East

* |n shor’c, these councils reinterpreted and further
exP[ained the hgpostatic union of Christ, amcﬁrming that to

be Fu”g human, Christ must have a comple’ce human

nature.




R .

v e e, s gy

* \eneration = ldola’trg

o The heart of the clispute IS Christological:
» Coundil rules, but another attack in 815.

XS “Age of the Councils” ends

Seventh Ecumenical Council

» Convened in Nicaea in 787-to refute the RESTORATION ¥ HOLY OIS
heresg of iconoclasm (“icon smaslﬂing”)
and to restore the displag and veneration

of icons
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“Triumph of Orthocloxg” in 84-5.

St. John of Damascus Empress Theodora
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5ummar9 of the Counc:ls Part |

Proclucecl the ﬁrst version o1c the

Ist | 325 Arianism Was Jesus God? :
Nicene Creed
o s the Holg SPirit a Personal and Produced the final version of the
2nd 58I Macedonianism : : :
equal Part of the Godhead? N1cene~ConstantmoPolltan Creed
S Is Jesus Christ both God and manin| Affirmed Christ as the Incarnate
§rcl +5] Nestorianism
one Person? Logos and Marg as Theotokos
o : Clarified the relation between the
4th 431 Monophgsfclsm How is Jesus both God and man? 3
human and Divine Natures
5th 555 Nestorianism & | How can we clarhcg the doctrines of Clarified and affirmed Previous
Origenism the Trinitg and of Christ to unhcg all?|  Councils and condemned errors
R Monothenergism Can Christ have two Natures but | Proclaimed that each Nature has its
& Monotheletism one Operation or Will? own OPeration and Will
Can Christ be cle[:)ictecl and AHirmed that Icons safeguarcl the
7th S8 Iconoclasm

venerated in the form of images’?

Incarnation and salvation in general
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Summarg of the Councxls FPart 2

* At the heart of each Council is some keg Trinitarian or
Christological issue that must be defended or the Gosl:)el
IS 1N Jeol:)arcjg

* Established the five great sees or Patriarchates

* PFOCIUCCCI numerous canons, ]DOH’“I OF a &ogmatlc ancl a VCT’H

Practical nature

* “The teaching authoritg of the Ecumenical Councils is
groundecl in the infa”ibilitg of the Church.” ~GF

* “The Church’s inFa”ibilitg IS expressecl chieﬂg through

Ecumenical Councils.” "KW

* To be considered Valici, councils must be acceptec! bﬂ the
Faithful over a Period of time. Mang councils have been

held that were not (e.g.) Ferrara-Florence in 1439) .
* Question: Whg do Protestants onlg accePt the first four

Ecumenical Councils? On what basis? How does the Holg
SPiri’c guide the Church into all truth?
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 St. Ignatius of Antioch

* “Epistie to the Magnesians”

* “Epistle to the Smgmaeans”

* [rst Apologg, ]:)5 Justin Martyr

——
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o The Faith of the Earlg f:athers, 3 vol. set, by Jurgens

T T RN W"}) b Lo ha St S i T e T T e T T T s S P TT  TETRe  RT g . et P— - —— -



