
PARISH ACTIVITIES FOR THE WEEK


SUNDAY, MAY 17
Sunday of the Blind Man
	Orthros	8:45 am
	Divine Liturgy	10:00 am
	Fellowship follows
	Sunday School Showcase	12:15 pm

TUESDAY, MAY 19
	Evening Orthros	5:30 pm
	Evening Divine Liturgy	6:30 pm

WEDNESDAY, MAY 20
Leavetaking of Pascha—celebrated the previous night
	Bible Study—Gospel of St. Matthew	10:00 am
	Wednesday Coffee Hour	11:00 am
	Great Vespers with Paschal 9th Hour	6:00 am

THURSDAY, MAY 21—Holy Ascension
	Orthros	7:15 am
	Divine Liturgy	8:15am
	Family Meetup	9:30 am
	Baptism of Eleanor Marie McAfee	10:30 am
	Baptism Reception follows
	Senior Ministries Luncheon	1:00 pm
	Work Party at the Forerunner Property	4:00 pm

FRIDAY, MAY 22
Fr. Matthew on vacation through May 29
	Friday Night Lights: Young Men’s 	7:00 pm
		Fellowship

SATURDAY, MAY 23
	Orthros	8:30 am
	Divine Liturgy	9:30 pm
	Great Vespers	6:00 pm
	“Growing in the Faith” Catechism Class	7:15 pm
	Jr. GOYA Meeting at the Davis’	7:15 am

SUNDAY, MAY 24
Sunday of the Father’s of the 1st Ecum. Council
	Orthros	8:45 am
	Divine Liturgy	10:00 am
	Fellowship follows 
	Flower box planting	12:15 pm
SUMMER HOURS FOR SERVICES … begin soon. Starting on May 23, Saturday Vespers will be at 6:00 pm. And after ASA’s last day of school on June 10, weekday services will be: 8:30 am Orthros and 9:30 am Liturgy. (Sunday services will remain the same: 8:45 am Orthros and 10:00 am Liturgy.)THE MISSION STATEMENT OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

The mission of St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church is to reach out and welcome all people to live an Orthodox Christian life, grow spiritually, and become disciples of Jesus Christ through serving others.

Parish Council: Agrawal (open) and Silva (close)      Greeter: Photini (Julie) and Elizabeth (Lisa)
Cleanup Team 12: Sorenson, Robertson, Drury, Stebner, Chamberlin, Silva
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May 17, 2026

Sunday of the Blind Man • The Icon of the Mother of God “Of the Passion”

 • 




• 


ANNUAL BASIL & FLOWER BOX PLANTING: Join us on Sunday, May 24 after the Liturgy for our annual Basil and Flower Box Planting as we plant the basil that will be harvested for the Feast of the Cross in September! Parents and children of all ages are encouraged to join us and be part of the fun! 

SENIOR MINISTRIES (55+) Join us on Thursday, May 21 at 1:00 pm for an informative talk by a Senior Living Advisor A light lunch is provided.
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]SHOW YOUR PHILOXENIA … “Love for strangers” and sign up to host a Sunday Fellowship. Sign up for a Sunday here.

JR. GOYA MEETING (6th-8th grade): On Saturday, May 23, we will be meeting at the Davis Home after Vespers from 7:15-9:15 pm for dinner, spiritual discussion, games, and fellowship. We hope your Jr.GOYAn can join us! 

END OF YEAR PARTY! (6th-12th grade): On Saturday, May 30, we’ll meet at the Forerunner Property after Vespers, 7:15-9:30 pm, to celebrate the end of the school year! We will start in the Forerunner Chapel, then have dinner and games at the Chapel House. Pizza and drinks will be provided. Teens are encouraged to bring their own baked goods and snacks to share. (Please no peanuts or sesame.) 




A
t the end of John 8, the Savior was disputing with the Pharisees in the Temple during the Feast of Tabernacles. He told them, "Your father Abraham was glad that he should see my day; and he saw it and rejoiced". The Jews said that Jesus was still young, so how could He have seen Abraham? The Lord replied, "Before Abraham was, I am." I am, is the name that God revealed to Moses in the Burning Bush. When the Jews picked up stones to throw at Him, He hid Himself and went out of the Temple. Then in John 9:1-38.  Lord Jesus was coming from the temple on the Sabbath, when He saw the man who had been born blind from his mother's womb, that is, he was born without eyes. Jesus spat on the ground and made clay with the spittle. He anointed the eyes of the blind man and said to him, "Go, wash in the Pool of Siloam"—not that the pool's water had such power, but that the faith and obedience of the one sent might be made manifest, and that the miracle might become more remarkable, leaving no room for doubt. Thus the blind man went and washed himself, and returned, no longer blind, but having eyes and seeing. This was the our Lords greatest miracle. Because he now had eyes, some doubted that he was the same person). It was still in their remembrance when Christ came to the tomb of Lazarus, for they said, "Could not this man, who opened the eyes of the blind man, have kept this man from dying?"






T
he Icon of the Mother of God “Of the Passion” received its name because on either side of the Mother of God are two angels with the implements of the Lord’s suffering: the Cross, the lance, and the sponge. There was a certain pious woman, Katherine, who suffered seizures and madness after her marriage. She ran off into the forest and attempted suicide more than once. In a moment of clarity she prayed to the Mother of God and vowed that if she were healed, she would enter a monastery. After recovering her health, she remembered her vow after a long time. Afraid and mentally afflicted, she took to her bed. 3 times the Most Holy Theotokos appeared to her, commanding the sick woman to go to Nizhni-Novgorod and to buy Her icon from the iconographer Gregory. After she had done this, Katherine received healing. From that time on, miracles have occurred from this icon. The Feast day of this icon is on August 13, commemorating its transfer from the village of Palitsa to Moscow in 1641. A church was built at the place where it was met at the Tver gates, and in 1654, the Strastna monastery was built. The icon is also commemorated on April 30, and on the Sunday of the Blind Man in memory of the miracles which occurred on this day. Other “Passion” icons of the Mother of God have been glorified in the Moscow church of the Conception of St. Anna, and also in the village of Enkaeva in Tambov diocese.
HYMNS OF THE SMALL ENTRANCEWELCOME VISITORS to the original Christian Church. At St. John the Baptist you will experience the sacred worship of God as it has taken place for thousands of years. Our community is a dynamic witness of authentic Christianity, and we welcome all people.

Please note that Holy Communion is reserved only for canonically baptized and chrismated Orthodox Christians who have properly prepared—through prayer, fasting and regular Confession—to receive the Sacrament. 

If you want to learn more about Orthodox Christianity: come to our Saturday evening catechism class (at the time posted on our online calendar); purchase the newcomer book bundle at Logos Bookstore; and meet with our clergy. 

	
Hymn for Pascha (Plagal First Mode)
Christ is risen from the dead, by death trampling down upon death, and to those in the tombs He has granted life.

Christós anésti ek nekrón, thanáto thánaton patísas, ke tis en tis mnímasi zo-ín harisámenos.

Entrance Hymn of Pascha (Second Mode)
Bless God in the churches, the Lord from the fountains of Israel. Save us, O Son of God, risen from the dead. We sing to You: Alleluia.

Resurrectional Hymn (Plagal First Mode)
Coeternal with the Father and the Spirit is the Word, Who of a Virgin was begotten for our salvation. As the faithful we both praise and worship Him, for in the flesh did He consent to ascend unto the Cross, and death did He endure. And He raised the dead unto life through His glorious resurrection. 

Hymn of St. John the Baptist (Second Mode)
The memory of the just is celebrated with hymns of praise, but the Lord’s testimony is sufficient for you, O Forerunner; for you have proved to be truly more venerable than the Prophets, since you were granted to baptize in the stream Him Whom they proclaimed. Therefore, having contested for the truth, you rejoiced to announce the good tidings even to those in Hades: that God has appeared in the flesh, taking away the sin of the world and granting to us great mercy.

Kontakion of Pascha (Plagal Fourth Mode)
Though You descended to the tomb, O Immortal One, You then completely tore the strength of Hades down, and You rose up, as One Who conquers all, Christ our God, calling out to the myrrh-bearing women, “Rejoice.” And You gave Your divine peace to all Your Apostles too, You Who have granted the fallen to rise again.

EPISTLE READING
	
Acts 16:16-34 (Sunday of the Samaritan Woman)
In those days, as we apostles were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl who had a spirit of divination and brought her owners much gain by soothsaying. She followed Paul and us, crying, "These men are servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to you the way of salvation." And this she did for many days. But Paul was annoyed, and turned and said to the spirit, "I charge you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her." And it came out that very hour. But when her owners saw that their hope of gain was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the market place before the rulers; and when they had brought them to the magistrates they said, "These men are Jews and they are disturbing our city. They advocate customs which it is not lawful for us Romans to accept or practice." The crowd joined in attacking them; and the magistrates tore the garments off them and gave orders to beat them with rods. And when they had inflicted many blows upon them, they threw them into prison, charging the jailer to keep them safely. Having received this charge, he put them into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks. But about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them, and suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and every one's fetters were unfastened. When the jailer woke and saw that the prison doors were open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, supposing that the prisoners had escaped. But Paul cried with a loud voice, "Do not harm yourself, for we are all here." And he called for lights and rushed in, and trembling with fear he fell down before Paul and Silas, and brought them out and said, "Men, what must I do to be saved?" And they said, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household." And they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all that were in his house. And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed their wounds, and he was baptized at once, with all his family. Then he brought them up into his house, and set food before them; and he rejoiced with all his household that he had believed in God.

GOSPEL READING
	
John 9: 1-38 (Sunday of the Blind Man)
At that time, as Jesus passed by, He saw a man blind from his birth. And His disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" Jesus answered, "It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be made manifest in him. We must work the works of him who sent me, while it is day; night comes, when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world." As He said this, He spat on the ground and made clay of the spittle and anointed the man's eyes with the clay, saying to him, "Go, wash in the pool of Siloam" (which means Sent). So he went and washed and came back seeing. The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar, said, "Is not this the man who used to sit and beg?" Some said, "It is he"; others said, "No, but he is like him." He said, "I am the man." They said to him, "Then how were your eyes opened?" He answered, "The man called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes and said to me, 'Go to Siloam and wash'; so I went and washed and received my sight." They said to him, "Where is He?" He said, "I do not know." They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the clay and opened his eyes. The Pharisees again asked him how he had received his sight. And he said to them, "He put clay on my eyes and I washed, and I see." Some of the Pharisees said, "This man is not from God, for he does not keep the sabbath." But others said, "How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?" There was a division among them. So they again said to the blind man, "What do you say about Him, since he has opened your eyes?" He said, "He is a prophet." The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight, and asked them, "Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?" His parents answered, "We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; but how he now sees we do not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age, he will speak for himself." His parents said this because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone should confess him to be Christ he was to be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, "He is of age, ask him." So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and said to him, "Give God the praise; we know that this man is a sinner." He answered, "Whether he is a sinner, I do not know; one thing I know, that though I was blind, now I see." They said to him, "What did He do to you? How did he open your eyes?" He answered them, "I have told you already and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you too want to become His disciples?" And they reviled him, saying, "You are His disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where He comes from." The man answered, "Why, this is a marvel! You do not know where He comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does His will, God listens to Him. Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind. If this man were not from God, He could do nothing." They answered him, "You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?" And they cast him out. Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him He said, "Do you believe in the Son of man?" He answered, "And who is He, sir, that I may believe in Him?" Jesus said to him, "You have seen Him, and it is He who speaks to you." He said, "Lord, I believe"; and he worshiped Him.
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